Daniel Bible Notes
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Daniel Overview.  Daniel is the Revelation of the Old Testament.  Dan. 1-6 is primarily historical with some prophetic revelation, and Dan. 7-12 is primarily prophetic with some historical.  Dan. 7 is a summary of Dan. 8-12.  Key themes in Daniel include:  Commitment:  1:8; 3:12; 6:10; 9:2-3; 10:2-3; 
Angels:  8:16; 9:21; 10:13, 20, 21; 11:1; Resurrection:  12:2; Antichrist:  7:24-25; 9:27; 11:36.
The City of Babylon.  The name of Babylon is from two words, balal meaning "confused" and babi1i, the "gate of god."  Based on the International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia and Herodotus, the walls and dimensions of the city are astounding.  Some question the measurements of Herodotus in calculating the dimensions of Babylon, but without question this was a magnificent city.   
Inner Wall:  21 feet thick with towers every 60 feet, 14 miles long, walls were 90 feet high with towers above this.  Chariots could travel side by side on top of the wal1.
Outer Wall:  56 miles long; 196 sq. mi., 311 ft. high (like a football field on end or a 30 story bldg.); 87 ft. wide (park 11 cars abreast); 100 gates of solid brass; 250 watchtowers 420 ft. high. 

Canal:  routed from the river to surround the city.  Located six feet outside the wall with a brick moat which can be pulled up as a defense.  The moat was 30 ft. wide.
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The City Plan of Babylon

Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, Vol. 1, p. 442.

Ishtar Gate:  a small temple with 100's of pornographic female figurines of clay.  The main entrance or fortress had two 40 ft. high double towers.  Just inside was the royal palace (350 yds. by 200 yds.) grouped around 5 courts.  One court (197 ft. by 164 ft.) gave access to the throne room (165 ft. by 143 ft.).  This was the place of Belshazzar's feast for 1000 (Dan. 5:1, 5).
Procession Way:  72' wide street which would be like a six-lane highway (highways allow 11 ft. per lane).  Inscribed on the street, "I am Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon . . . I paved the road of Babylon with mountain stone for the procession of the mighty lord Marduk. May Marduk grant me eternal life."
Hanging Gardens:  One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World built on lofty terraces of brick measuring 400 ft. by 400 ft.  by 75 ft. above the ground.  To irrigate the flowers and trees, slaves worked in shifts turning screws to lift water from the Euphrates River.  This was built so Nebuchadnezzar's princess from the mountain country would feel at home.
Temple Tower:  which may be the Tower of Babel.  This was a seven-story monument (300 ft. high by 300 ft. on each side of the base).  It had stairs going up on each level.  It was thought that Marduk slept here on his royal bed.  No one ever entered but the lady of the King’s choice for the night.
Marduk Temple:  a magnificent structure with 22 tons of gold in it (44,000 Ibs. of gold at $500/ounce=$352,000,000.00).  Located throughout the city, there were shrines, chapels, and altars to the gods.  An inscription lists 53 temples of the great gods, 55 chapels to Marduk, 300 chapels for the earthly deities, 600 for the heavenly deities, and 400 altars to the gods.
Bridge:  a phenomena of engineering to build a seven-tier bridge over the swift Euphrates River.
Culture of Babylon:  included an elaborate water system with canals, laws controlling use of water, a standard of weights and measures, dictionaries, mathematical treatisies, and astronomical tables.
Charles F. Pfeiffer and Howard F. Vos, Wycliffe Historical Geography of Bible Lands, p. 2-44.
Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, p. 304.

Life in Bible Times, National Geographic Society, p. 52-53, 273-284.
The World's Last Mysteries, Reader's Digest, "The Men Who Built the Tower of Babel," p. 169-179.
The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, Vol . 1 , p. 440-442.
Great People of the Bible and How They Lived, Reader's Digest, p. 234-235.
World Book. Vol. 17, p. 253-255.

International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, citing Herodotus (Vol. 1, p. 178-181).

1:2 treasure house of his god.  “Nebuchadnezzar’s god was Marduk, the god of cosmic order and the chief god of the Babylonian pantheon.” Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1384.

1:4 Youths:  ages 14-17.  Plato:  Persians began education at 14, and Xenophen says they were trained until 17.  The Chaldeans borrowed this from the Persians.

1:4 The “language and literature of the Babylonians” include the classical literature in Sumerian and Akkadian cuneiform, a complicated syllabic writing system. . . The language of normal communication in multiracial Babylon was Aramaic, which was written in an easily learned alphabetic script and understood by all.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1384.  

1:7 "The new names implied submission to Nebuchadnezzar’s authority (see Ge 17:5; 2 Ki 23:34 and their notes).  The names of pagan gods were incorporated into the meanings of these Babylonian names:  Belteshazzar probably means 'Bel (i.e., Marduk), protect his life!'; Shadrack 'command of Aku (the Sumerian moon god)'; Meshack 'Who is what Aku is?'; and Abednego 'servant of Nego/Nebo/Nabu.'" Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1384. 

1:8 Being used by God begins with surrender to God’s discipline.  Live without compromise your convictions.

1:12 vegetables (Heb. zeron):  root of the word is seed and is translated grain in Is. 23:3; Job 39:12.

1:15 nourished: fairer in color and firmer—not fatter.

1:19 the king talked. (Heb. dabar, piel imperative):  an intensive examination.

2:1 The date was 604 B.C.  The king has insomnia, the man who had everything.  The King knew the dream but wanted to test the wise men to see if they were conning him (2:9).

2:31-45 Babylon was the Golden City (Is. 14:4; Jer. 25:7-11):  626-539 BC; Medes and Persians:  538-333 BC; Greece:  333-63 BC; Rome:  63 BC and divided between east and west in 293 AD.

The first kingdom is identified as Babylon (2:38), the head of gold (v. 32) and winged lion (7:4).  The lion was a recognized symbol of Babylonian royalty, as demonstrated by statues and reliefs of lions excavated from Babylon's ruins.  The plucking of wings and subsequent trans​formation into a man perhaps represents Nebuchadnezzar's illness and restoration.

The second, bear-like beast, "raised upon one of its sides" (7:5), corresponds to the Per​sian domination in the Medo-Persian Empire after the defeat of Astyages by Cyrus II (the fact that the bear is raised on one side sym​bolizes the ascendancy of the Persians over the Medes).   Similarly, the ram of Daniel 8 is described as having two horns, one longer than the other, identified as the kings of Media and Persia (8:20). Under Cyrus and his son Cambyses three kingdoms were "chewed up," as represented by the three ribs in the bear's mouth (7:5). These kingdoms were Lydia (546 b.c.), the Chaldean Empire (539 b.c.) and Egypt (525 b.c.).
The third beast, a four-winged, four-headed leopard (7:6), represents the Greek Empire.  The swiftness and agility of the leopard (cf. Hab 1:8 on Babylonia) symbolizes the speed of Alexander the Great, who con​quered all the known world between 334 and 323 b.c.  After his untimely death the kingdom was divided among four of his generals, as symbolized by the four heads of the leopard: (1) Cassander over Greece and Macedonia; (2) Lysimachus over Thrace and Asia Minor; (3) Seleucus over Syria and the Middle East; and (4) Ptolemy over Egypt. At the same time, the number four should probably not be pressed here; the Greek kingdoms after the death of Alexander were for some time quite unstable, and various dynasties rose and fell (Lysimachus, e.g., was slain in battle in 281 b.c., and no dynasty followed him). The number four is probably just rep​resentative of the several Greek kingdoms that at various times controlled parts of the Near East and, in particular, the Holy Land.

The final kingdom “different from all the former beasts" (7:7), denotes Rome. The two iron legs of the image (2:33) may reflect that the empire could generally be characterized as having two major parts, one in the east (where Greek was the principal language) and the other in the west (where Latin dominated).The ten horns may represent the various rulers and dynasties who governed the Roman Empire (again, "ten" here represents a plurality and should not be pressed for ten specific historical counterparts).  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1388. 

2:44 Some have wondered if the European Common Market would develop as the 10 nations of Daniel's prophecy.  European Common Market was formed with six nations on January 1, 1958.  Henry Spaak, one of the early planners of the European Common Market and former Secretary-General of NATO, said, “We do not want another committee.  We have too many already.  What we want is a man of sufficient stature to hold the allegiance of all people and to lift us out of the economic morass into which we are sinking.  Send us such a man and be he god or devil, we will receive him.”
2:47 Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges God, and it sounds as if he is now a believer.  No, not yet.

3:1-30 Burning was a practice of Babylonian rulers.  "Advanced techniques for smelting and refining metals in furnaces were developed early in human civilizations. . . . The most common alloys refined were copper, silver, lead and gold.  Brick kilns were usually constructed either as circular domes or as taller, chimney-like structures.  One kiln discovered at Nippur (from approximately 2000 B.C.) is fashioned like a railway tunnel, with one end blocked and the other serving as an entrance.  Kilns were heated with charcoal to extreme temperatures of 900-1000o C (1652-1832o F).  As depicted in Daniel 3, punishment by burning is well attested in the ancient Near East. . . . The Code of Hammurabi (an ancient Babylonian law code) stipulates burning for various crimes. . . . Jeremiah records that Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, roasted two false prophets, Ahab and Zedekiah, in the fire (Jer 29:21-22)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1389. 

3:1 "Ancient rulers commonly constructed large statues (e.g., the Great Sphinx in Egypt), and Herodotus wrote that a solid gold statue of Bel (Marduk) in Babylon stood 18 feet high."  Apologetic Study Bible, p. 1273.

The possible base of the statue has been discovered 40 feet square by 25 feet high.  In total, it stood 100 feet high, 5 feet taller than Colossus of Rhodes (One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World).

3:4-5 Neb’s Rock Band:  Babylonians loved music (Ps. 137:1-3).

3:8 denounced (Heb. adel):  to eat or devour.

4:33 This is a condition known as zoanthropy or lycanthropy which still exists today.  Another condition is boanthropy, cow-like behavior.  Historians of Assyriology agree a gap exists in Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (Cambridge Ancient History, Vol. 3, p. 216).  This malady, in which men regard themselves as beasts and imitate their manner of life, is called insania zoanthropica, or, in the case of those who think themselves wolves, lycanthropia. The condition is described in a manner true to nature. Even “as to the eating of grass,” as G. Rösch, in the Deutsch. Morgenl. Zeitschr. xv. p. 521, remarks, “there is nothing to perplex or that needs to be explained. It is a circumstance that has occurred in recent times, as e.g., in the case of a woman in the Württemberg asylum for the insane.” Historical documents regarding this form of madness have been collected by Trusen in his Sitten, Gebr. u. Krank. der alten Hebräer, p. 205f., 2nd ed., and by Friedreich in Zur Bibel, i. p. 308f. (Note: Regarding the statement, “his hair grew as the feathers of an eagle,” etc., Friedr. remarks, p. 316, that, besides the neglect of the external appearance, there is also to be observed the circumstance that sometimes in psychical maladies the nails assume a peculiarly monstrous luxuriance with deformity. Besides, his remaining for a long time in the open air is to be considered, “for it is an actual experience that the hair, the more it is exposed to the influences of the rough weather and to the sun's rays, the more does it grow in hardness, and thus becomes like unto the feathers of an eagle.”)  Keil and Delitzsch, Old Testament Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol. VI, p. 516.  

Raymond Harris cites his experience with this observed in a mental hospital in 1946:  “The patient was in his early twenties.  He had reportedly been hospitalized for about five years.  His symptoms were well developed and upon admission, and diagnosis was immediate and conclusive.  He was of average height and weight with a good physique and bodily health.  His mental symptoms include pronounced anti-social tendencies, and because of this, he spent the entire day from dawn to dusk outdoors on the grounds of the institution.  His daily routine consisted of wandering around the magnificent lawns in which the otherwise dingy hospital was beautifully graced, and it was his custom to pluck up and eat handfuls of the grass as he went along.  On observation, he seemed to discriminate between grass and weeds and upon inquiry from the attendant, it was observed that the diet of the patient consisted exclusively of grass from hospital lawns.  He never ate institutional food with the other patients and his only drink was water.  The writer was able to examine him curiously and the only physical abnormality consisted of a lengthening of the hair and course, thickened condition of the fingernails.

5:1 Rulers of the Chaldean Empire:  Nabopolassar (625-605 B.C.); Nebuchadnezzar (605-562 B.C.), son of Nabopolassar; Amel Marduk (Evil-Merodach, 562-560 B.C.), son of Nebuchadnezzar; Nerglissar (560-566 B.C.), son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar; Labashi-Marduk (556 B.C.), son of Nerglissar and grandson of Nebuchadnezzar; Nabonidus (556-539 B.C.), son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar; Belshazzar (553 (?)-539 B.C.), son of Nabonidus and grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. 

5:1 King Belshazzar.  Nabonidus was the last king of Babylon and the father of Belshazzar.  "Nabonidus made Belshazzar co-regent when he retired to Arabia, presumably to consolidate the weakening empire.  This explains Belshazzar's offered reward to Daniel of becoming 'the third highest ruler in the kingdom'" (vv. 7, 16).  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1393.  "During the approximate ten-year reign of Belshazzar, Nabonidus remained on campaign in Tema (Arabia).  Nabonidus also was apparently devoted to the god Sin; he had no interest in the worship of Marduk (the chief Babylonian god) and even ceased to observe the traditional New Year festival.  He was thus despised as a monarch. . . . Belshazzar exercised all the functions of kingship, including receiving tribute, granting leases and attending to the upkeep of the temples, as attested in several business letters and contracts contemporary to his reign."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1394.  Under Belshazzar, there was a 50% rate of inflation due to excessive government spending which caused wide spread famine.  Xenophon tells of the corruption of Belshazzar:  "On a hunting trip, one of Belshazzar's nobles was the first to bag his limit.  This so enraged the king that he drew his sword and killed the nobleman on the spot, thus setting a precedent which caused many a prudent hunter of the Chaldean Empire to feign poor markmanship!  On another occasion, the king hosted a party similar to the orgy described in our passage.  During the festivities, a courtier named Gadates was admired by one of the king's concubines.  For this breach of royal favor the unfortunate man was castrated!" (Robert Thieme).  

5:5 It was customary to write the great deeds of kings on palace walls sort of like a newspaper today.  

5:10 "The 'queen' could have been (1) the wife of Nebuchadnezzar, (2) the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar and the wife of Nabonidus or (3) the wife of Nabonidus but not the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1394.  

5:30 According to Herodotus and Xenophen, Babylon was entered by diverting the Euphrates River and entering the city while the people were having a drunken festival (Oct. 11 or 12, 539 BC).  “The Persians, after laying siege to Babylon, saw they could in no way storm the massive walls or break down their gates.  They had two Babylonian deserters, Gobryas and Gadatas, enter their camp.  At this time, Chrysantas, a counselor to Cyrus, made the observation that the Euphrates River ran underneath these gigantic walls and was deep enough and wide enough to march an army under.  Cyrus ordered his troops to dig huge ditches and the two deserters to lay plans for attacking Babylon from within her walls.  While the Persians were building canals to divert the course of the river, the Babylonians were laughing and mocking their seemingly helpless enemy outside their walls.  The Babylonians were carousing at an annual feast to their gods and celebrating their victory over the Persians (as recorded in Daniel 8) without realizing that Cyrus had diverted the Euphrates river from underneath the walls of Babylon and was at that very time entering the city with his troops.  One might say that city was taken without a fight, thanks to two deserters and the drunkenness of the Babylonians.”  Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, p. 304.
6:1 Daniel was at least 80 years old.  Darius is not mentioned in any other historical accounts.  “Darius the Mede could also have been a subordinate king appointed by Cyrus to rule over Babylon.  The Hebrew of 9:1 supports this position, stating that Darius was made king, using a passive verb.  Also, the Aramaic of Daniel 5:31 states that Darius ‘received the kingdom (NIV “took over the kingdom”).’  Normally an author would not speak of a conqueror ‘receiving’ a kingdom.  Thus, it may be conjectured that Darius the Mede was not a ‘king’ of the same standing as Cyrus but rather a subordinate.  It is important to note that the book of Daniel never refers to this Darius as the king either of Persia or of the Medes but simply as the ruler of Babylon.”  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1396. 

6:7  lions' den.  This was a change from the days of Babylon and the fiery furnace.  The Persians worshipped the god of fire.

6:18, 21 The king and the lions spent the night fasting.

7:1 The events of chapter 7 precede the events of chapter 5.

7:4 The lion is the king of beasts, and the eagle is the king of birds.   “The lion with an eagle’s wings is a cherub symbolizing the Neo-Babylonian Empire.”  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1397. 

7:5 raised up on one of its sides.  Persia had prominence over Media.  Medo-Persia gained victories with a vast number of troops.  Xerxes expedition against Greece had 2,500,000 soldiers.

7:5 three ribs in its mouth between its teeth.  This was the conquest of three kingdoms:  Lydia, Babylonia, and Egypt.  

7:6 leopard . . . it had four wings like those of a bird . . . four heads.  A four-winged leopard can move faster than a two-winged lion.  In two years, Alexander the Great defeated the whole Persian empire.  The kingdom was divided into four parts:  Cassander ruling Macedonia; Lysander ruling Thrace and Asia Minor; Seleucus ruling Syria and Persia; and Ptolemy ruling Egypt.

7:7, 19-23 large iron teeth.  Rome is known as the "iron kingdom."  Rome was different than the others, but it was also like a leopard, bear, and lion since it was built on the three previous empires (Rev. 13:1-2).  Rome boasted that she did not destroy cultures but incorporated them into her own.
7:7 ten horns.  References to ten horns or 10 nations include:  Dan. 2:31-35; 40-45; 7:7-8, 19-24; Rev. 13:1-2; 17:3, 7, 12-18.  Seven heads or mountains (Rev. 17:9) and ten horns or 10 nations (Rev. 17:12).
7:8 The antichrist "little horn" rises from among the ten horns.  The balance of power changes (v. 8,20) as the three horns are plucked.  He is a political genius.  It sound violent in English, but in Hebrew it indicates a gradual take over in power (Rev. 6:2).  The antichrist makes peace with Israel (Dan. 9:25).  The antichrist is a man (v. 8) with great speaking ability (v. 8, 20) who boasts of great things and solves world problems (Rev. 13:5).  The antichrist sets up an image who will speak for him.  Some think it will be a tape recorder or a computer.  The antichrist is a legal and commercial genius with a world-wide economic system (7:25; Rev. 18) who performs marvelous miracles (2 Thess. 2:9; Rev. 13:2-4) while waging war on God's people (7:21; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:5-7).   

7:10 ten thousand times ten thousand:  100,000 million.

8:2 The ‘citadel of Susa’ was the acropolis (upper fortified area) and palace complex, which was distinguished from the surrounding city.”  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1400.

8:3-14 Here Daniel predicted Alexander the Great's conquests 200 years beforehand, and Antiochus's persecutions 350 years in advance (vv. 20-26).

8:4 The ram was the national emblem of Persia stamped on their coins, and the Persian zodiac sign was Aries the ram.  The king wore a ram’s head into battle.

8:5 Greek armies swept through Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, and Mesopotamia in 334-331 BC.  Josephus records that Alexander the Great was read 8:5-8 by Jewish scribes who said it referred to him.  He did at age 33 in a drunken stupor.
8:7 Greece literally crushed Media-Persia.

8:8  “With the death of Alexander the Great (the ‘large horn’) at the height of his power (323 B.C.), his kingdom was divided among the four generals.” Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1400.

8:9 Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.) ascended the throne following the murder of his brother, Philopater.  Jason, who may have been a Jew but assumed a Greek name, became high priest by making a deal with Antiochus.  2 Maccabees 4 describes him setting up a place of exercise (gaming house or stadium) and mentions discus throwing.  It was the practice of Greeks to exercise stark naked, and this was taking place in the valley next to the holy of holies (the temple was on a hill so everyone could see into the valley).  The priests began to participate and discovered the Greeks were uncircumcised.  They began to propagate that uncircumcision was proper.   He set up Zeus in the holy of holies.  1 Maccabees 1:  On the 15th of the month Chislev (Dec.), he built the abomination of desolation on the altar.  They burnt incense at the door of their houses, they tore the books of the law into pieces and burned them, anyone who found delight in the law suffered death.  On the 25th of the month, they offered sacrifices on the altar.  If any of the women had their children circumcised, they killed the babies, hung the dead baby around the mother's neck, paraded them through the streets, and forced them off a cliff to their death.  Antiochus was such a maniac that he imprinted on the coins, "THEOS ANTIOCHUS, THEOS EPIPHANES" (Antiochus God Manifest).  One hundred twenty-six of these coins have been found.  On one occasion, he sacked Jerusalem, and killed 80,000 Jews, sold 40,000 into slavery, plundered the temple, spread the fluids of the pigs he slaughtered on the altar all over the temple, forced pork down the throats of the priests, etc.  He established prostitution chambers in the areas where people used to come and worship. 
8:14 This may be the 2300 days from 171 BC to Dec. 25, 165 BC.  “This could refer to 2,300 full days.  But as morning and evening sacrifices were offered daily at the temple (9:21; Ex 29:38-39), ‘2,300 evenings and mornings’ quite possibly refers to the number of sacrifices consecutively offered on 1,150 days—the interval between the desecration of the altar by Antiochus and its reconsecration by Judas Maccabeus in December of 165 B.C.” Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1401.

8:20-25 Media-Persia 539-300 BC; Greece 330-63 BC.  Antiochus IV:  175-164 BC.  Verses 23-25 describe Antiochus Epiphanes (“god manifest”) IV who died in 164 B.C. 

8:27 This is a possible double fulfillment:  Mt. 24:15; Dan 8:19, 23; 9:21-27.

9:2 Daniel was reading the prophecy of Jeremiah in 29:10-13.  Daniel affirms God’s plan to give them a hope and a future, and begins the process with himself:  “Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” (29:12-13)  The Jews have been in exile for 67 or 68 years, and Daniel knows the time is close.  The captivity was from 605 to 538 BC.

9:4 Daniel associated himself in his prayer with the sins of his people 32 times.
9:24 seventy sevens (Heb. shabua):  a collection of 7 things (Gen. 29:15-28; Lev. 23:15-16). Context is years from 9:1-3. 

10:4 This is Daniel’s encounter with the Glorified Christ (Rev. 1:12-16).

11:2-4 Medes and Persians:  530-323 B.C.  "'Three more kings' is a reference to Cambyses (530-522 B.C.), Pseudo Smerdis or Gaumata (522 and Darius I (522-486).  The 'fourth' king was Xerxes I (486-465) . . . who attempted to conquer Greece in 480." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1405.

11:5-6 Greeks 323-246 BC, king of the south refers to Ptolemy I Soter.

11:7-35:  This is a sweeping panorama of the future:  246 BC (v. 7); 217 BC (v. 12); 197 BC (v. 16); 187 BC (v. 19); 175-164 BC (v. 21); 175-164 BC Antiochus IV Epiphanes (11:21).  Ryrie Study Bible:  "Here begins a remarkable section of detailed prophecy, first about Persia (v. 2), then Alexander the Great (vv. 3-4), the Ptolemies and Seleucids until Antiochus Epiphanes (vv. 5-20), Antiochus Epiphanes (vv. 21-35). All the details of these predictions have since been fulfilled accurately. Next Daniel gives a prophecy about Antichrist yet to be fulfilled (vv. 36-45).
11:3-4  a mighty king. Alexander the Great. 
11:5-20  This section traces the various struggles between the kings of the S (the Ptolemies of Egypt) and the kings of the N (the Seleucids of Syria). The king of the South in verse 5 is Ptolemy I (323-285 b.c.), who ruled Egypt and one of his princes was Seleucus I Nicator, whose kingdom eventually stretched from Palestine to India. 
11:6  Ptolemy II (285-246 b.c.) gave his daughter in marriage to Antiochus I, a Seleucid, but Antiochus deserted her and was later murdered. 
11:7-8  one of the descendants … will come. Ptolemy III (246-221 b.c.) invaded Syria in 246. 
11:9-13  A description of the seesaw struggles between the Seleucids and the Ptolemies between 223 and 200 B.C. 
11:15-20  Antiochus III (the Great) defeated the Egyptian army in Sidon (vv. 15-16). He came to terms with Ptolemy V and gave him his daughter in marriage (v. 17). He annexed the coastlands of Asia Minor and unsuccessfully tried to invade Greece (v. 18). He was defeated by the Romans at Magnesia in 190 B.C., was forced to pay tribute, and soon died (v. 19). He was succeeded by his son Seleucus IV (Philopator) who heavily taxed the people of Israel (v. 20). 
11:21-35  These verses describe the career of Antiochus IV (Epiphanes, 175-164 B.C.), who came to the throne by intrigue (v. 21), made several expeditions into Egypt (vv. 24-27), then turned his hatred on Israel (v. 28). The ships of Kittim (v. 30) refer to Roman power that came from the west past Kittim (Cyprus) to defeat Antiochus in Egypt. Venting his anger on the Jews, Antiochus declared the Mosaic ceremonies illegal and erected in the Holy Place a statue of Zeus (v. 31). Some Jews resisted and were martyred (vv. 32-33). 
11:36 Predictions about Antiochus IV Epiphanes conclude in verse 35, and Daniel begins to prophecy regarding the distant future.  

11:37  the gods of his fathers. Antichrist will have no respect for religion or religious heritages.   The phrase does not mean that Antichrist must be a Jew.  He will be unkind, cruel, and inhumane.
11:37 He will show no regard for . . . the desire of women, This could mean either the desire for children by a woman or no desire for women, i.e. homosexual?

11:38  Antichrist’s “god” will be military power. 
11:40-45  In the tribulation period the king of the South and the king of the North will attempt a pincer movement against Antichrist (v. 40). But with Palestine as his base (v. 41), he will first defeat Egypt, then Libya and Ethiopia (Sudan). will follow at his heels (v. 43). Shall be part of his dominion. rumors from the East and from the North (v. 44). May relate to the armies of Rev. 9:13-21; 16:12. The threat of these armies will cause Antichrist to return to Palestine, making his headquarters between Jerusalem and the Mediterranean (v. 45). But he will come to his end at the hands of the victorious, returning Christ (Rev. 19:11-21).  Ryrie Study Bible.
12:2-3 Verse 2 is generally considered to be the OT's plainest reference to the resurrection of the faithful (cp. v. 13), though the idea occurs in several earlier passages (Jb 19:26; Ps 17:15; Is 26:19; cp. Ezk 37:11-13).  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1291. 
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Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, p. 174.









    Christ Returns









   In Power & Glory

                                                                                      Mt 24:27, 30-31; Rev 1:7
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"He is the living God . . . he endures forever . . . His dominion will never end." (6:26)

Time Period: 605-536 B.C.
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   1260 Days - 2nd Half of the Tribulation


               42 Months – 3 ½ Years
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                                                                                  30 Days


									        Gathers the Elect


										 Dan 12:11; Mt 24:31
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