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"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." (1:1)

Genesis
Time Period: Creation to 1800 B.C. (approx.) Writer: Moses
©2010. Dave Beckwith





1:1 Scientific Foundations: 1) Time:  beginning; 2) Space:  heavens; 3) Matter:  earth; 4) Energy:  God created.  The Bible begins with baseball:  “In the big inning . . . “! 
	The Eternal
	God (Heb. elohim)
	Word (Grk. logos)

	Time
	in the beginning
	in the beginning

	Space & Matter
	heaven & earth
	all things

	Energy
	created
	made


“The simple statement that God created the heavens and the earth is one of the most challenging concepts confronting the modern mind.  The vast galaxy we live in is spinning at the incredible speed of 490,000 miles an hour.  But even at this breakneck speed, our galaxy still needs 200 million years to make one rotation.  And there are over one billion other galaxies just like ours in the universe.  Some scientists say that the number of stars in creation is equal to all the grains of all the sands on all the beaches of the world.”  Life Application Bible, p. 5.

The earth is 93 million miles from the sun.  Any closer, we would burn, any further, we would freeze.  Earth tilts 23 degrees giving us 4 seasons.  If tilted more, we would be a massive continent of ice.  The moon’s distance gives us 2 ocean tides a day.  If closer, the earth would be flooded.

1:1 General relativity theory:  the universe is expanding since stars exhibit a “red shift” implying that they are moving outward.  British physicist Paul Davis, though not a professing Christian, says the big bang is “the one place in the universe where there is room, even for the most hard-nosed materialist, to admit God.”  DNA  A single cell of the human body contains as much information as the Encyclopedia Britannica—all thirty volumes—three or four times over.  Irreducible complexity prohibits evolution in gradual steps.  Darwin, “If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down.” Charles Colson, How Now Shall We Live? p. 58, 75, 88.  “The primary flaw in the story of macroevolution is that all plants and animals are packed with information—the complicated instructions that coordinate the many processes enabling the body and brain to function.  Even Richard Dawkins, the most famous living advocate of Darwin’s theory, admits that every cell in a human body contains more information than all the volumes of an encyclopedia, and everyone one of us has trillions of cells in his or her body, which have to work together in marvelous harmony.”  Phillip E. Johnson, “Evolution:  Fact or Fantasy?”  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 7.
1:1 If God Made the Universe, Who Made God? by Paul Copan
Atheist philosopher Bertrand Russell mused, "If everything must have a cause, then God must have a cause."  But the question of what or who caused God is misguided.
First, science supports the notion that the universe had a beginning and that something independent of the universe brought it into being. The well-accepted scientific belief in the universe's origination and expansion and the second law of thermodynamics (energy tends to spread out) support the universe's absolute beginning from nothing. This sounds remarkably like Gn 1:1!  The chances of a thing's popping to being from literally nothing are exactly zero.  Being cannot come from nonbeing; there's no potential for this. Even skeptic David Hume called this "absurd"—a scientific (real) impossibility. 

Second, believers reject the claim "Everything that exists has a cause" and affirm "Whatever begins to exist has a cause."  To say "Everything needs a cause" would necessarily exclude an uncaused God.  This is "question begging" (assuming what needs to be proved).  It's like presuming that since all reality is physical (which can't be demonstrated), a nonphysical God cannot exist.

Third, why think everything needs a cause, since an uncaused entity is logical and intelligible? Through the centuries, many believed that the universe didn't need a cause; it was self-existent.  They thought a beginningless/uncaused universe wasn't illogical or impossible. But now that contemporary cosmology points to the universe's beginning and an external cause, skeptics insist everything needs a cause after all!
Fourth, a good number of uncaused things exist.  Logical laws are real; we can't think coherently without using them (e.g., the law of identity, X = X, tells you: "This book is this book").  Moral laws or virtues (love, justice) are real.  But none of these began to exist.  They are eternal and uncaused (being in God's mind). 

Fifth, the question "Who made God?" commits the category fallacy.  To say that all things, even God, must be caused is incoherent—like the question "How does the color green taste?" Why fault God for being uncaused?  When we rephrase the question to say, "What caused the self-existent, uncaused Cause, who is by definition unmade, to exist?" the answer is obvious.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 869.

1:1 The Hebrew word for “God,” Elohim, is grammatically plural, but does not indicate a numerical plural (i.e., “gods”).  Hebrew uses the plural form to indicate honor or intensity, sometimes call the “plural of majesty.”  The consistent appearance of a singular adjective (Ps 7:9) or verb (Gn 20:6) used with Elohim shows that the one God is intended. Apologetics Study Bible, p. 3.

Scientific Foundations in the Bible

Science



Phenomenon or Process 



Scripture
Hydrology



Hydrologic Cycle




Eccl. 1: 7; Is. 55:10







Evaporation





Psalm 135:7; Jer. 10: 13







Condensation Nuclei




Proverbs 8:26







Condensation





Job 26:8; 37:11,16







Precipitation





Job 36:27,28







Run‑off






Job 28: 10







Oceanic Reservoir




Psalm 33:7







Snow







Job 38:22; Psalm 147:16







Hydrologic Balance




Isaiah 40:12; Job 28:24‑26

Geology



Principle of Isostasy




Isaiah 40:12; Psalm 104:5‑9







Shape of Earth





Isaiah 40:22; Psalm 103:12







Rotation of Earth




Job 38:12,14







Gravitation





Job 26:7‑, 38:6







Rock Erosion





Job 14:18,19









Glacial Period





Job 38:29,30







Uniformitarianism




2 Peter 3:4

Astronomy


Size of Universe





Is. 55:9; Job 22:12; Jer. 31:37







Number of Stars




Jer. 33:22; Gen. 22:17







Variety of Stars





1 Cor. 15:41







Precision of Orbits




Jer. 31:35,36

Meteorology 

Circulation of Atmosphere 


Ecclesiastes 1:6







Protective Effect-Atmosphere

Is. 40:22







Oceanic Origin of Rain


Eccl. 1:7







Relation of Electricity to Rain

Jer. 10: 13

Biology




Blood Circulation



Lev. 17:11







Psychotherapy




Prov. 16:24; 17:22







Biogenesis and Stability


Gen. 1:11,21.25







Uniqueness of Man



Gen. 1:26







Chemical Nature of Flesh


Gen. 1:11,24‑27; 3:19; 














1 Pt. 1:24,25

Physics



Mass‑Energy Equivalence 



Heb. 1:3; Col. 1: 17






Source of Energy for Earth


Gen. 1:14,17; Ps. 19:6





Atomic Disintegration



2 Pet. 3:10







Radio Waves




Job 38:35

Henry Morris, Many Infallible Proofs
1:3 light. Not the sun (which was created on the fourth day, v. 16), but some fixed light source outside the earth. In reference to that light, the rotating earth passed through a day-night cycle. Ryrie, p. 7.

1:4 God separated. The first of three separations. Here, light from darkness; then sky from water (v. 7); and finally, the land from the seas (v. 9). Only when this spatial separation was complete did God pronounce everything good (v. 10). He called the finished creation very good (v. 31).  Ryrie, p. 7.

Scientific Basis for Creation

First Law of Thermodynamics or Conservation of Mass and Energy:  "the energy going into a system, minus the energy coming out of a system, equals the change in the energy stored in the system."  In simpler form, nothing in the universe is now being created (Eccl. 1:9,10; 3:14; Neh. 9:6; Is. 40:26).

Second Law of Thermodynamics:  "in any energy change or transfer, though the total energy remains unchanged, energy usefulness decreases."  In simpler form, the universe is running down and not building up (Ps. 102:25-26; Is. 51:6).

Macro-mutations or Macro-evolution:  assumes the evolution of everything from one original.  Assumes nonliving things gave rise to living--spontaneous generation which occurred only once.  Micro-mutations or micro-evolution:  origin of species only from other species.
Chance vs. Design:  17 year project at Merton College with monkeys typing, researchers concluded "if all the monkeys on earth were employed as typists since the world began, there would be little probability of accidentally composing Hamlet."  Former evolutionists Sir Fred Hoyle and Dr. Wickranasinghe calculated the odds against the chance of formation of life on earth to be less than 1 chance out of 10 to the 40,000 power.  Sir Fred compared it to the chance that a "tornado sweeping through a junkyard would assemble a Boeing 747 from the materials therein" ("Hoyle on Evolution," Nature, Vol. 294, Nov. 12, 1981, p. 105).

Cosmological Reasoning:  initial cause must be sufficient to produce the effect.  Everything existing must have an adequate cause.  Is it possible that "nobody + nothing = everything"?  
The kalam cosmological argument can be diagrammed as a series of alternatives:

Universe






Beginning
  or

No Beginning






Caused

  or 

Uncaused






Personal

  or

Impersonal

Premise 1:  The universe had a beginning.  An argument in favor of premise one is the second law of thermodynamics, which in one form states that the amount of useful energy in the universe is being used up.  If the universe were infinitely old, it would already have used up all its useful energy and have arrived at a temperature of absolute zero.  Since there are many pockets of useful energy (for example, the sun), the universe must be finite in duration.  Therefore, there was a beginning when the universe's useful energy was put into it 'from the outside.'

Premise 2:  The beginning of the universe was caused.  Premise 2 is confirmed by universal experience with no clear counterexamples.  Alleged cases where something comes from nothing actually involve one thing coming into existence from something else (for example, lead from uranium).

Premise 3:  The cause of the beginning of the universe was personal.  Evidence for premise 3 derives from the fact that since time, space, and matter did not exist earlier than the beginning of the universe, the universe's caused had to be timeless, spaceless, and immaterial.  This cause cannot be physical or subject to scientific law since all such causes presuppose time, space, and matter to exist.  The universe's immaterial cause was timeless, spaceless, and had the power to spontaneously bring the world into existence without changing first to do so.  (If it had to change before bringing the world into existence, then that change, not the act of bringing the world into existence, would be the first event.)  Such a cause must have free will, and since only persons have free will, it is a personal Creator.  J. P. Moreland, "Does the Cosmological Argument Show There Is a God?" Apologetics Study Bible, p. 806-807.
Teleological Reasoning:  intelligent order within the universe implies an intelligent source equal to or greater than the magnificent wonders of the universe.

Major premise:  "Order and useful arrangement imply an intelligent cause."

Minor premise:  "Order is the characteristic of the universe."

Conclusion:  "Therefore, the universe must have had an intelligent cause."

Size of the Universe:  "We have reached the unknown, our terminus.  We sought the end of the universe and it has none.  Our most powerful techniques leave us face to face with the unexplored void . . . we do not know what lies beyond the frontier of the perceptible universe" (Pierre Rousseau, The Limits of Science, p. 180).  The light from the constellation Pleiades may have left a generation after Columbus discovered America in 1492.  "Suppose we make a scale model where the distance of the earth to the sun, ninety-three million miles, is just under one-quarter of an inch.  Now take a dime out of your pocket.  On the scale of our model the orbits of the four inner planets Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars fit comfortably on this coin with the orbit of Mars represented by the circumference.  The orbit of Neptune, the outermost large planet, will be fourteen inches across.  And on the scale of our model where will the nearest star be?  Exactly one mile away from the dime.  This is the closest star.  The center of our star system or galaxy, would be over six thousand miles (or the air distance from Los Angeles to London) from the dime, and the millions of other galaxies very much further away" (Peter Millman, This Universe of Space).

Law of Biogenesis:  "the principle that living organisms originate only from other living organisms closely similar to themselves" (Webster's Dictionary, p. 142).  Simply put, like begets like (Gen. 1:11).

World Population Growth Rate:  2% year.  If it were only 1/2% and continued for one million years, there would be more people than could be packed into every cubic foot of the entire universe.  If calculated at 1/2% X 4300 years, it would equal earth's population.
Design of the Universe:  Earth is 93 million miles from the sun.  If closer, the earth would burn up, if further away, we would freeze.  The earth tilt is 23 degrees giving us 4 seasons.  If tilted at a different angle, we would have massive continents of ice.  The distance of the moon from the earth gives us two ocean tides a day.  Positioned slightly different, the earth would be flooded.

General Theory of Evolution

Eternal past:  existence of matter and/or energy in primal form.

About 20-billion years ago:  origin of elements, stars and galaxies.

About 5-billion years ago:  origin of earth and solar system.

About 3-billion years ago:  evolution of replicating chemicals ( = "life").  Precambrian Period.

About 1-billion years ago:  evolution of multi-cellular life.

About 600-million years ago:  evolution of complex marine invertebrates.  Cambrian Period.

About 350-million years ago:  evolution of marine vertebrates and land plants.  Ordovician Period.

About 250-million years ago:  evolution of amphibians and insects.  Permo-carboniferous Period.

About 200-million years ago:  evolution of reptiles and flowering plants.  Mesozoic Era.

About 100-million years ago:  evolution of mammals and birds.  Tertiary Period.

About 50-million years ago:  branching of evolutionary ancestors of apes and men.

About 3-million years ago:  evolution of modern man.

1:7 the waters which were above. Apparently God suspended a vast body of water in vapor form over the earth, making a canopy that caused conditions on the earth to resemble those inside a greenhouse. This may account for the longevity of human life (Gen. 5) and for the tremendous amount of water involved in the worldwide flood (Gen. 6-9).  Ryrie, p. 8.

1:11 after their kind or “according to their various kinds”:  law of biogenesis.  Animals and plants were created after their own kind, but man was made in the image of God.  This contradicts the theory of evolution.  Luther Burbank, regarded as the greatest breeder of all time, said the tendency for organisms to stay true to type is so constant that it can be considered a natural law—what he called the law of the Reversion to the Average.  It’s a law, he said, that “keeps all living things within some more or less fixed limitations.” Charles Colson, How Now Shall We Live? p. 87.  “. . . cosmologists now agree that the universe and time itself came into existence at some point in the finite past.  The logic is inexorable:  Whatever begins to exist has a cause, the universe began to exist, and therefore the universe has a cause.  It makes sense that this cause must be immaterial, timeless, powerful, and intelligent. . . . The existence of biological information in DNA also points toward a Creator.  Each of our cells contains the precise assembly instructions for every protein out of which our bodies are made, all spelled out in a four-letter chemical alphabet.  Nature can produce patterns, but whenever we see information—whether it’s in a book or a computer program—we know there’s intelligence behind it.  Furthermore, scientists are finding complex biological machines on the cellular level that defy a Darwinian explanation and instead are better explained as the work of an Intelligent Designer.”  Lee Strobel, “How Apologetics Changed My Life!” Apologetics Study Bible, p. xxvi-xxvii.

1:16 stars. God numbers and names the stars (Ps. 147:4).

1:28 subdue. Heb. kabash, to tread down, to keep under control.  Implied this would include birth control.

2:4 in the day. The creation week is not specified as a single day by this phrase; rather, without the article “the,” it means “at the time.” the LORD. Lit., YHWH (probably pronounced “Yahweh”), the most significant name for God in the OT.  It has a twofold meaning: the active, self-existent One (since the word is connected with the verb meaning “to be,” Ex. 3:14); and Israel’s Redeemer (Ex. 6:6). The name occurs 6,823 times in the OT and is especially associated with God’s holiness (Lev. 11:44-45), His hatred of sin (Gen. 6:3-7), and His gracious provision of redemption (Isa. 53:1, 5, 6, 10).  Ryrie, p. 9. 

2:5 This sentence may begin at verse 4b: “At the time the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, then no shrub of the field was as yet in the earth …” The kind of plants referred to here are those requiring cultivation, which (though green plants appeared the third day, 1:11-12) did not grow until after there was a man to take care of them.  Ryrie, p. 9. 

2:6 mist.  Probably caused by daily evaporation and condensation, which occurred because of the change in temperature between daytime and nighttime.  Ryrie, p. 10. streams came up:  inner earth irrigation system.

2:7 Man’s body was formed from small particles of the earth (the Hebrew words for man and earth are similar; cf. 1 Cor. 15:47), but his life came from the breath of God. a living being. I.e., a living person. The phrase is also used of animals (1:21, 24). Man is distinguished from animals by being created in the image of God.  Ryrie SB, p. 10. 

2:8 Garden of Eden.  At the site of Eridu, situated near what was considered to be an ancient shoreline at the head of the Persian Gulf, clay tablets have been found that tell of a garden in the neighborhood in which grew a sacred palm tree.  Further upstream, a short distance north of ancient Babylon, the Tigris and Euphrates flow close together so that canals connect them.  Some consider this area to be the location of ancient Eden.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 7.

2:17 Mormons believe humans can reach godhood.  This verse shows that the idea originated with the serpent (2:17).  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 9.

2:18 not good.  first “not good” in the Bible, and it is emphatic.

2:19  The verb rendered “formed” can also be “had formed” (NIV), which would alleviate the alleged contradiction with the order of animals created before man (1:24-26).  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 7.

2:21 caused the man to fall into a deep sleep.  He has been sleeping around the house ever since.

2:23 woman.  Heb., ishshah, similar to ish (man), reflecting the fact that woman was derived from man (though the word itself may come from a root meaning “to be soft”).  Ryrie, p. 10.  Woman was created on the 6th day (1:27).  She (Heb. hoo) is a Heb. expletive equivalent to “wow.”  Adam could say, “You’re the only girl in the world for me.”
2:24-25 Principles for a strong marriage: 1) severance; 2) permanence; 3) unity; and 4) intimacy.  Living Insights Study Bible, p. 7.

2:25 Shame.  Have you ever noticed how a little child can run naked through a room full of strangers without embarrassment?  He is not aware of his nakedness, just as Adam and Eve were not embarrassed in their innocence.  But after Adam and Eve sinned, shame and awkwardness followed, creating barriers between themselves and God. . . . In marriage, lack of spiritual, emotional, and intellectual intimacy usually precedes a breakdown of physical intimacy.  In the same way, when we fail to expose our secret thoughts to God, we break our lines of communication with him.  Life Application Bible, p. 9.

3:1 Did God really say.  Grandfather of lies.

Types of Temptation


      

1 John 2:16
      
Genesis 3

Physical
      
Lust of the eyes

Delight to the eyes
Emotional     


Cravings

        

Good for food

Intellectual   

Pride of life

Make one wise 

3:4 Pack a lie with truth to make it more believable.  This is the original 2 truths and a lie.

3:6 Eve looked, took, and partook.  “The one who falls into sin is a human; the one who grieves at sin is a saint; the one who boasts of sin is a fool.”

3:15 “Like the word ‘sheep’ in English, the word ‘seed’ in Hebrew is both singular and plural, meaning either descendants without number, taken as a whole, or one particular descendant.  The passage incorporates both meanings by referring to the ongoing opposition to the people of God by their enemies and by predicting the rise of a particular seed, Jesus Christ, . . .”  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 10.

3:24 This is how Adam and Eve broke their relationship with God:  (1) they became convinced their way was better than God’s; (2) they became self-conscious and hid; (3) they tried to excuse and defend themselves.  To build a relationship with God we must reverse these steps:  (1) we must drop our excuses and self-defenses; (2) we must step trying to hide from God; (3) we must become convinced that God’s way is better than our way.  Life Application Bible, p. 13.

4:3 Original version of “I did it my way.” See Proverbs 21:27 for a sacrifice with evil intent.

5:3 Longevity: 1) genetic purity of human race; 2) less disease to shorten life; 3) water canopy and shield from the sun’s cosmic rays; 4) vegetarian menu; 5) God gave lengthened life to fill the earth.

5:6 father of.  genetic terms, such as “son of” and “father,” were flexible in meaning, sometimes indicating a “descendant” and “grandfather or forefather.”  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 14. 

5:24 Enoch. “to thirst” (Heb. chanak as in Prov. 22:6).

6:4 sons of God.  While good as well as bad angels are spirit beings, and, as such, do not reproduce (see Mk. 12:25), they do make appearances in human form (as good angels in Gen. 19:1-5; Heb. 13:2), or they inhabit human bodies (demons in Lk. 8:27).  Some fallen angels are in confinement, while others are unbound and active as demons in the world today.  The fallen angels now in confinement did something very perverse prior to the flood.  Their sin was of such a nature that they were prohibited from roaming freely, and they were confined to pits of darkness to wait for Judgment Day.  See 2 Pt. 2:4-5 and Jude 1:6-7.  These fallen angels left their “own domain” and “abandoned their proper abode.”  Whatever took place, the phrases “just as” and “in the same way” connects the activity of the angels with the gross immorality of Sodom and Gomorrah.  

“Thus the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was seeking union with “different flesh” in a way similar to what the “sons of God” (angels?) did (Gen. 6:2) when they mingled with “the daughters of men” (humans).

Normally angels do not marry, nor do they have substantial bodies, though at times they have assumed bodies or appeared in a bodily form as divine messengers (Gen. 19:1ff.; Zech. 1:9ff.; 2:1ff.; Matt. 28:2ff.; Mark 16:5; Luke 24:4ff.; John 20:12ff.; Acts 1:10f.).  In Genesis 19 angelic messengers in the form of men visited Sodom; and the men of the city, motivated by their homosexuality and supposing the messengers to be men, desired them.  So they “went after different flesh.”  God destroyed the cities of the plain by raining fire and brimstone from heaven on the cities (Gen 19:24)—possibly the divine use of a natural catastrophe associated with the volcanic activity of the area.” Frank E. Gaebelein, General Editor, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 12 (Grand Rapids, Michigan:  The Zondervan Corporation, 1981), p. 360.

	Month &
	Noah & Family
	Number

	Year
	on the Ark
	of Days

	2nd mo. 17th day
	Flood begins (Gen. 7:11).
	 

	 
	40 days & nights of rain (7:12).
	40

	 
	Worldwide flood covers the earth for 150 days
	 

	 
	  (7:24) including the 40 days of rain.
	110

	7th mo. 17th day
	Ark lands on Mt. Ararat (8:4).
	 

	 
	Noah & family remain in the ark.
	73

	10th mo. 1st day
	Tops of the mtns. become visible (8:5).
	 

	 
	40 days later, a raven & a dove were sent out
	40

	 
	  (8:6-9).  As a scavenger, the raven would not 
	 

	 
	  have difficulty finding food & would land on a
	 

	 
	  slimy surface.  The dove would not land on an
	 

	 
	  unclean place so it returned to the ark.
	 

	 
	7 days later, Noah sends out a dove which
	7

	 
	  returns with an olive leaf (8:10).
	 

	 
	7 days later, Noah sends out a dove which
	7

	 
	  does not return (8:12).
	 

	 
	Noah & family remain in the ark.
	37

	1st mo. 1st day
	Noah removes the ark covering (8:13).
	 

	 
	Noah & family remain in the ark.
	56

	2nd mo. 27th day
	Earth is dry.  Noah & family exit (8:14).
	1

	1 Year, 10 days
	Total
	371

	Based on Jewish Calendar of 360 days in a year.
	


[image: image2.wmf]
6:15 Dimensions of the Ark:  450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.  The ark was constructed six times longer than wide, the same ratio used by shipbuilders today. 

Capacity of the Ark: “A vessel of such dimensions would have a displacement of about 20,000 tons and gross tonnage of about 14,000 tons. Its carrying capacity equaled that of 522 standard railroad stock cars (each of which can hold 240 sheep). Only 188 cars would be required to hold 45,000 sheep-sized animals, leaving three trains of 104 cars each for food, Noah's family, and "range" for the animals. Today it is estimated that there are 17,600 species of animals, making 45,000 a likely approximation of the number Noah might have taken into the ark.” Ryrie, p. 17.  

6:11 springs of the great deep . . . floodgates of the heavens.  subterranean waters and the canopy above-see Gen. 1:6-7; 2:6.

7:4 Mt Ararat:  about 17,000 ft. high.  Flood was worldwide: Gen. 7:19; 9:11, 15; 2  Pt. 2:5; 3:6; Mt. 24:37-39.  There are 270 flood stories from all over the world.

7:12 This was not necessarily the first time it rained.

8:1 God remembered.  Not mere recall but loving concern.
8:17 the earth, radically affected by the Flood, confronted Noah with a more hostile environment. Longevity was decreased, habitable land areas reduced, oceans made more extensive, the crust of the earth made unstable and subject to seismic activity, and the land laid barren.  Ryrie, p. 19.

8:21 every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood:  indicates original sin and the sin nature (Ps. 51:5; Eph. 2:1).

8:22 Establishing the seasons makes nature predictable. Ryrie, p. 19.  Prior to the flood, the earth was like a giant green house likely without the extremes of temperature.  After the flood, the seasons may have been established along with the colder and warmer sections of the earth.

9:2-4 fear and terror now supplant the previous harmony between man and animals. God now sanctions an animal diet for man, as long as it is not eaten with blood (cf. Lev. 17:10).  Ryrie, p. 19.

9:5-6 Homicide (which in a sense is always fratricide, v. 5) demands a punishment that matches the crime. The justification for capital punishment, here established, is the nobility of human life, which is made in the image of God. Thus murder shows contempt for God as well as for one’s fellow man. See Rom. 13:4, where government is given the power of life or death.  Ryrie, p. 19.

9:13 My rainbow Likely a new phenomenon due to the changed atmospheric and cloud conditions after the Flood. It serves as the sign of God’s covenant never again to send a universally destructive flood. Ryrie, p. 20.  When God makes a promise, he does it in living color.  However, the wording does not require that this is the first appearance of a rainbow. 

9:21 Though this is the first use of the word wine in the Bible, it was not the first occasion of drinking (Matt. 24:38), so Noah must have known the effects of drinking. Probably Noah’s becoming warm from the wine caused him to uncover himself. Ryrie, p. 20.

9:22 Ham … saw. Lit., gazed with satisfaction. By contrast, Shem and Japheth showed respect for their father by covering him (v. 23). Ryrie, p. 20.

9:25 Cursed be Canaan. Whether Canaan was personally involved with his father Ham’s sin we do not know (he might have seen Noah’s condition first and then told his father). But Ham is punished for his dishonor to his father by having a son who would bring dishonor to him. The curse is not on the Hamites, but on the Canaanites, the inhabitants of Palestine who were first subjected by Joshua and later by Solomon (cf. 1 Kings 9:20-21). The Canaanites long ago became extinct; the curse, therefore, cannot be applied to anyone today. Ryrie, p. 20.  “The Bible prohibits inflicting judgment against an innocent son in the place of his guilty father (Dt 24:16; Ezk 18:20), but it also recognizes that the influence of sinful parents typically leads children to follow their pattern of behavior (Ex 20:5).”  Apologetic Study Bible, p. 20.

Who's On First?

See if you can find these "firsts" and a few "seconds" in Genesis, the book of beginnings.

1. First human farmer

2. First "deep sleep"

3. First musician

4. First messianic prophecy

5. First reference to giants

6. First rainbow

7. First "big game" hunter

8. First set of clothing

9. Second set of clothing

10. First reference to "Law of Biogenesis" (reproducing "after their own kind")

11. First person to not die

12. First human sin

13. First sea captain

14. First murderer

15. Second murderer

16. First bigamist

17. First person named who was drunk

18. First marriage ceremony

19. First reference to rainfall

20. First rancher

21. First game of "Hide and Seek"

22. First reference to Scientific Foundations of Time, Space, Matter, and Energy

23. First tool designer

24. First thing that was not good

25. First reference to "God" as "Us"

1. 2:15 Adam

2. 2:21 Adam 
3. 4:21 Jubal 
4. 3:15 
5. 6:4 Nephilim

6. 9:13 

7. 10:9 Nimrod 

8. 3:7 fig leaves

9. 3:21 animal skins 

10. 1:11

11. 5:24 Enoch

12. 3:6 Eve

13. 7:1 Noah

14. 4:8 Cain

15. 4:23-24 Lamech

16. 4:19 Lamech

17. 9:21 Noah

18. 2:22-25

19. 7:11 Flood

20. 4:2 Abel

21. 3:8

22. 1:1

23. 4:22 Tubal-cain

24. 2:18 loneliness

25. 1:26

10:1 Gaps in genealogy?  The natural sense of the chapter is founders of groups.  Note the use of plural (v. 4, 13, 14, etc.) and dual (v. 6) and adjectival forms (v. 16-18).

10:10-11 Nimrod’s activities centered first in Shinar (Babylonia) and included building the tower of Babel, described in 11:1-9; then he went to Assyria (cf. Mic. 5:6). Ryrie, p. 21.

10:16 Jebusites lived in Jerusalem when Israel conquered Canaan. Ryrie, p. 21.

10:21-32 These verses describe the descendants of Shem, who occupied the area N of the Persian Gulf. The dividing in the days of Peleg (v. 25) apparently refers to the scattering of 11:9. Ryrie, p. 21.

11:1 The unbridgeable gap between animal sounds and human language, as well as the statement of this verse that originally all men spoke the same language, are inexplicable by the theory of evolution.  Ryrie, p. 22.

11:2 Shinar. The area between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, ancient Babylonia.  Ryrie, p. 22.

11:4 Tower of Babel.  Jews and Arabs identify it with the Temple of Nebo which was originally 7 stories high, now 150 feet high.  It has zodiac signs on the top.  Why a tower?  Fear of a flood?  Astrology?  Pride and arrogance?

11:7 By confusing language, God established the parent languages of the earth from which other languages and dialects developed (today, a total of more than 3,000).  Ryrie, p. 22.

11:9 Babel and Babylon:  1) Golden City of Babylon (Dan 3:1); 2) Desolation of Babylon (Is. 14:19-23; Jer. 51:26-43); 3) Religious and commercial Babylon (Rev. 17-18; Zech. 5:5-11); 4) Armies moving through Iraq (Is. 11:15; Rev. 9:15-16; 16:12). 

11:27 Abram means “exalted father,” the progenitor of God’s chosen people. Later (17:5) his name was changed to Abraham, which means “father of a great number.” He was born in 2165 B.C. Though we are told little about Terah (Abraham’s father), Josh. 24:2 states that he worshiped heathen gods.  Ryrie, p. 23.

11:28 Haran, Lot’s father, died while he was young.  Abraham, Lot’s uncle, became like a father to him.

11:28 Ur of the Chaldeans:  A wealthy, populous, and sophisticated pagan center of southern Mesopotamia (220 mi., or 354 km, SE of Baghdad). Its most prosperous and literate era was during the time of Abraham. A great ziggurat was built there, and Abraham must have seen it. Ryrie, p. 23.

11:31 God called Abraham while he was in Ur (Acts 7:2-3). Only two routes to Canaan were available: one across the Arabian desert (impossible for transporting large herds), and the other along the Euphrates to Haran, in Syria, then down to Canaan, a 1,500 mi. (2,400 km) journey.  Ryrie, p. 23.

11:32 “How old was Abraham when he left Haran?  If Abram was the eldest son, he was born when Terah was 70.  Genesis 12:4 says Abram was 75 when he departed, which would mean that he left 60 years before the death of his father.  However, Stephen’s sermon indicates that he left after the death of Terah (Ac 7:4), making Abram 135 years old. . . . The Samaritan Pentateuch has Terah’s death at ‘145 years’: some scholars conclude that Stephen and the Jewish author Philo (On the Migration of Abraham, 177) reflected an alternative tradition.”  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 22.  It seems Luke accurately records Stephen’s error in his speech.    

12:1 What made Abraham a great man?  1) He loved God (12:7, 8; 13:4, 18; 22:9); 2) He believed God (15:6); 3) He was generous and gracious (13:8; 14:20).

I AM THE GOD OF . . . 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph

Date


         Event

(approx.)

2165
Birth of Abram (11:27).

2155
Birth of Sarai.

2135-15
Abram, perhaps 30 to 50 years old, marries Sarai; she is barren (11:29-30).

2095(?)
At about age 70, Abram is called by God to leave Ur (Acts 7:2-3) and travel to Haran, 600 miles.

2090
Age 75, Abram is again called of God (12:1-4) and travels to Canaan, 400 miles.

2089(?)
Abram travels to Egypt due to famine, round trip 800 miles (12:10-11).

2080
Age 85, Abram first considers adopting Eliezer as his heir (15:2), and later takes Hagar to attempt having a child (16:3).

2079
Ishmael is born through Hagar.  Abram is 86 (16:16).

2066
Age 99, God promises Abram a child through Sarai.  Abram laughs (17:1-3).  His name is changed to Abraham, father of many nations (17:4-5).

2066
Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed (18-19).

2065
Isaac is born (21:5); Abraham is 100; Sarah is 90.

2040(?)
Isaac is offered to God by Abraham (22).  Isaac is probably at least 12, Historian Josephus says 25.

2028
Sarah dies at age 127 (23:1).

2025
At age 40, Isaac marries Rebekah (25:20).

2005
Twins, Esau and Jacob, are born (25:21).  Isaac is 60.

1990
Abraham dies at age 175 (25:7-8).

1928
Age 77, Jacob deceives his father (age 137), receives the blessing, flees from Esau, and has the dream of angels ascending and descending from heaven at Bethel (27-28).  In Haran, he serves Laban 7 yrs. for Leah (29:20); 7 yrs. for Rachael (29:27); and 7 more years (29:30).

1914
Birth of Joseph (30:22-24).  Jacob is 91.

1907
Age 98, Jacob returns to Canaan, wrestles with an angel until daybreak, and is reconciled to Esau (32-33).

1897
Age 17, Joseph is sold into Egypt by his brothers (37:2).

1884
Age 30, Joseph is exalted to power in Egypt (41:46).

1885
Isaac dies at age 180 (35:28).

1875
Age 130, Jacob and family arrive in Egypt (47:9; 430 years before the Exodus--Ex. 12:40; Gal. 3:17).

1858
Jacob dies at age 147 (47:28).

1804
Joseph dies at age 110 (50:26).
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From Ryrie Study Bible
12:10-15 A tomb painting of Khnumhotep III at Beni Hasan from 870 B.C. depicts a trading donkey caravan of “Asiatics” visiting Egypt.  Their beards, multicolored robes, weapons, and goods would have been typical of visitors from Canaan during the time of the patriarchs.  During the first half of the second millennium B.C. Egyptian kings had a northern palace in the eastern Delta region near Avaris.  Egyptologist Kenneth Kitchen points out that “the pharaohs were commonly partial to attractive foreign ladies, as find and texts for the Middle and New Kingdoms attest.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 23.

12:10 Mormons claim that while Abraham was in Egypt he wrote The Book of Abraham, one of the Mormon sacred scriptures, which had been lost until it fell into the hands of Joseph Smith in 1835.  After Smith allegedly translated the papyrus into English, it passed through several hands before landing at the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Egyptologists immediately identified it as a portion of the Egyptian Book of the Dead, dealing with funeral customs and worship of the various Egyptian gods.  Smith’s identification of the manuscript and his translation were completely wrong.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 24.

14:1 Though some have dismissed this chapter as being an historical impossibility, archaeological discoveries have demonstrated the existence of a flourishing civilization in Palestine between the twenty-first and nineteenth centuries B.C. and of the savage destruction of the cities at the end of that period.  Amraphel. Not to be identified with Hammurabi, who lived later. Shinar.  Babylonia.  Ellasar. Its identity is uncertain; perhaps a town between Carchemish and Haran in N Mesopotamia. Elam. The area that was later Persia. king of Goiim (or king of nations). The location of Goiim is uncertain, but Tidal likely ruled over a nomadic people who had not yet formed a kingdom.  Ryrie, p. 27. 

14:1-12 The ancient Egyptian equivalent of a “voodoo doll’ was to write one’s enemy’s name on a clay statue or pottery vessel and then smash the pot while pronouncing a curse.  Archaelogists have uncovered hundreds of such pottery pieces, call “execration texts.”  Dating about the time of Joseph (nineteenth-eighteenth century B.C., Egyptian twelfth dynasty), they contain the names of many towns in Palestine and their rulers considered at the time to be enemies of the Egyptian state.  Many of these are towns mentioned in the Bible, which underlines the authenticity of the biblical account.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 25.

14:2 Admah … Zeboiim. Towns in the Dead Sea basin (cf. Hos. 11:8). Ryrie, p. 27. 

14:3 the valley of Siddim. Likely the land S of the tongue-shaped peninsula that juts out from the E bank of the Dead Sea. It may have actually joined the western shore (near Masada) in Abraham’s time, causing the southern area of the Dead Sea to be dry land. Geological evidence shows a cataclysmic upheaval in that region in the time of Abraham.  Ryrie, p. 27. 

14:5-7 the Rephaim lived on both sides of the Jordan River. the Zuzim lived S of the Rephaim and E of the Jordan. the Emim were giants who lived in the land of Moab. the Horites lived in the area of Mount Seir, SW of the Dead Sea, a land later inhabited by the Edomites. all the country of the Amalekites was between the Negev (the desert area of southern Judah) and Sinai. The Amalekites did not exist in Abraham’s time (see 36:12), but the territory is described this way in order to identify it clearly for Moses’ readers. the Amorites were scattered throughout Palestine. The route of the invasion was NW through the Negev, circling back on the allies in the valley of Siddim.  Ryrie, p. 28. 

14:12 At first Lot lived near Sodom (13:12), but now in Sodom. Yet all the time he was tormented by its wickedness (2 Peter 2:8).  Ryrie, p. 28. 

14:15 Hobah. The site is uncertain, though it was N of Damascus.  Ryrie, p. 28. 

14:17 the valley of Shaveh. One of the valleys surrounding Jerusalem, possibly the Kidron (see also 2 Sam. 18:18).  Ryrie, p. 28. 

14:18 Melchizedek king of Salem. An historical person, king of Jerusalem (cf. Ps. 76:2), who typified Christ. See Ps. 110:4 and notes on Heb. 7. His name means “king of righteousness.” bread and wine. Rations for the troops, in appreciation of Abraham’s laudable victory. God Most High. Heb., El Elyon, emphasizing God’s strength and sovereignty. Evidently a group of people who knew the true Creator-God lived in Jerusalem under the king-priest Melchizedek.   The Tell Mardikh tablets (ca. 2300 B.C.) contain the name Jerusalem and hundreds of other place and personal names like Hazor, Megiddo, Gaza, Abram, and Israel. Ryrie, p. 28.  

15:18-21 The boundaries of the Promised Land are now given for the first time. This promise has not yet been fulfilled but will be when Christ returns.  See note on Dt. 1:7-8.  the river of Egypt. i.e., the Nile.  Some understand this to refer to the Wadi el-Arish (E of the Nile), which is also called “the river of Egypt.” However, the word for river used here means “a large river.” A different word meaning “a stream” is used for a wadi, which does not always have water in it.  Ryrie.  
16:2 Sleep with my maidservant.  Surrogate mothers: Gen. 16:1-16; 30:1-13.  The hostility between Arabs and Jews all started with 2 women in one man’s tent.  God never authorized this plan.

16:4-6 After Hagar conceived, Sarah apparently reduced her to her former status as a slave and she was no longer Abraham’s concubine. This was Sarah’s legal right, though we may sympathize with Hagar’s plight.  Ryrie.  

17:12 Why the 8th day?  Vitamin K is not present in normal amounts until the 5th to the 7th day; prothrombin was 30% on 3rd day and rises to 100% on the 7th day.  Ten times greater risk of urinary tract infection without circumcision (Reader’s Digest).  Circumcision prevents penile cancer (Journal of American medical Assoc.).  “Modern medicine has shown that circumcision brings a health benefit—the wives of circumcised men have a much lower risk of contracting cervical cancer because the lack of a foreskin reduces the male’s ability to harbor and transmit the human papillomavirus.  Interestingly, the study of blood clotting factor levels in newborns has also shown that circumcision on the eighth day—the age prescribed to Abraham (Gn 17:12)—is the safest time in a male’s life to have this surgery.”  John A. Bloom, “How Can Modern Medicine Relate to the Old Testament?” Apologetics Study Bible, 233.

18:1-19:2 At first glance, the identity of the persons with whom Abraham (chap. 18) and Lot (chap.19) interacted may seem confusing.  There are references to “the Lord” (18:1,10), “three men” (18:2,9) and “two angels” (19:1).  The best explanation is that both the Lord and angels took human form (appeared to be human beings).  Of the three, the Lord conversed with Abraham (18:1,10-33), while the two angels (19:1) continued on to Sodom, where Lot responded to them (19:1-2) in a manner similar to the way in which Abraham had met the three men in 18:1-4, implying that their appearance remained human.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 31.

19:9 Taking a stand against immorality, generally results in an accusation of being judgmental.  See Judges 19:22-25.

19:24 brimstone and fire.  Deposits of sulfur (brimstone) and asphalt (cf. 14:10) have been found in this area. Possibly an earthquake occurred and lightning ignited the gases that were released, causing a rain of fire and smoke. Ryrie, p. 34.  Strabo (1st century) described the area as having “severe odors, asphalt seepage, general burned complexion to the area,” and Tacitus said the “. . . ground looks burned and has lost its fertility.”
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“ . . . British geologist, Graham Harris, believes he may have proved that the two cities really existed . . .”  

Unstable Area 

Dr. Harris thinks Sodom and Gomorrah were built on the shores of the Dead Sea so that they could trade in naturally-occurring asphalt. 

This tarry substance was used in ancient times to waterproof boats and to hold stones together in buildings. But the ground next to the Dead Sea is very unstable, lying on the joint between two of the Earth's tectonic plates which are moving in opposite directions.  The area is vulnerable to earthquakes.
Flammable Methane 

Geological and archaeological evidence suggest that a huge one took place about four and a half thousand years ago - the time of the Biblical destruction.  Flammable methane pockets lie under the Dead Sea shores; the earthquake would have ignited them, the ground would have turned to quicksand, and a massive landslide would have swept the cities into the water.  Experiments carried out at Cambridge University have backed up this account. 

19:24 Sodom and Gomorrah are God’s Exhibit A on the sin of homosexuality in 20 different passages:  Deut. 29:23; 32:32; Amos 4:11; Is. 1:9, 3:9; 13:19; Jer. 23:14; 49:18; 50:40; Zeph. 2:9; Lamen. 4:6; Ezek. 16:46-55; Mt. 10:15; 11:24; Lk. 10:12; 17:29; Rom. 9:29; 2 Pet. 2:6; Jude 7; Rev. 11:8.  There is no scientific evidence to support homosexuality being genetic.  Simon Levey says that what he originally cited as research that homosexuality is in the brain now admits his research is in error.   If genetic, what would happen over a period of 5,000 years?  By definition, the gene would self eliminate because it is incapable of reproducing.  “First, it is claimed that homosexuality is genetic.  Therefore, personal responsibility for the condition would be as inappropriate as an apology for blue eyes or old age.  However, geneticists point out that any gene clustering in the embryo that does not or cannot lead to reproduction and therefore to the perpetuation of a species gene pool is by definition “maladaptive.”  That is to say, such a clustering is counterproductive of the fundamental purpose of genetic behavior.  In these terms homosexuality, if it be genetic in origin, cannot be reproductive of the race and therefore represents in its very condition a deviation from genetic norms.  It is a violation of genetic purpose.”  Bennett J. Sims, “Sex and Homosexuality,” Christianity Today, Feb. 25, 1978, p. 28.  Identical twins have by definition the same genetic structure.  If one has a homosexual gene then the other must have it, but with about 50% of identical twins, one is heterosexual and the other is homosexual.  Dr. Robert L. Spitzer is a professor of psychiatry at Columbia University. In 1973, he persuaded the American Psychiatric Association to remove homosexuality from its official diagnostic manual of mental disorders. At the time, Dr. Spitzer was hailed by many as a scientific Moses, leading homosexuals out of their closeted captivity.  In early May, Dr. Spitzer spoke again to the APA at its meeting in New Orleans. This time he had a different message: "Contrary to conventional wisdom, some highly motivated individuals, using a variety of change efforts, can make substantial change in multiple indicators of sexual orientation." In other words, according to Dr. Spitzer, once homosexual does not necessarily mean always homosexual.  Dr. Spitzer interviewed 200 men and women who said they had experienced a significant transition from homosexual to heterosexual attraction, and had sustained this shift for five years. "Like most psychiatrists," Spitzer says, "I thought homosexual behavior could only be resisted, and that no one could really change their sexual orientation. I now believe that to be false. Some people can and do change." Cal Thomas, “New Study:  Gays Can Go Straight,” Southern California Christian Times, June 2001, p. 8.

20:1-2 God’s promise of a child within a year (18:10) was being tested.

20:14-15 At Sarah’s age, it is significant that beauty is not mentioned as the reason for taking her into the king’s harem, as it was before (12:14-15).  The likely reason for taking her was her wealth, since, as Abraham’s presumed “sister,” she would have had some control over the family’s vast holdings. . . . in upper Mesopotamia where Abraham came from it had been common for a wealthy man to legally adopt his wife as his sister, thus enhancing her social status.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 34.

21:9 mocking. This is the same Heb. root as the name “Isaac” but in an intensive form.  This is also used in 19:14 and 39:14-17.

22:2, 5 Abraham’s affirmation that he and the boy would return indicates his faith that, if necessary, God would raise Isaac from the dead (Heb. 11:17,19).

22:17 Astronomers with the aid of telescopes believe there are over a billion other galaxies and each with 10 billion stars.  

24:10 Camels can drink 27 gallons of water in 10 minutes with a weight gain of 227 lbs.  “A camel can go without water for days or even months.  The amount of water a camel drinks varies with the time of year and with the weather.  Camels need less water in winter when the weather is cool and the plants they eat contain more moisture than in summer.  Camels that graze in the Sahara can go all winter without water and may refuse to drink if water is offered to them.  But in very hot weather, a large, thirsty camel can drink up to 53 gallons (200 liters) a day.  This water is not stored in the camel's body but replaces water previously used up.  World Book Encyclopedia.
25:19-26 There is a reoccurring theme of the younger son displacing the older which was contrary to the custom of the oldest son being the primary heir.  

26:34-35 source of grief.  multiple wives = multiple woes (cf. 26:8-9).

27:24 Jacob received the blessing he wanted, but deceiving his father cost him dearly.  Consequences of the deceit included:  (1) he never saw his mother again; (2) his brother wanted to kill him; (3) he was deceived by his uncle, Laban; (4) his family became torn by strife; (5) Esau became the founder of an enemy nation; (6) he was exiled from his family for years.  Ironically, Jacob would have received the birthright and blessing anyway (25:23).  Imagine how different his life would have been had he and his mother waited for God to work his way, in his time!  Life Application Bible, p. 58.

30:31-33 Jacob agreed to take care of Laban’s flocks if he could keep as his wages the off-colored and spotted animals that would be born. Ryrie, p. 56.   “ . . . in the East the goats, as a rule, are black or dark-brown, rarely white or spotted with white, and that the sheep for the most part are white, very seldom black or speckled. Jacob required as wages, namely, all the speckled, spotted, and black among the sheep, and all the speckled, spotted, and white among the goats; . . .“ Keil & Delitzsch.  

30:34-36 Laban, true to character and acting in a manner not entirely foreign to the basic laws of heredity, separated the off-colored animals so as to reduce further Jacob’s chances of acquiring a large herd. However, those animals not visibly spotted had latent genes that would produce spotted offspring. Ryrie, p. 56.

30:37-43 Jacob placed partially stripped branches from certain trees in the watering troughs to stimulate the animals to reproductive activity. Jacob, an experienced shepherd, also practiced selective breeding (vv. 40-42). Yet he attributed his prosperity to the intervention of God (cf. 31:7, 9). Ryrie, p. 56.  “Whatever fixes their attention (of sheep) in copulation is marked upon the young” (see the proofs in Bochart, Hieroz. 1, 618, and Friedreich zur Bibel 1, 37ff.).

30:41-42 The meaning is probably this: he only adopted this plan at the summer copulation, not the autumn; for, in the opinion of the ancients (Pliny, Columella), lambs that were conceived in the spring and born in the autumn were stronger than those born in the spring (cf. Bochart l.c. p. 582).  Keil & Delitzsch. Biologists admit to prenatal influences.  Flocks bore twice a year, strong in the fall and the weak in the spring.  Leupold, Genesis.

30:43 exceedingly prosperous.  Lit., burst out exceedingly exceedingly.

31:19-20 The Bible does not condone, but merely observes, Rachel’s “sin of commission” (i.e., stealing her father’s household idols) and Jacob’s “sin of omission” (i.e., not telling Laban he was leaving though he was still employed by him as his herdsman).  The narrative reveals that both sins caused larger problems, giving Laban reason to pursue and endanger Jacob’s family and herds.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 52.  

31:35 Don’t be angry . . . I cannot stand up.   It was customary for children to rise in the presence of their parents.

31:30, 32-35  “. . . Jacob had learned deception from his father (26:7-10) and mother (27:5-17), Rachel took after her father as a master deceiver.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 52.  

32:24 Jacob is likely 97 years old.  Jacob recognizes his desperate need for God (Hosea 12:3-4).  God’s principle:  brokenness precedes blessing.  

32:31 Peniel means “face of God.”

32:32: Whether Jacob’s limp was temporary or permanent is not indicated.

33:8-11 Since the Hebrew word for “present” is verse 11 is the same as that used in 27:35 for Esau’s expected “blessing” as the older son, it is likely Jacob is sincerely attempting to repay the “blessing” he had deceptively stolen from Esau.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 56.  

37:1-47:25 

Joseph

· Joseph was a beloved son of his father (Gen. 37:3).

· Joseph exposed his brothers' sin, and they hated him for it (Gen. 37:2, 4-5).

· Judah sold Joseph for 20 pieces of silver (Gen. 37:26-28).

· Joseph was tempted by sin but did not yield (Gen. 39:7-12).

· Joseph was confined in prison with two criminals (Gen. 40:1-3).

· One criminal died and one lived (Gen. 40:21-22).

· Joseph was raised from death's prison (Gen. 41:14).

· Joseph was a deliverer of his people (Gen. 47:25).

Jesus
· Jesus was the beloved Son of His Father (Mt. 3:17).

· Jesus exposed the sin of His people, and they hated Him for it (Jhn. 15:18).

· Judas sold Jesus for 30 pieces of silver (Mt. 26:15).

· Jesus was tempted by Satan but did not yield (Mt. 4:1-11).

· Jesus was put on the cross with two criminals (Mk. 15:27-28).

· One criminal died and one was taken to Paradise (Lk. 23:39-43).

· Jesus was raised from death's tomb (Col. 2:12).

· Jesus was the Savior of His people (1 Tim. 4:10).

37:15-17  The brothers had moved the family’s herds from Shechem to Dothan.  Though located in northern Palestine, Dothan was situated on the primary trade route between the Fertile Crescent and Egypt.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 56.  

40:1-4  The king’s “cupbearer” (or butler) and “baker” were highly trusted “officers” in ancient royal courts.  They made sure the king was not poisoned in his food or drink, and because they were highly trusted, both often served as his advisers.  The honor of their positions is reflected by the fact that, though they had “offended” Pharaoh, their imprisonment was a kind of house arrest in which Joseph served as their “personal attendant.” Apologetics Study Bible, p. 65.  

41:45  In contrast to Daniel’s being given a Babylonian name to draw him into the culture of Babylon (Dn 1:6-7), Joseph’s Egyptian name recognized his faith in the God of Israel.  Zaphenath-paneah means “the God speaks and lives.”  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 68.  

44:1-45:3 This extended episode hangs together seamlessly.  Joseph set up his final test to establish two things.  He wanted to determine whether his brothers would attempt to lie their way out the situation.  And he wanted to see if they would desert their youngest brother, Benjamin, in favor of their own self-interest—what they had done, essentially, in selling Joseph into slavery many years before.  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 68.  

44:2 Joseph’s cup was a symbol of his authority.  It was thought to have supernatural powers, and to steal it was a serious crime. Such goblets were used for predicting the future.  A person poured water into the cup and interpreted the reflections, ripples, and bubbles.  Joseph wouldn’t have needed his cup, since God told him everything he needed to know about the future.  Life Application Bible, p. 88.

44:5 It is unlikely that Joseph used divination; rather, this statement (made in order to attach special significance to the cup) was part of the situation Joseph contrived in order to test his brothers. Would they seize on this opportunity to get rid of Benjamin, or had their hearts indeed been changed so that they would stand with him?  Ryrie, p. 78.

Jacob’s Blessings and Prophecies

The land was divided by lots so prophecies could not have been subtly arranged (Num. 26:54-56).

48:14 Again God bypassed the older son (Manasseh) in favor of the younger (Ephraim), just as was done in the cases of choosing Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, and Joseph over Reuben. After the division of the kingdom in the days of Jeroboam, the tribe of Ephraim (as predicted in v. 19) did become dominant in the north and its name was equated with Israel (see Isa. 7:2; Hos. 4:17; 13:1).

49:3-4 Reuben, the firstborn, forfeited his place of preeminence because of his fornication with Bilhah (35:22). Jacob predicted instability and ineffectiveness. Uncontrolled as water means literally "a boiling over of water," a vivid illustration of instability. No prophet, judge, or hero came from this tribe (Judg. 5:15-16; 1 Chron. 5:1).

49:5-7 Simeon and Levi are condemned for their cruelty and hot-tempered anger in the slaying of the Shechemites (34:25). In 49:6, Jacob disassociates himself from their motives and actions. they lamed oxen. I.e., they cut the leg tendons of oxen, a wanton act of destruction. I will disperse . . . And scatter. Simeon was given an inheritance within the inheritance of Judah (Josh. 19:1; see also 1 Chron. 4:39-43). The Levites had no inheritance of their own, only cities scattered throughout the land (Josh. 21:1-3). The Levites redeemed themselves by opposing the idolatry connected with the golden calf (Ex. 32:26), and they became the priestly tribe.

49:8-12  Judah (meaning "praise") would become the leader among the tribes, strong as a young lion that has eaten his prey and secure as a mature lion whom no one would dare to rouse (v. 9). This prediction did not begin to be fulfilled until the time of King David, some 640 years after Jacob's prophecy. Shiloh comes. Probably means "the one who brings (or, until he comes into that which belongs to) peace," referring to Messiah who would be of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5). At His second coming, Messiah will receive international acknowledgment. Verses 11-12 describe the millennial prosperity, with vines so plentiful no one will hesitate to tie an ass to them (even though asses are herbivorous animals), with wine abundant as water, and with healthy people. (dull from wine may possibly mean "brighter and more sparkling than wine.")

49:13 at the seashore. Lit., toward the sea; i.e., Zebulun would have contact with sea merchants (Josh. 19:10-16).

49:14-15 Issachar would be strong, but docile and lazy; between the sheepfolds (or, bowing down beneath a double burden) may mean that he will be situated between sheep keeping peoples or that he will be very strong.

49:16-18 Samson, a Danite (cf. Judg. 13:2ff.), judged Israel for 20 years. But the Danites also introduced idolatry into Israel on an official basis (Judg. 18:30-31). This may be the reason Dan is omitted from the tribes in Rev. 7:4-8 (see note there).

49:19 Gad, when settled E of the Jordan, would be vulnerable to attack and therefore need strong warriors (1 Chron. 5:18; 12:8).

49:20 Asher was given the rich seacoast area N of Mount Carmel (Josh. 19:24-31).

49:21 Naphtali is described as a doe, known for its swiftness, and as eloquent of speech (Judg. 4:6, 15; 5:1-31).

49:22-26 The blessing of Joseph is the most eloquent of all. Verses 23-24 are a brief biography of Joseph. In later years, Joshua and Deborah were from the tribe of Ephraim, and Gideon and Jephthah, from the tribe of Manasseh (Ryrie, p. 85-87).
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Scientists Uncover Sodom's Fiery End


Andrew Craig, BBC News, Saturday, 18 August, 2001, 04:38 GMT 05:38 UK How British artist John Martin imagined the cities' end
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