Acts Bible Notes
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"You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts |:8
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Acts covers 32 countries, 54 cities, 9 islands, and background for 10 epistles.  100 times - Holy Spirit and Spirit;  20 sections on prayer; 24 messages (9 each by Peter & Paul).

Church Growth:  2:41-3,000; 4:4-5,000 men only (10,000+); 6:7-number of disciples greatly increased; 21:20-thousands (Grk. murias) or 10 to 20,000.  Cf. 9:31; 12:24.  Acts 28: estimate of 50,000 to 100,000.

Don Richardson:  “It’s been taught that the Book of Acts in a story of the Church bringing the gospel to the world.  When in fact the Book of Acts tells the story of the Holy Spirit overcoming the reluctance of the Church to bring the gospel to the world.”

1:11 The disciples were all from Galilee except for Judas.

1:12 "A 'Sabbath day's walk' was the distance drawn from rabbinical reasoning based on several Old Testament passages (Ex. 16:29; Nu 35:5; Jos 3:4).  A faithful Jew was to travel no farther than .75 miles (1.2 km) on the Sabbath."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1767.   

1:14 one mind.  Phil. 2:2; Zeph. 3:9.
2:4-12 "Some have called this event at Pentecost 'Babel Reversed.' They speculate that God seems to be saying:  'I confused your languages thousands of years ago because you failed to obey me, but now I’ve got a message so important, I’ll countermand that program to get this message out.'  The important fact to remember about this first occurrence of 'tongues' is its purpose: to get the message of Christ out to the world. It was a sign for unbelieving Israel that the Messiah had come. The promised Spirit had been poured out as foretold in Joel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others. It was also an effective sign for the propagation of the gospel message—an instant, Spirit-given gift of a foreign language with which to spread the glorious news of God’s work in the world. And that is exactly the point of Pentecost.  Life Application Bible Commentary
2:15 "On a festival day such as Pentecost, a Jew would not break his fast until at least 10:00 A.M.  So it was extremely unlikely that a group of men would have been drunk at such an early hour."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1768. 









2004, Dave Beckwith

2:27 Hades is the Greek equivalent of the Heb. sheol translated 61 times in the LXX as hades.  Sheol in the OT was a gloomy underworld where the dead existed with both the godly and ungodly.  The Greek concept of hades was of a locality of the dead divided into two regions, one a place of torment, the other of blessedness.  Hades occurs 10 times in the NT.  Christ promises the “gates of Hades” will not prevail against the church (Mt. 16:18).  Hades occurs twice in Peter’s Pentecost sermon, Acts 2:27,31.  The soul of Jesus was in hades according to Peter’s statement based on Ps. 16:10.   The early church was in general agreement that believers who died before Christ were kept in hades until Christ, and after His resurrection, they were brought to Paradise.  After Christ’s descent into hades, believers at death went directly to Paradise.  The place of believers immediately after death is with Christ and God according to Lk. 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:6-8; Phil. 1:23; Rev. 6:9; 7:9ff, 15:2ff (The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, Vol. 3, p. 7-8, International Standard Bible Encyclopedia)

8“When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.”  9(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) Eph. 4:8-10.  Did Jesus speak more about hell than heaven?  The word "heaven" (Grk. ouranos) is in the NT 256 times.  The word hell (Grk. gehenna) is in the NT 12 times.  Hades occurs 10 times.  Jesus used the word heaven approx. 120 times, and the word hell (gehenna) 11 times and the word hades 4 times.  Gehenna was a smoldering garbage dump outside of  Jerusalem that burned continuously and became symbolic of  hell fire that never stops.  Hades was the place of the grave from the Greek god of the nether world, hades. 
2:29 "The tomb of David could be seen in Jerusalem and still contained the remains of David's body, so the words of Psalm 16:8-11 did not fully apply to him."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1770.
2:38 for or because of the forgiveness of your sins.  Baptism is "because of" sins having been forgiven; not for the forgiveness of sins.  A sign said, "For thick hair, use such and such a lotion."  Did this mean to "get thick hair" or "if you have thick hair"?  

4:8-10 (NIV).   The reference to Jesus’ ascension in Ps 68:18 presupposes His coming down to earth from heaven. Therefore, the “lower parts of the earth” probably is a reference to the incarnation of Christ. This difficult and debated passage has been linked by some with 1 Pet 3:18-20 and is thought to reflect a ministry of Jesus immediately following His death but prior to His resurrection, in which He descended into sheol or hades to announce the accomplishment of atonement to the lost, as well as to the dead saints of the O.T.  He then “led captivity captive,” i.e., He led these O.T. saints into heaven’s rest.  Another explanation that seems to have fewer explanatory difficulties is that the captivity which Christ led captive in His resurrection and ascension is the awful power of Satan, sin, death, and the grave. The descent into the lower parts of the earth is a reference to His entombment in the heart of the earth. From this He arose and ascended in unparalleled victory (4:10). The Life Application Study Bible
3:1 "The three stated times of prayer for later Judaism were midmorning (the third hour, 9:00 A.M.), the time of the evening sacrifice (the ninth hour, 3:00 P.M.) and sunset." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1770.
4:3 "The evening sacrifices ended about 4:00 P.M., and the temple gates were closed for the day at that time.  Any judgments involving life and death had to be begun and concluded within daylight hours."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1770.
4:6 "Annas (high priest from A.D. 6 to 15; five of his sons held the position after him) and his son-in-law Joseph Caiaphas (high priest from A.D. 18 to 36) were the house of Hanan.  The Gospels indicate that while Caiaphas was the official high priest during the time of Jesus, Annas still wielded considerable power.  It is noteworthy that Ananus, one of the sons of Annas, was the high priest who engineered the execution of James, Jesus' brother, in A.D. 62 (Josephus, Antiquities, 209.1).  According to Josephus, those who were 'strict in the observance of the law' (likely the Pharisees) were so disturbed at this action that they protested to King Agrippa and to the procurator Albinus.  As a direct result, Ananus was deposed as high priest after only three months in office. "  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1772.
4:8 filled with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 6: 3, 5; 7:55; 9:17; 11:24; 13:9, 52.

4:36 "Although Levites owned no inherited land within the Holy Land, these regulations may not have applied to the Levites in other countries, such as Cyprus."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1772.
5:1-11 Church subtraction was followed by church growth (5:14).

5:11 This is the first use of the word "church" in Acts.

5:17 "The official high priest recognized by Rome was Caiaphas, but the Jews considered Annas, Caiaphas's father-in-law, to be the actual high priest since the high priesthood was to be held for life."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1774.
5:34 "Gamaliel was the most famous Jewish teacher of his time and traditionally was listed among the 'heads of the schools.'  He was probably the grandson of Hillel.  Like Hillel, he was moderate in his views, a characteristic that is apparent in his cautious recommendation on this occasion.  Saul (Paul) was one of his students (Ac 22:3).  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1775-1776.
5:37 "The Jewish historian Josephus referred to Judas the Galilean as a man from Gamala in Gaulanitis who refused to give tribute to Caesar.  His revolt was crushed, but a movement started in his time may have lived on in the part of the Cealots, a Jewish revolutionary group violently opposed to Roman rule over the Holy Land."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1776.
6:2 wait on tables.  This is the verb form for the Greek word for deacon.

6:5 Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.  It is interesting that a person was chosen from Syrian Antioch since this location became the headquarters for future missionary trips.

6:6 "Laying on of hands was a method used in the Old Testament period to confer blessing (Ge 48;13-20), to transfer guilt from sinner to sacrifice (Lev 1:4) and to commission a person for a new responsibility (Nu 27;23).  In the New Testament period, laying on of hands was observed in healing (Mk. 1:41; Ac 28:8), blessing (Mk 10:16), ordaining or commissioning (ac 6:6; 13:3; 1 Ti 5:22) and the imparting of spiritual gifts (ac 8:17; 19:6; 1 Ti 4:14; 2 Ti 1:6).  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1777.
6:9 "Freedmen (also called Libertines) were most likely originally captive Jews who had been brought to Rome by Pompey in 63 B.C., liberated subsequently and repatriated to Palestine, where, presumably, they had constructed a synagogue still occupied by their descendants a century after Pompey's Palestinian campaign."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1777.
7:58 “Because the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of Saul, some have thought that this gesture marked Saul as being in charge of the execution.” Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1779.
8:1 It until 8:1 to get moving on 1:8--God moved them out to fulfill Acts 1:8.

8:3 Paul was Director of Operation Stoning.
8:9 “In early Christian literature this ‘sorcerer’ (Simon Magus) is described as the arch-heretic of the church and the ‘father’ of Gnostic teaching.” Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1780.
8:27 “Ethiopia corresponded in this period to Nubia, from the upper Nile region at the first cataract (Aswan) to Khartoum. . . . “Candace” was the traditional title of the queen mother of Ethiopia (much as ‘Pharaoh’ was the designated name for Egyptian kings and ‘Caesar’ for Roman emperors), responsible for performing the secular duties of the reigning king—who was thought to be too sacred for such activities.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1780-1781.
8:36 "There are several possible places where the eunuch could have been baptized:  a brook in the Valley of Elah (which David had crossed to meet Goliath, 1 Sa 17:40); the Wadi el-Hasi just north of Gaza; water from a spring or one of the many pools in the area."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1782.

9:2 “Damascus, located in the Roman province of Syria, was the hub of a vast commercial network with far-flung lines of caravan trade reaching into northern Syria, Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Persia and Arabia.  The city was situated in a plain watered by two rivers.  Roman architecture overlaid the Hellenistic town plan with a great temple to Jupiter and a mile-long colonnaded street called Straight Street. . . . The city gates and a section of the town wall may still be seen today, as well as the lengthy bazaar that ran along the line of the ancient street.  Damascus, which also had a large Jewish population, was the nearest city outside the Holy Land.  The distance from Jerusalem to Damascus was about 150 miles (241 km), which equated to four to six days’ travel.  Damascus is one of the oldest continuously occupied towns in the world.  Toda this still-thriving city, the capital of Syria, is home to 1.7 million people.”  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1782.
9:2 the way.  This was a name for Christians that appears several times in the book of Acts.

10:1 Caesarea Maritima.  Located on the Mediterranean Sea 23 miles south of Mt. Carmel is the city of Caesarea, known also as Caesarea-on-the-Sea (Maritima), Caesarea Sebaste, Caesarea of Palestine, and Caesarea of Judea.

Because of the lack of natural harbor between Sidon and Egypt, a Sidonian king, Abdashtart established an anchorage in the 4th century B.C. It became known as Strato’s Tower, using the king’s Greek name. A fortified town developed on this site. The first literary record is from the archive of the Egyptian Zenon who put in there for supplies in 259 B.C. The Hasmonean ruler Alexander Jannaeus brought it under Jewish control in 96 B.C., but Pompey returned it to Gentile rule in 63 B.C. The Jewish community apparently continued to thrive. Mark Anthony gave it to Cleopatra, but Octavian or Augustus defeated Antony at Actuim and placed Caesarea under Herod in 30 B.C.

Herod determined to build a fine port facility and support it by a new city. The harbor, which he named Sebastos (Latin, Augustus), was a magnificently engineered project. The southern breakwater was built of huge mortared stones placed in a semicircle about 2000 feet long, and the northern one is of similar construction almost 900 feet long. Great statues of Augustus and Roma were erected at the entrance. An inner harbor appears to have been dug into the land where mooring berths and vaulted warehouses were constructed. Josephus described the construction of the harbor and accompanying city in grandiose detail. The city was Hellenistic in design and style and named Caesarea for Caesar. In addition to the many buildings a platform was raised near the harbor upon which a temple was built for Caesar with a Colossus of Caesar.

After Archelaus was removed in 6 A.D., Caesarea became the capital of the province of Judea and served as the official home of the procurators. Hostilities between the Jewish and Gentile population apparently had been a way of life in this city. One of the public outbreaks resulted in the desecration of the synagogue Knestha d’Meredtha in 66 A.D. which precipitated the Jewish-Roman War. Vespasian gave it the status of Colony.

The city appears in the book of Acts as a place of witness, travel, and the seat of government. Philip, having witnessed to the Ethiopian eunuch, is mentioned as arriving at Caesarea after a preaching mission. Peter led a centurion, Cornelius, who was stationed there to become a Christian (Acts 10). Paul had several reported contacts with the city as a port (Acts 9:30; 18:22; and perhaps 21:8) and a place of imprisonment and trial (Acts 23:23, 25:1-7). Herod Agrippa I had a residence there and died there (Acts 12:19-23).
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11:26 Christians.  This title of derision meant "little Christ."
12:2 "James was the brother of John the apostle and the son of Zebedee (Mt 4:21).  This event took place about ten years after Jesus' death and resurrection."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1789.

12:9 "'Prison' probably refers to the Fortress of Antonia, located at the northwestern corner of the temple--the 'barracks' where Paul was later held."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1789.
12:10 opened (Grk. word for automatic):  the first electric eye door in history.
12:20-23 "Agrippa's sudden death was fully recorded by Josephus (Antiquities, 19.8).  On the second day of a festival held in Caesarea in honor of Claudius, Agrippa donned a silver garment of 'wonderful' texture and entered the amphitheater early in the morning.  When the sun's rays shone on his garment, the brilliant glare caused his flatterers to cry out that he was a god.  Josephus added that 'the king did neither rebuke them nor reject their impious flattery,'  Almost immediately a severe pain arose in his abdomen, and five days later he died in great agony."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1782.  Below is the amphitheater where this took place.
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13:1-2, 5 "Barnabas (called Joseph in 4:36) was a Levite from Cyprus who was known for his generosity and goodness (4:36; 11:24) and who had spoken on Paul's behalf to the apostles (9:27). . . . Salamis was a town on the eastern coast of the central plan of Cyprus, near modern Famagusta. . . . Paul did not return to Salamis, but Barnabas doubtless did on his second missionary journey (15:39).  According to tradition he was martyred there during the reign of Nero."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1791.
13:6-12 "Sergius Paulus was Paul's first recorded convert on his first missionary journey that took place around A.D. 46 (Ac 13:6-12).  . . . Romans typically had three names:  a praenomen, a nomen and a cognomen.  The praenomen was a personal name, the nomen a clan name and the cognomen the name of a particular branch within the clan. . . . a Latin inscription from Rome refers to a Lucius Sergius Paulus, who held an administrative position during the reign of Claudius, from A.D. 41-54."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1793.

13:9 "It was customary to have a given name, in this case Saul (designating a Hebrew with a Jewish background), and a later name, in this case Paul (denoting a Roman with a Hellenistic background)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1791.
13:14 "According to rabbinic sources the synagogue service included the recitation of the Shema and its blessings (i.e., Nu 15:37-41; Dt 6:4-9; 11:13-21), the Amidah or Prayer of Eighteen Benedictions, the reading of the weekly Torah portion, a reading from the Prophets, an exposition or translation of the Scripture and the priestly benediction.  Those in attendance were seated according to age and status (cf. Mt 23:6; Lk 20:46), and the entire congregation was oriented toward the Most Holy Place in Jerusalem (cf. 1 Ki 8:48). . . . The synagogue provided a ready-made preaching situation with a building, regularly scheduled meetings and a people who knew the Old Testament Scriptures.  It was customary to invite visitors, and especially visiting rabbis (such as Paul), to address the gathering."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1783, 1791.
14:12 Zeus, the most popular god in Galatia, was regularly linked with Hermes.  The response of the Lystrans may be traced to the following legend:  Zeus and Hermes once visited the Phrygian hill country, disguised as ordinary men.  They were turned away from a thousand homes but finally were welcomed into the humble abody of an elderly couple.  The gods turned that house into a temple and destroyed the houses of all who had rejected them.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1794.
16:1 Timothy was probably in his teens at this time.

16:3 Timothy was circumcised as a matter of expediency, so that his work among the Jews might be more effective.  This was different from Titus's case (see Gal 2:3), where circumcision was refused because some were demanding it as being necessary for salvation.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1798.

16:8 Troas was 10 miles from ancient Troy.  
16:16 "The spirit by which the slave girl predicted the future was a demonic 'python' spirit.  The python was a mythical snake worshiped at Delphi and associated with the Delphic oracle.  The term python had come to be used of the persons through whom the python spirit supposedly spoke.  Since such persons spoke involuntarily, the term ventriloquist was used to describe them."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1800.
16:22-24 Prisoners in stocks were obliged to sleep sitting or lying on the floor, and changing positions was nearly impossible.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1800.

16:37 "The public beating of a Roman citizen was illegal, let alone a beating without a trial."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1801.

17:1-9 "The events described here occurred in the spring of A.D. 50, shortly after Claudius had expelled Jews from Rome (in 49) following riots associated with Jews and Christians.  The authorities would have wanted to avoid such problems, and the Jewish opponents would have exploited those fears."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1801.
17:1 The Egnatian Way crossed the whole of present-daynorthern Greece in an east-west direction and included Philippi, Amphipolis,  Apollonia, and Thessalonica on its route.  At several locations, such as Kavalla (Neapolis), Philippi and Apollonia, the road is still visible today.  If a person traveled about 30 miles (48 km) a day, each city could be reached after one day's journey.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1801.
Thessalonica, situated about 100 miles from Philippi, was one of the great cities and seaports of the Roman Empire with an estimated population of about a quarter million people, a good sized city in the first century.  Thessalonica was the capital of the province of Macedonia.  The original name is thought to be Thermai which refers to the hot springs nearby.  Thessalonica was the largest city in the region of Macedonia (upper Greece), and as is often the case in seaports, the city was characterized by tough-minded, rugged seaman, merchants, and tradesmen adept at haggling the price of something.  The native Greek population, Romans, and a large enough population of dispersed Jews to have a synagogue combined to make this a colorful and volatile city.  The city was strategic for two major reasons:  1) it was a major seaport; and 2) the great Roman highway, the Egnatian Way, went through the city.  Both of these contributed to the spread of the gospel. 
17:6 "The Greek term politarch (lit., 'city ruler'), translated here and in verse 8 as 'city officials,' is found nowhere else in Greek literature, but it was discovered in 1835 in a Greek inscription on an arch that had spanned the Egnatian Way on the western side of Thessalonica.  (The arch was destroyed in 1867, but the block with the inscription was rescued and is now in the British Museum in London.)  The term has since been found in 16 other inscriptions in surrounding towns of Macedonia, as well as elsewhere."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1801.
17:6-9 This is the first record of the disguised compliment that the Christians were "turning the world upside down."  Correction:  they were "turning the world right side up."  The city quickly turned violent.  To get things stirred up, they contacted the local rent-a-riot service, guys hanging around looking for a fight.  A. T. Robertson called them "market-loungers or wharf rats."
  

It appears from the text that the missionaries were there for no more than three weeks (though it is possible they were there longer), and they were forced from the city to spare their lives from the mob violence.  You can remove the missionaries, but you can't remove the Christ in the hearts of the people.  In the early 1950's, there were approximately 750,000 believers in China when the missionaries were forced out.  Today, a Chinese government official estimated China’s Christians at 120 million.  “Paul Hattaway, founder and director of Asia Harvest, recently compiled a county-by-county report of the number of Christian in China from 2,000 published sources, and arrived at a total of more than 102 million.”
   
17:7 "Blasphemy was the gravest accusation for a Jew, but treason--to support a rival king above Caesar--was the worst accusation for a Roman."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1801.

17:16-33 "The most renowned group to embrace rhetoric was the Sophists, a society of philosophers who believed that useful opinion was far more significant than knowledge or truth.  They established an educational system that taught young men the 'art' of language and persuasion.  The Athenian political landscape, characterized at the time by change and unrest, offered the Sophists the opportunity to become quite wealthy in their pursuit.  They prided themselves in their ability to debate from either side of an argument.  This fact, which demonstrated their relative view of truth and justice, couples with the exorbitant fees the Sophists charged, led many Athenians to distrust them.

"The Greek philosopher Plato held only disdain for Sophists, believing that rhetoric's strength lay in its ability to attain and convey truth in the pursuit of justice--not in its power per se.  The most renowned advocate, however, of systematic rhetoric in the ancient world was Aristotle, who insisted that value and truth had to be a part of the rhetorical process.  A good rhetorician, he emphasized, needed to understand the argument as well as the human emotion surrounding it, maintain a worthy character, understand the relevant type of oratorical expression and be gifted with a natural persuasive ability.  The persuasive process, he insisted, was accomplished by employing one or more of the three categories of appeal:  logos (reason), pathos (emotional appeal) and ethos (virtue and goodwill)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1797.
17:18 "The Epicureans were followers of Epicurus, a Greek philosopher who lived from 341-270 B.C.  Epicurus taught that nature rather than reason is the true reality and that nothing exists but atoms and voice (matter and space).  The chief purpose of humankind in his view was to achieve happiness.  People have free will, he asserted, in order to plan and live lives of pleasure.  Epicurus interpreted pleasure as avoidance of pain, so that the mere enjoyment of good health would have been considered 'pleasure.'  He also considered it impossible to live a good life without having honor and justice."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1802.
17:19 "Paul was taken to a meeting of the Areopagus ('rock of Ares' or 'rock of Areia,' another name for Athena), where he used the Greek altar to an unknown god as a point of contact to preach the gospel to the Athenian citizens (vv. 22-31).  Also known in antiquity as Mars Hill (Mars and Ares are both names for the Greek god of war), the site was used as a meeting place by a council of nobility.  . . . The Areopagus was the main administrative body and chief court in Athens, representing that society's intellectual elite.  The Council of the Areopagus had ruled Athens before it had become a democracy in 620 B.C.  By New Testament times the Areopagus retained authority only in the areas of religion and morals and met in the Royal Portico at the northwestern corner of the agora.  Its members considered themselves the custodians of teachings that introduced new religions and foreign gods. . . . Although the location of Paul's speech is unknown, tradition places the Areopagus itself on a rocky hill just below the Acropolis and just above the agora.  This hill rises approximately 380 feet (116 m).  An ancient stairway carved into the rock is still used today, although centuries of wear have left the steps extremely slippery.  On the crest may be seen the possible foundations of a building."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1802.
18:2 "Suetonius wrote that Claudius had given the expulsion order because of "[the Jews'] continual tumults instigated by Chrestus' (a common misspelling of 'Christ').  If 'Chrestus' does in fact refer to Christ, the riots obviously were 'about' him rather than led 'by' him."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1803.
18:12 "Gallio was proconsul of Achaia in 51-52.  The date is accurately known thanks to an inscription discovered in Delphi, Greece, a copy of a letter from Emperior Claudius referring to 'Lucius Junius Gallio, my friend, and the proconcul of Achaia.' . . . The Gallio inscription is of enormous importance in dating Paul's 18-month stay in Corinth.  It suggests that he was there from the fall of 50 until the late spring of 52."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1806.
19:9 "The 'lecture hall of Tyranus' was probably a school used regularly by Tyrannus, a philosopher or rhetorician.  Instruction was probably given during the cooler, morning hours.  One Greek manuscript add that Paul did his instructing from 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  This would have been the hottest time of the day, but the hall was available and the people were not at their regular work."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1807.
19:27 "The temple of Artemis was the glory of Ephesus.  It was 425 feet (130 m) long and 220 feet (67 m) wide, having 127 white marble columns 62 feet (19 m) high and less than 4 feet (1.2 m) apart.  In the inner sanctuary stood the many-breasted image supposedly dropped from heaven."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1809.  The shrine was considered to be one of the wonders of the ancient world.

19:29 "Surviving Greek theaters are acoustically remarkable.  They were commonly used for public gatherings, since they were likely to provide the largest places of assembly in the city.  The ruins of the theater in Ephesus, a most imposing structure seating 25,000 people, have been excavated.  Roman theaters tended to more elaborate than those of the Greeks, contained a more finished stage and, perhaps in conformity with the needs of a more severe climate, were at least in part roofed over."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1809

20:13 "Assos was on the opposite side of the peninsula from Troas--about 20 miles (32 km) away by land.  The journey along the coastline, however, was about 40 miles (64 km)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1815.

20:14 "Mitylene was a harbor on the southeastern shore of the island of Lesbos."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1815.

20:15 "Kios was a large island that lay along the western coast of Asia Minor.  Samos was one of the most important islands in the Aegean, while Miletus was located about 35 miles (56 km) south of Ephesus, the destination fo the ship on which Paul was traveling.  He would have had to change ships to put into Ephesus. which would have resulted in lost time."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1815.

21:1  "Cos, one of the Spotades islands off the coast of Asia Minor, was the birthplace of Hippocrates, the father of medicine.  A large Jewish settlement was located there.  'Rhodes' here refers to the leading city on the island of Rhodes, once noted for its 'harbor colossus,' one of the seven wonders of the ancient world (but demolished over two centuries before Paul's arrival there).  Patara was located on the southern coast of Lycia.  Paul changed ships there from a vessel that hugged the shore of Asia mInor to one going directly to Tyre and Phoenicia."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1815.
21:24 "In some instances purification rites included the offering of sacrifices.  Such rites were observed by choice by some Jewish Christians but were not required of Christians, either Jew or Gentile.  Paul's part in sponsoring these men would have included (1) paying part or all of the cost of the sacrifices (in this case eight pigeons and four lambs; Nu 6:9-12) and (2) going to the temple to notify the priest when their days of purification would be fulfilled so that the priests would be prepared to sacrifice their offerings (Ac 21:26)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1817.

22:3 "Gamaliel was one of the greatest teachers of Judaism.  His grandfather, Hillel, founded the more liberal of the two main schools of the Pharisees, and Gamaliel was the first of seven leaders of the school of Hillel to be honored with the title Rabban, "Our Rabbi."  Paul, while making his defense of the steps of the Fortress of Antonia after his arrest in the temple, stated that he had been brought up in Jerusalem and, under Gamaliel, 'thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers' (Ac 22:3).  Paul, in other words, had received the best possible Jewish education of his day.  

"Gamaliel is also mentioned in chapter 5 in connection with the appearance of Peter and the apostles before the Sanhedrin on the charge of teaching about Jesus.2 The mem​bers of the Sanhedrin became incensed when Peter and the apostles declared 'We must obey God rather than men!" (5:29) and were about to put them to death. But Gamaliel,' a Pharisee... a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people" (5:34), as a mem​ber of the Sanhedrin persuaded them to let the apostles go, wisely observing, 'lf their pur​pose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men' (5:38-39).

"Gamaliel was a man of great intellect who studied not only Biblical law but also Greek literature (his love of Greek set him apart from many of his more zealous rab​binical colleagues). Gamaliel tended to be pragmatic in his interpretation of the law and was known for his tolerant attitude. He rec​ommended that Sabbath observance be less rigorous and burdensome, regulated laws of divorce in order to protect women3 and urged kindness toward Gentiles."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1819.

23:1 "According to rabbinic sources, the Jerusalem Sanhedrin was comprised of 71 members, reflecting the Biblical practice instituted by Moses (70 elders plus Moses; see Ex. 24:1,9; Nu 11:16). . . . The Sanhedrin function as the supreme Jewish court, trying appellate cases sent up from lower courts . . ."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1821.

23:2 "Ananias, the son of Nebedaeus, was the high priest from A.D. 47 to 59.  He is not to be confused with the high priest Annas (A.D. 6-15). . . . Ananias was noted for cruelty and violence.  When the revolt against Rome broke out, he was assassinated by his own people.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1821.

23:3 "Paul called Ananias a "whitewashed wall"--a metaphor for a hypocrite--because Ananias had acted improperly in ordering that Paul be stuck (Ac 23:2).  Striking someone prior to a conviction was illegal.  In this case, Paul had not even been properly charged."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1821.

23:34 "The historian Tacitus stated of Felix:  'He held the power of a tyrant with the disposition of a slave.'  Felex married three queens in succession, . . . Felix was recalled to Rome in A.D. 59/60 to answer for disturbances and irregularities in his rule, such as his mishandling of riots between Jewish and Syrian inhabitants."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1822-1823.

24:24 "Drusilla was the youngest of the three daughters of Herod Agrippa I, her sisters being Bernice and Mariamhe . . . At the age of fourteen she married Azizus, King of Emesa, but left him for Felix, procurator of Judea, who was captivated by her beauty and employed a Cyprian sorcerer to gain her for his wife.  The couple had one son, Agrippa, who died in the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 79."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1823.

25:1 "The trip from Caesarea to Jerusalem was 60 miles (97 km), requiring two days."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1823.

25:13 "'King Agrippa' was Herod Agrippa II.  He was seventeen years old at the death of his father, Herod Agrippa I, in A.D. 44.  Being too young to succeed his father, he was replaced by Roman governors.  Eight years later, however, a gradual extension of his territorial authority began.  Ultimately he ruled over territory north and northeast of the Sea of Galilee, over several Galilean cities and over some cities in Perea.  At the Jewish revolt, when Jerusalem fell, he was on the side of the Romans.  He died in about A.D. 100--the last of the Herods.  Bernice, the oldest daughter of Agrippa I, is mentioned three times in Acts (here; v. 23; 26:30.  According to Josephus, she was first married to Marcus, after whose death she became the wife of Herod Chalcis, her unable (Antiquities, 19,5,1; 20,7,1-3).  After Herod's death Bernice lived with Agrippa II, her brother, and was rumored to be involved in an incestuous relationship with him.  Later she was married to Polemo of Cilicia.  This marriage was of short duration, as she returned to Agrippa.  She was later the mistress of Vespasian and Titus, who finally cast her aside."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1823.

27:1 "The Roman army was arguably the greatest single military organization in world history, as it was consistently victorious and maintained its identity and traditions for nearly a thousand years.  The early Roman armies were composed entirely of property-owning citizens because service in the army was regarded as a privilege. . . . In 107 B.C. C. Marius reformed the army and accepted landless recruits, equipping them at state expense.  This was the beginning of professional Roman armies that owed their allegiance to their generals and also expected from them rich rewards for years of loyal service. . . . The presence of Roman armies in Judea created an explosive situation.  The Jews despised the Romans as pagans and were offended at the presence of Roman war standards, with the idol-like eagle at the top, in close proximity to their temple."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1829.

27:9 "'The Fast' was the Jewish Day of Atonement.  It fell in the latter part of

September or in October.  The usual sailing season by Jewish calculation lasted from Pentecost (May-June) to Tabernacles, which fell five days after the Fast.  The Romans considered the prospect of sailing after September 15 doubtful and after November 11 suicidal."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1828

27:19 "A 'ship's tackle'--spars, planks and perhaps the yardarm with the mainsail attached--were at times dragged behind, serving as a brake."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1828.

27:27 "The Adriatic Sea is the sea between Italy, Malta, Crete and Greece. . . . The modern usage of 'Adriatic' describes a smaller area."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1830.

27:37 "To note the number on board may have been necessary in preparation for the distribution of food or perhaps for the coming attempt to get ashore.  The number (276) was not extraordinary for the time.  Josephus referred to a ship that had 600 aboard."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1830.

28:17 "The decree of the emperor Claudius (see 18:2 and its note) had been allowed to lapse, and Jews had returned to Rome with their leaders." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1831.

After Christ’s death, He “went and made proclamation to the spirits in prison,” 
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After Christ’s death, He also descended into Hades (Acts 2:27, 31) before ascending into heaven.  Following the cross, believers go into the presence of Christ and God at death (Lk. 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:6-8; Phil. 1:23; Rev. 6:9; 7:9ff, 15:2ff).
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Spirit Prison


God placed fallen angels in a prison called tartaros (Grk) before the flood (1 Pt. 3:19-20; 2 Pt. 2:4-5; Jude 6)





Caesarea Maritima Aqueduct Detail.�Herod the Great’s massive aqueduct carried water to Caesarea Maritima, Israel, from the Carmel Mountains. (Acts 25)








Caesarea Maritima Aqueduct Overview.�The aqueduct (water channel) built by Herod the Great to carry water from Mt. Carmel to Caesarea Maritima. (Acts 10)








Caesarea Maritima Port, Aerial.�An aerial view of the port at Caesarea Maritima, the main sea port of Israel in the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 11:25-26)











	� A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, p. 270.


� Gary Russell, “The More, The Better,” Christianity Today, August 2010, p. 47.
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