Matthew Bible Notes
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Matthew is the gospel written by a Jew to Jews about a Jew.  Matthew was a tax collector, literate, and accustomed to taking notes in his business activity.  The gospel may have been originally written in Aramaic, but this does not exclude the possibility that Matthew may have written a Greek edition which quickly replaced the older writing.  According to tradition, Matthew went to Ethiopia to preach the gospel where he was slain with a sword.  Matthew is the bridge between the Old and New Testaments.  16 times the phrase appears:  “All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet.”  There are 80 direct and indirect references to the Old Testament, more than any other NT book.  There is a heavy use of Jewish terms, customs, and practices.  The genealogy goes back to Abraham.  Of 1071 verses, 644 are the spoken words of Jesus.  Matthew is the bridge between the Old and New Testaments.  Tradition says Matthew was slain with a sword in Ethiopia.  The phrase, "And this was done that it might be fulfilled with was spoken by the prophet," appears 16 times.  The book has more direct and indirect Old Testament quotes than any other book in the New Testament.  Key words:  king-13 times; son of David-8 times; kingdom-50 times.  There is a heavy use of Jewish terms, customs, and practices.
1:2 father of:  may also mean “ancestor of.”  Genealogies were compressed history.  
1:3-16  This genealogy includes four OT women (plus Mary, v. 16): Tamar (v. 3), Rahab (v. 5), Ruth (v. 5), and Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother (v. 6). 
What a Line-up!  Abraham, the friend of God with multiple wives; Jacob, the deceiver; Judah, seduced by his daughter-in-law, Tamar; Perez, one of the twins born to an illicit affair between Judah and Tamar; Rahab, the prostitute turned believer; David, the man after God's own heart but guilty of adultery and murder; Solomon with multiple wives and concubines;  Rehoboam who split the kingdom with his severity.  All used by God to bring the Messiah into the world.  This is the grace and mercy of God.  
1:11  Jeconiah.  "Jehoiachin, king of Judah, who was taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 b.c. In the Heb., Jeremiah contracted 'Jeconiah' to 'Coniah' (Jer. 22:24, 28; 37:1). A curse was pronounced on Coniah that none of his descendants would prosper sitting on the throne of David. Had our Lord been the natural son of Joseph, He could not have been successful on the throne of David because of this curse. But since He came through Mary’s lineage, He was not affected by this curse."  Ryrie Study Bible.
1:16  by whom. "The word is feminine singular, indicating clearly that Jesus was born of Mary only and not of Mary and Joseph. It is one of the strongest evidences for Jesus’ virgin birth."  Ryrie Study Bible.

1:22 "The name Jesus ('Yahweh saves') describes what Jesus does; Immanuel ('God with us') describes who Jesus is."  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1405.

2:1 Bethlehem, a village about 5 miles (8 km) south of Jerusalem . . . is called 'Bethlehem in Judea' to distinguish it from the town of Bethlehem about 7 miles (11.2 km) northwest of Nazareth. . . . The Magi were likely from Persia or southern Arabia, both of which lay east of the Holy Land.  Herod . . . was 'disturbed' (v. 3) by the Magi's announcement because he knew he was not the rightful heir to Israel's throne, having usurped power by aligning himself with Rome. . . . The religious leaders had aligned themselves politically with Herod.  If his power base were threatened, so was theirs.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1560.

2:11 "The Magi's gifts (gold, incense, and myrrh) were the most valuable, transportable and marketable items of the day, ideal for sustaining Mary and Joseph in another country (v. 14)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1561.

2:22 "Archelaus, one of the sons of Herod the Great, ruled over Judea and Samaria for only 10 years (4 B.C.-6 A.D.).  Unusually cruel and tyrannical, he was deposed, after which Judea became a Roman province, administered by governors appointed by the emperor."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1561.

2:23 Nazarene.  "Used by his disciples and associates, the term had a friendly meaning (Acts 2:22; 3:6; 10:38).  Jesus, in fact, applied it to himself (Ac 22:8).  On the lips of his enemies, however, it was a title of scorn (Mt. 26:71; Mk. 14:67).  It is not altogether certain what Matthew intended here.  It is generally thought that he was referring to Isaiah 11:1, where the Messiah is called a netser, or shoot, out of the root of Jesse.  The name Nazareth may be derived from the same word."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1561.

3:1 "The desert of Judea was an area that stretched some 20 miles (32 km) from the Jerusalem-Bethlehem plateau down to the Jordan River and the Dead Sea--perhaps the same region where John the Baptist lived (cf. Lk 1:80)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1561.

3:4 "Leather belts were used to bind up loose outer garments.  Camel's hair and a leather belt may also have been worn by Elijah and other Old Testament  prophets (see 2 Ki 1:8; Zec. 13:4). . . . No one living in the desert hesitated to eat insects, and locusts were among the ceremonially clean foods of which the Jews were free to partake."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1563.

4:5 "The temple, including the entire temple area, had been rebuilt by Herod the Great. . . . To accomplish this, a huge platform had been erected to compensate for the sharp falling off of the land to the southeast.  An enormous retaining wall constructed of massive stones had been built to support the platform.  On the platform stood the temple building, porches and courtyards, flanked by beautiful colonnades."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1563.

4:17 from that time:  The kingdom offer was first given to the Jews.  “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (15:24), and “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, . . . go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (10:5-6).  In 16:21, with the rejection by the Jews complete, Jesus presents the cross; in 24:14, the gospel is to be presented to the whole world, and 28:19-20 commands, “Go into all the world.”  “He came to His own but His own received Him not.” John 1:11.  
4:21 "In 1986 the remains of a 2,000-year-old typical fisherman’s boat were located off the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Its discoverers named it the Jesus Boat." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1564.  

4:24 "The Greek word translated 'those having seizures' originally meant 'moonstruck' and reflects the ancient superstitition that seizures were caused by changes of the moon." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1564.  

5:1 “The Biblical writers, of course, used no quotation marks, and it is important for us to understand that they did not claim to record Jesus’ quotations word for word.  Neither did they claim to include all that was spoken on any given occasion.  They did assert, however, that their words were a true presentation of the substance of what they quoted.  The ‘sermon,’ then, is a student’s (Matthew’s) report of a class lecture and discussion.”  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1565.  

5:13-16  Salt has several characteristics:  1) costly (rare and highly prized in NT times); 2) flavors; 3) heals; 4) preserves; 5) melts ice; 6) creates thirst; and 7) highly positive as a chemical.  Jesus is the Light of the world and the source of light while believers are like the reflectors of the light.  To compare, Jesus is like the sun and believers are like the moon.  The moon is relatively small in size, has no light of its own, has no life of its own, has no air, wind, or water.  The moon has a dark side.  The Harvest Moon occurs on Sept. 22 or 23, and it rises at about the same time for several nights.  It shines with such brightness that farmers in northern Europe and Canada can work until late at night to take in the fall harvest.

5:38-39 Principle of justice in the legal system—not the “Law of Retaliation.” See Lam. 3:30.

5:48 be perfect (Grk. telios):  mature.  See 1 Pt. 1:15-16.

11:1-4 This is how you should pray.  Jesus sets out a pattern for our personal prayer life (Mt. 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

1) Adoration:  Father, may your name be kept holy.  "Dear Dad, You are great and awesome!  I adore you and honor your name."  This is the intimacy of a child and a loving dad.  Father (Grk. pater in Mt. 6:9):  means a “nourisher, protector, upholder,”  “Pater” came from the babies first stammering of “pappa.”  Father (Aramaic abba):  meaning “daddy” and again a word coming from the babies first stammering “ababa.”  Respect is included in daddy or pappa.
2) Anticipation:  May your Kingdom come soon.  "My father, I ask you to give me a heart passion for the completion of the Great Commission in this generation and the coming of your kingdom.  May I live each day in readiness for your return."

3) Surrender:  May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  "I submit my will completely to your will.  Work your will within my life.  Set my mind on things above, not on things of this earth.  Prepare me for heaven."
4) Request:  Give us today the food we need.  "Father, I present my needs to You today . . . physical, emotional, financial, mental, and spiritual."  This is the only request for physical needs. Of the 68 words in the English text of Mt. 6, only 7 words pertain to physical needs or 10% of the prayer.  You know my needs even before I express them.  It is your delight to extend your hand to me in meeting those needs.  

5) Forgiveness:  Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.  "Forgive me of my sins as I have released and forgiven those who have wronged me."  Curtis Mitchell:  “Matthew uses a tense that indicates an accomplished act and could literally be translated, “as we did forgive,” the idea being, “Forgive us, Father, in view of the fact that we have already forgiven.”  It is a forgiving heart that seeks and receives God’s forgiveness.”
6) Victory:  don’t let us yield to temptation (NLT).  "Father, in my life lead me to personal victory in every area of my life today."
7) Affirmation:  thine is the power and the glory forever.  "I rejoice in your power and glory.  Release my need to manipulate, worry, and control.  You’re in charge today, God, and for all eternity."  This appears in the Didache, a non-canonical writing from the 2nd century.  A study of the Greek manuscripts shows that the doxology that appears at the end of the Matthean form in some translations is not original; the earliest form of the prayer with a doxology in Didache 8:2. 
6:14 “Forgiveness is setting a prisoner free and then discovering the prisoner was you.”

6:22-23 "The 'good eye' and the 'bad eye' are expressions for generosity (Gk. haplous = ‘single, undivided’ and ‘generous,’ see Rm 12:8) and miserliness (Pr 28:22)."  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1415.

6:24 Slavery to money can be hoarding it or frivolously spending it. 

7:1 Do not judge.  Judge (Grk. krino);  to decide and sentence (Lk. 6:37; Jhn 3:17-18; 7:24; 8:15; 12:47-48; Rom. 2:1-3; 14:4,10,13; 1 Cor. 4:5; 5:3, 12, 13; 6:1-3, 6; 10:29; Col. 2:16; Jam. 2:12; 4:11-12; 5:9).  “This verse does not disallow the right of making moral and spiritual judgments (cf. 7:6; 1 Cor 2:15; 5:9; 2 Cor 11:4; Phil 3:2; 1 John 4:1) but forbids a bitter, hostile, and unkind spirit which delights in finding fault with others.  Hypocritical self-righteousness has no place in the life of a Christian. The verse is particularly applicable to the area of motives. No one of us can know the heart of another, and thus to draw conclusions as to the “why” of people’s actions, especially when those actions are indifferent or even good, is to invite God’s judgment upon one’s life." Believer’s Study Bible.  

7:24 "The Sea of Galilee served as a natural setting for this parable.  The sand ringing the lake was rock hard during the hot summer.  But a wise builder would dig down, as far as ten fee (three m) below the surface sand to the bedrock, knowing that this was only way to erect a foundation able to withstand the winter rains, which were notoriously torrential and capable of causing disastrous flooding."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1570.

8:24 "Crossing the Sea of Galilee after dark was common for fishermen, who used trammel nets through the night. . . . The lake's setting results in sudden violent storms that produce waves seven feet (two m) or higher."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1570.
9:17 old wineskins.  “The horse is dead, time to dismount.”  A new patch will shrink and tear the old cloth.  Wine skins lose their elasticity.  See Jer. 48:11.  "In ancient times, goatskins were used to hold wine.  As the fresh grape juice fermented, the wine would expand, and the new wineskin would stretch.  But a used skin, already stretched, would break."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1574.
9:36 harassed (eskulmenai): distressed, bewildered, beat, no understands.; helpless (ergime):  laid low, depressed, wounded, downcast.

9:37 harvest is plentiful.  If you want to reach people for Christ, study the needs and hurts of people.  Jesus did (v. 36).

10:2 Thaddaeus: name is used only 2 times (Mk. 3:18); Thaddaeus is called Judas, son of James in Lk. 6:16, Acts 1:13.

11:20 Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum (50 A.D.)  George Davis in his Bible Prophecies Fulfilled Today records that "an earthquake destroyed Capernaum about 400 A.D. and doubtless Chorazin and Bethsaida perished at the same time." 11/36  Davis expands: "Ancient Bethsaida’s situation on the shore of the Sea of Galilee had been so beautiful that about 700 A.D., King Albalid I of Damascus decided to build a magnificent winter palace on the site of the ruined city. For fifteen years his workmen labored erecting the palace. Then King Albalid died, and the great palace was never completed. As the centuries rolled by, the palace became mere ruins. Today about all that remains of its former grandeur are some foundation stones and some unfinished mosaic flooring. Archeologists have covered up this mosaic with sand, lest it too should be carried away by vandals and thus all traces of the palace should be lost." 11/36, 37 

Davis explains the situation of Capernaum: “For long centuries the synagogue lay buried under the earth like the rest of the destroyed city. . . . A man conceived the idea of restoring the ancient synagogue from its ruins. At length part of the walls of the building were re-erected, and a number of the pillars were put in their places.  Then the unexpected happened. The architect of the partly restored synagogue suddenly died - just as King Albalid had died centuries ago before his palace in Bethsaida was completed.” 11/38 

Unger's Bible Dictionary sums up the plight of the three doomed cities: "The doom pronounced against Capernaum and the other unbelieving cities (Matt. 11: 23) has been remarkably fulfilled. Tell Hum, its now generally accepted site, is a mass of ruins adjacent to Bethsaida and Tabgha, and yielded a 3rd century A.D. synagogue when excavated." 541180 

Davis adds: “Each time we have visited Tiberias and the area around the Sea of Galilee we have been impressed anew with the truthfulness and the supernatural inspiration of the Word of God. There are the ruins of three cities, destroyed exactly as foretold by our Lord, and one city, Tiberias, upon which no word of judgment was uttered, still standing and flourishing after nineteen long centuries.” 11/41

11:29 take my yoke.  Yoga is from the Sanskrit word “yoke,” to bring together, unite, make whole.  Christ is my yoga, my rest.  "The chief work of a carpenter was making roofs, doors, window shutters, lattice squares and divan frames for houses, plows, and yokes.  So Jesus knew about yokes, as well as about various other aspects of farm life.  The image of yoke was commonly used in the Old Testament to describe Israel's subjection to foreign oppression (Lev 26:13; Isa 10:24-27).  By Jesus' time, it also had become a metaphor in Judaism for the law.  Jesus' invitation was a stark contrast to the military burden of foreign oppressors or to the religious burden imposed by the Pharisees."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1579.
12:4 "Each Sabbath, 12 fresh loaves of bread were to be set out on a table in the Holy Place (Ex. 25:30; Lev. 24:5-9).  The old loaves were to be eaten by the priests."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1579.
12:7 mercy, not sacrifice.  See Mt. 9:12; Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:6-8.

12:31-32 "Blasphemy against the Spirit means consciously rejecting His incontrovertible testimony to the truth of the gospel (see Heb 6:4-8). (To blaspheme or speak against the Son of Man seems to be to reject the claims of Jesus.  Paul blasphemed the Son of Man prior to the Damascus road experience; he would have blasphemed the Spirit had he rejected the Damascus road experience.) . . . There is no biblical evidence that a genuine Christian can commit this sin.  Fear that one has done so is probably a good sign that one hasn’t, for full-fledged apostasy is a defiant rejection of everything Christian and lacks the tender conscience that would be worried about by such an action."  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1425.

12:38-40 "In Jewish reckoning, a period of light and darkness makes a 'day' (onah), and any part of a 'day' is considered as the whole.  Since Jesus arose on the third day (Mt. 16:21; 27:63-64), which was the first day of the week (28:1), the language of three days and nights does not mean 72 hours (see Est 4:16; 5:1) but 'part of Friday, all of Saturday, and part of Sunday.'”  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1425-1426.

13:3 farmer went out to sow his seed.  In Palestine, farmers scattered seed first and then plowed it in.

The Soil of Human Hearts

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23; Luke 8:5-15

The Soil

Condition






Human Life

Hard soil

Hard, indifferent





Hardened life

Rocky soil

No root, tempted, easily falls away

Shallow life

Thorny soil

Chocked by worries, riches, pleasures
Worldly life

Good soil

Tender toward God and others

Fruitful life

13:24 field: world; wheat: possessors; weeds: professors.  We are not to be “tare-r-uppers.”

13:26 "Zizanion, a kind of weed referred to as 'darnel' or 'tares,' has poisonous seeds but looks like wheat in its early stages of growth.  Yet it is easily distinguishable at harvest."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1583.
13:31 birds of the air.  Rabbis spoke of the Gentiles as the birds of the air.

13:31-32 "The mustard seed is not the smallest seed known today, but it was the smallest used by farmers and gardeners in the Holy Land at that time.  Under favorable conditions the mature plant could reach about ten feet (three m) in height.  Using the mustard seed as a metaphor for the kingdom no doubt shocked Jesus' audience, who expected God's kingdom to be great and expansive."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1583.

13:55  Apparently Joseph was not living at this time.

14:8 John the Baptist opposed an immoral marriage.  Standing courageously for a moral cause comes with a heavy price.

14:13 he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.  Jesus is grieving the life and loss of John the Baptist.

14:15-21 Someone calculated what it would take to feed a crowd of 5,000 men (not even counting women and children).  If each man ate 4 ounces of fish, it would mean the boy was carrying around two fish weighing 625 pounds each.  In addition, the boy would have been hauling around 5 loaves of bread measuring 41 feet long by 8 inches wide.  There are several things the boy could have done with his lunch:  1) he could have eaten it himself; 2) he could have eaten some of it and saved the rest; 3) he could have given only part of it to Jesus; 4) he could have bartered his lunch; 5) he could have thrown his lunch away; 6) he could have lost his lunch in all the distractions of the day; 7) he could have doubted that giving his lunch would do any good for a crowd so large.  
14:20 "The New Testament makes reference to two kinds of baskets.  The kophinos (here and in Mk 6:43; Jn 6:13) was a relatively small basket that could be carried on the back to hold provisions.  Twelve of these baskets were used to gather the food that remained after the feeding of the five thousand.  The spuris was considerably larger, as we know from its use in letting Paul down from the wall at Damascus (Ac 9:25).  Seven of these were used to gather the food that was left after the feeding of the four thousand (Mt 16:9-10)." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1585.

15:11 into a man’s mouth . . . comes out of his mouth.  The "ins and outs" of clean living.  A good practice:  pray before something goes in your mouth; prayer before something comes out of your mouth.  This is not quite "praying without ceasing," but it is close.
16:13 Caesarea Philippi:  not Caesarea Maritima, built by Herod the Great on the coast.  "In the year A.D. 53 or 54 Agrippa II became king of the principality and transformed Caesarea Philippi into a Greco-Roman city.  The magnificent administrative palace was converted into a public bath house, and a long colonnaded street was constructed through the middle of the city.  Fresh water was supplied through underground pipes and a new aqueduct.  In A.D. 70 the city was the scene of notorious savagery.  The Roman general Titus, after destroying Jerusalem, brought a large number of Jewish prisoners to Caesarea Philippi, where they were massacred in games as a public spectacle."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1589.

16:24-26 Principle of losing to win, giving away to gain.
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17:24-25 pay the temple tax:  required of every male 20 yrs. of age or older.  It may be that the disciples were exempt from the tax because they were still teenagers.

18:6 "The 'large millstone' (lit., 'millstone of a donkey') was a millstone (either of two circular stones used for grinding grain) turned by a donkey.  As such, it was far larger and heavier that the small millstones used by women each morning for grinding grain."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1592.

18:10-33 Three life situations:  a wayward sinner (v. 10-14); a wounding sinner (v. 15-19); a wounded saint (v. 21-35).

18:29 agree (sumphanesasin): to sympathize together, to harmonize.

19:24 "Since the Middle Ages commentators have considered the possibility that Jesus' statement concerning the 'eye of a needle' (Mt 19:24) may have been a reference to certain doors or gates that actually existed in his day.  Some homes did in fact have large doors that would allow a fully loaded camel to enter into the courtyard.  Since such doors were cumbersome and required great effort to open, there were often small doors cut within them, permitting easy passage of people and smaller animals into the house.  Some interpreters have argued that this smaller door was the 'needle's eye gate,' while others have suggested that the needle's eye referred to smaller doors within larger city gates, such as those at Jaffa and Hebron.  Passage through the smaller gate, it was said, would have forced a camel to its knees."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1594.

19:29 a hundred times as much:  a 10,000% return.

20:26-27 "A 'servant' (diakonos, v. 26) was a person who worked in another's service; he or she could either be free or a slave.  A 'slave' (doulos, v. 27) was the property of another."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1597.

21:1 king riding on a donkey:  "1) the donkey was a traditional mount for kings and rulers in the ancient Near East (Jdg 10:4; 12:14; 25a; 16:2); 2) the act of riding into Jerusalem on a donkey near the time of the Passover celebration invoked a central image of Messianic expectation, linked to key Biblical texts such as Genesis 49:10, Isaiah 62:11, and Zechariah 9:9. . . . In Jewish literature and teaching, moreover, the image of a king on a donkey approaching Jerusalem was consistently understood to signify the arrival of the Messianic King.  3) In light of the frequent Old Testament association of horses with war and human pride, the donkey may have presented an image of peaceful humility.  Jesus, in this interpretation, was making a statement regarding the nature of his kingship (cf. Dt 17:16; 25a; 15:1; Ps 20:6-9; 33:16-18; 147:10-11; Pr 21:31; Zec 9:9-10)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1596.

21:41 "'Other tenants' is a reference to Gentiles.  By the second century A.D. the church was composed almost entirely of Gentiles."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1599.

22:2-14 "A banquet always included wine drinking.  At a large banquet a second invitation was often sent on the day of the feast, or a servant escorted the invitees to the banquet (see also Lk 14:17).  The host provided robes for the guests, which were worn in his honor and as a token of his regard.  Guests were welcomed by the host with a kiss (Lk 7:45), and their feet were washed because of the dusty roads (Ge 18:4; Jdg 19:21; Lk 7:44).  The guest’s head was anointed (Ps 23:5; Lk 7:46), as well as sometimes his beard, his feet and his clothing.  His head was decorated with garlands (Isa 28:1).  The guests were seated according to their respective rank (1 Sa 9:22; Lk 14:8), their hands were washed (2 Ki 3:11) and prayers were offered for blessing on the food (1 Sa 9:13; Mt 15:35; Lk 22:17).  The banquet was put under the superintendence of a “governor of the feast,” usually one of the guests, whose task it was to taste the food and drinks and to supervise the toasts and amusements.  The most honored guests received either larger or more choice portions than the others (Ge 43:34; 1 Sa 9:23-24), and portions were sometimes sent to friends not attending the feast (2 Sa 11:8; Ne 8:10).  Often the meal was enlivened with music, singing and dancing (2 Sa 19:35; Lk 15:25) or with riddles (Jdg 14:12).  A great banquet sometimes last seven days, but excess in eating and drinking was condemned by the sacred writers (Ecc 10:16-17; Isa 5:11-12)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1599.

22:19 "The denarius was the common Roman coin of that day. . . . On one side of this coin was the portrait of the Roman emperor Tiberius; with the inscription in Latin:  'Tiberius Caesar Augustus, son of the divine Augustus.'  The coin was issued by Tiberius and was used for paying taxes to him."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1601.

22:41-42 "The Jews did not generally believe Messiah would be divine."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1601.

23:23 "Cummin is a spice indigenous to western Asia and resembling caraway in taste and appearance."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1605.

23:24 "The strict Pharisee would carefully strain his drinking water through a cloth to make certain he did not swallow gnat, the smallest of ceremonially unclean animals.  But, figuratively, he was willing to swallow a camel--one of the largest."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1605.

24:1-2 "Josephus and the Fall of Jerusalem.  During the Jewish revolt of A.D. 66-70 Josephus began as a rebel leader, but midway he switched his allegiance to the Roman side of the conflict.  He accompanied the Roman general Titus to the siege of Jerusalem and was thus an eyewitness of the harrowing events of the city’s fall (The Roman Army and the Occupation of the Holy Land, pg. 1829).   

"As the Romans slowly crushed the revolt in outlying areas, refugees flooded into Jerusalem for the climactic battle of the war.  The Jews inside the city were torn by internal dissent, with various rebel groups vying for control.  There was horrendous loss of life, and conditions worsened as the Romans laid siege to Jerusalem in the spring of A.D. 70.  Titus’s troops took the outer wall around May and captured the strategic Fortress of Antonia.  The destruction of the temple was imminent, but many of the Jewish defenders likely believed that God would defend them and his temple at the last (Herod’s Temple, pg. 1648).  Nonetheless, at the end of August the Romans successfully attacked the temple, setting fire to its gates and overwhelming its defenders.  With the sanctuary fallen, the Jews lost hope, and carnage ensued.

"Josephus described it thus:  'No pity was shown on account of age or out of respect for anyone’s dignity—children and elderly, lay people and priests alike were slain.  The battle surged ahead and surrounded everybody, including both those who begged for mercy and those who resisted.  The flames spread out to a great distance and its noise mixed with the groans of the perishing; and such was the height of the ridge and the magnitude of the burning that one would have imaged the whole city was aflame' (Wars, 6.5.1).  

“The number of those that fell by famine in the city was boundless, and unspeakable was the suffering that accompanied their deaths.  If in any household there was a passing shadow of food, a fight ensued, and even those who had been closest in love gave way to struggling with each other, trying to grab the most pathetic sustenance.  People refused to believe that even the dying had nothing; instead, robbers searched people as they expired, thinking that someone with food under his cloak would fake his own death.  They stumbled about like mad dogs, mouths gaping open for hunger, pounding against doors like drunken men.  Being at wit’s end, they burst in the same houses two or three times in a single hour.  The need for something to chew on was so great that they gathered up and tried to eat things that the vilest of animals would treat as inedible.  At the end, they would not refuse belts and shoes, and they stripped off and chewed the leather of their shields.  Shreds of old hay became food for some, and some gathered stalks and sold the smallest quantity for four Attic drachmas.”  Flavius Josephus, The Jewish Wars. 6.3. Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1606-1607.
"Stones were even pried apart to collect the gold leaf that melted from the roof when the temple was set on fire."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1609.

26:3 "In 1991 an ossuary (a limestone chest containing the bones of the dead) was discovered in Jerusalem, inscribed with the name of Caiaphas."   Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1609.

26:17 Josephus says 256,500 lambs were slain or 1 lamb per 10 to 20 people; therefore, approx. 2,565,000 upwards to 5 million people attended the Passover. 

26:23 "It was the custom--still practiced by some in the Middle East--to take a piece of bread, or a piece of meat wrapped in bread, and dip it into a bowl of sauce (made of stewed fruit) on the table.  A special courtesy consisted in picking out a choice piece of meat from the central dish and handing it to a guest."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1610.

26:26 The ordinary Greek word for bread is used instead of the word for "unleavened bread."  This may have been done to avoid the implication that the Lord's Supper had to be observed with unleavened bread.  There is no mention on a lamb which is significant since Jesus was presenting Himself as the sacrificial Lamb.  Wine was an essential part of Passover consumed using individual cups; however, the wine of the Last Supper was drunk from a common cup.
26:41 watch and pray:  If you watch TV, put this in the corner of the screen as a reminder.

	Prophecies Concerning the Death of Jesus

	Prophecies
	Fulfillment

	1. Genesis 3:15
	John 19:18 (Seed of woman being bruised)

	2. Psalm 22:1
	Matthew 27:46 (“My God, my God”)

	3. Psalm 22:2
	Matthew 27:45 (darkness on earth)

	4. Psalm 22:6
	Matthew 27:39-44 (despised by people)

	5. Psalm 22:7, 8, 13
	Matthew 27:39-44 (surrounded by enemies)

	6. Psalm 22:14, 16
	John 19:34, 37 (pierced hands and feet)

	7. Psalm 22:17
(Exodus 12:46;
 Psalm 34:20)
	John 19:36 (no broken bones)

	8. Psalm 22:17
	Matthew 27:36 (look at Him)

	9. Psalm 22:18
	Matthew 27:35 (cast lots)

	10. Psalm 22:18
	John 19:24 (did not tear garment)

	11. Psalm 22:21; 31:5
	John 19:30 (Luke 23:46; John 10:18) (gave up spirit)

	12. Psalm 35:11
	Mark 14:56 (false witness)

	13. Psalm 38:11
	Luke 23:49 (friends stood far off)

	14. Psalm 41:9
	Mark 14:10 (John 13:18, 19) (Judas’s betrayal)

	15. Psalm 69:3
	John 19:28 (“I am thirsty”)

	16. Psalm 69:19
	Matthew 27:28, 29 (shame, reproach)

	17. Psalm 69:21
	John 19:29 (sour wine and vinegar to drink)

	18. Psalm 109:25
	Matthew 27:39, 40 (when they looked, they shook their heads)

	19. Daniel 9:26
	John 11:50-52 (exact time of death)

	20. Isaiah 50:6
	Matthew 27:26, 30 (beating, spitting)

	21. Isaiah 52:14
	Matthew 27:27-30 (disfigured by cruelty)

	22. Isaiah 53:1-3
	Mark 15:29-32 (despised and rejected of men)

	23. Isaiah 53:4-6
	Mark 15:25 (Peter 2:24) (crucified for our sins)

	24. Isaiah 53:5-6
	John 19:16 (Romans 4:25; 2 Corinthians 5:21) (an offering for sin)

	25. Isaiah 53:7
	Matthew 27:13-14 (opened not His mouth)

	26. Isaiah 53:7
	John 1:29 (the Lamb of God)

	27. Isaiah 53:9
	Matthew 27:56-60 (grave with the rich)

	28. Isaiah 53:12
	Luke 23:34 (made intercession for transgressors)

	29. Isaiah 53:12
	Mark 15:27-28 (numbered with transgressors)

	30. Zechariah 11:12
	Matthew 26:15 (thirty pieces of silver)

	31. Zechariah 11:13
	Matthew 27:3-7 (potter)

	32. Zechariah 12:10
	Luke 23:27 (lamented and mourned)

	33. Zechariah 13:7
	Mark 14:27, 50 (disciples scattered)

	34. Zechariah 13:7
	Matthew 26:31 (God to strike the shepherd)


Ryrie Study Bible
26:59 the whole Sanhedrin:  the ecclesiastical court—essentially the Supreme Court.  “Sanhedrin was 70 members plus the chief priest—was convened.  When a capital case was considered, the sages required that 23 members be present for a quorum.  Scholars have long noted the irregularities of the Jewish legal proceedings against Jesus, among them:  (1) a trial held at night; (2) at the high priest’s home; (3) on the eve of a festival day; (4) beginning with reasons for conviction instead of acquittal; (5) based on false and contradictory witnesses; and (6) the verdict rendered on the day of trial.”  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1612.
26:63 "Jesus was legally obliged to reply after having been 'charged' under oath." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1613.

26:65 "Ordinarily the high priest was forbidden by law to tear his clothing (Lev 10:6; 21:10), but this was considered a highly unusual circumstance."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1613.
27:5 hanged himself.  See note on Acts 1:18.27:3 seized with remorse:  “The word ‘remorse’ (metamelomai) is different from the normal word for repentance (metaneuo).  Repentance is a change of heart.  Remorse, a weaker emotion, means feeling regret.  Judas was remorseful but stopped short of repentance.” Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1613. 

27:16 "Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion, presumably against the Romans, so he may have been a folk hero among some of the Jews.  Matthew referred to him as a notorious prisoner, and the other evangelists stated that he had been arrested with others for robbery, sedition and murder (see also Mk. 15:15; Lk. 23:18; Jn. 18:40)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1614.  

27:26 flogged.  "The Romans used a whip made of several strips of leather, into which were embedded (near the ends) pieces of bone and lead.  The Jews limited the number of stripes to a maximum of 40 (in practice to 39 in case of a miscount; see Dt 25:3), but no such limitation was recognized by the Romans.  Roman floggings were so brutal that sometimes the victim died before crucifixion."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1614.  

27:28-31 Roman soldiers in Jerusalem at the time were known to play a cruel game with condemned prisoners, especially revolutionary brigands.  The prisoner was dressed up like a burlesque king and used as a game pawn.  (His “scarlet robe” was the outer cloak of a Roman soldier, thorns were twisted into a crown and the “staff” was his mock scepter.)  With each roll of the “dice,” the prisoner “king” moved around a game board etched in the floor.  For the entertainment of the troops, they hurled verbal and physical abuse at the mock king.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1614.  

27:31 Crucifixion was the most terrible and cruel form of death man ever devised.  It originated in Persia, and the Romans used it for the worst criminals.

27:34 "Tradition says that the women of Jerusalem customarily furnished this pain-killing narcotic to prisoners who were crucified."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1614.  

27:48 "Wine vinegar was a sour wine, the drink of laborers and common soldiers."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1616.  

27:66 "The Seal was a security device, likely a cord attached both to the stone (cf. v.60) and to the tomb, with wax imprinted with the Roman seal anchoring both ends so that tampering could be detected (cf. Da 6:17).  The soldiers standing guard added additional security. . . . The Roman concern for safeguarding tombs is reflected in an imperial inscription bearing the title Diatagma Kaisaros, acquired at Nazareth during the nineteenth century.  The marble slab, containing 21 lines of Greek text, dates from between 50 B.C. and A.D. 50.  The text attests to the sanctity of tombs and threatens with capital punishment any who would defile a tomb by removing the body."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1616, 1618. 

28:19 make disciples:  is the primary verb.  Going, baptizing, and teaching are participles. 
· 2010, Dave Beckwith
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