Romans Bible Notes

[image: image1.jpg]The Gospel: God's Good News
All have sinned (3:23) . . . Christ died for sinners (5:8) ... God's gift is eternal life (6:23)

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (10:13)
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Faith That Changes a Life

Faith That Serves Others
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There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (8:1)
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Romans background:  it is almost certain that no apostle founded the church, and there is no reference to Peter.  It is likely converts from the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) took the message to the city of Rome and were instrumental in starting the church.  Paul had Rome in his heart:  in Acts 19:21 he expresses his desire to visit Rome and in Acts 23:11 he relates God's assurance to him that he would bear witness at Rome.    

Romans gives a full and systematic view of the truths a church would need.  Romans asks the question, "How good does a man have to be to go to heaven?"  The answer:  "As good as God."  Imputed righteousness is the only hope for fallen mankind.  Righteousness, Grk. dikaios, is a key word in Romans appearing 57 times in its various forms:  righteous: 2:5; 3:10; 5:7, 19; 
righteousness: 1:17; 3:5, 21, 22, 26; 4:3, 5, 6, 11, 13, 22; 6:13, 16, 18, 19, 20; 8:4, 10; 9:28, 30, 31; 10:3, 4, 5, 6, 10; 14:17; 15:17, 18, 21; just: 1:17; 2:13; 3:8; 3:26; 7:12; justification:  4:25; 5:16, 18; justified: 2:13; 3:4; 3:20, 28; 5:1; justifier: 3:26; justifieth: 4:5; 8:33; justify: 3:30; unrighteousness:  1:18, 29; 2:8; 3:5; 6:13; 9:14 

1:17 Luther’s key verse.  Oct. 31, 1517, Luther nailed his 95 Thesis to the door of Castle Church.
1:17  a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, (NIV)  Amplified Bible translates:  "For in the Gospel a righteousness which God ascribes is revealed, both springing from faith and leading to faith [disclosed through the way of faith that arouses to more faith].  As it is written, The man who through faith is just and upright shall live and shall live by faith."
1:24, 26, 28 God gave them over.  Indicates choice and loss of control.

1:24-32.  natural (Grk. phusikos):  natural, according to nature or God’s design; unnatural (Grk. para with phusis):   contrary to nature, against God’s design.  Touch question:  Is homosexuality genetic?  Answer:  No.  

1.   There is no scientific evidence to support homosexuality being genetic.

2.   Simon Levey says that what he originally cited as research that homosexuality is in the brain now admits his research is in error.  Just over 50% now think it is genetic even though there is no evidence to support it.  Why?  To link this to the Civil Rights Movement.

3.   If genetic, what would happen over a period of  5,000 years?  By definition, the gene would self eliminate because it is incapable of reproducing. 

“First, it is claimed that homosexuality is genetic.  Therefore, personal responsibility for the condition would be as inappropriate as an apology for blue eyes or old age.  However, geneticists point out that any gene clustering in the embryo that does not or cannot lead to reproduction and therefore to the perpetuation of a species gene pool is by definition “maladaptive.”  That is to say, such a clustering is counterproductive of the fundamental purpose of genetic behavior.  In these terms homosexuality, if it be genetic in origin, cannot be reproductive of the race and therefore represents in its very condition a deviation from genetic norms.  It is a violation of genetic purpose.”  Bennett J. Sims, “Sex and Homosexuality,” Christianity Today, Feb. 25, 1978, p. 28.

4.   If you have identical twins, you have by definition the same genetic structure in each twin.  Then by definition of if one has it then the other must have it, but with about 50% of identical twins, one is heterosexual and the other is homosexual.  This is sufficiently explained by environmental factors.

Dr. Robert L. Spitzer is a professor of psychiatry at Columbia University. In 1973, he persuaded the American Psychiatric Association to remove homosexuality from its official diagnostic manual of mental disorders. At the time, Dr. Spitzer was hailed by many as a scientific Moses, leading homosexuals out of their closeted captivity. 

In early May, Dr. Spitzer spoke again to the APA at its meeting in New Orleans. This time he had a different message: "Contrary to conventional wisdom, some highly motivated individuals, using a variety of change efforts, can make substantial change in multiple indicators of sexual orientation." In other words, according to Dr. Spitzer, once homosexual does not necessarily mean always homosexual. 

Dr. Spitzer interviewed 200 men and women who said they had experienced a significant transition from homosexual to heterosexual attraction, and had sustained this shift for five years. "Like most psychiatrists," Spitzer says, "I thought homosexual behavior could only be resisted, and that no one could really change their sexual orientation. I now believe that to be false. Some people can and do change." Cal Thomas, “New Study:  Gays Can Go Straight”

5.  Genetics?  Yes, in this sense.  For I was born a sinner— yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. Psa. 51:5 (NLT)  Alcoholism has a genetic component; however, we don't tell an alcoholic, "You were born this way.  You can't help it.  Go ahead and have another vodka."  For an extensive treatment on the etiologies which contribute to male homosexuality, see Lawrence J. Hatterer, Changing Homosexuality in the Male (New York: McGraw-Hill Book, 1970), p. 34-42.  The etiologies include relationships to the 1) mother; 2) father; 3) self; 4) intrafamilial; and 5) cultural and environmental.

"The Roman emperor Hadrian was so overcome with passionate love for a young man named Antinous that when the object of his affection drowned, the grief-stricken emperor decreed that he be worshiped as a god. . . . Plato, on the other hand, in his earlier dialogue spoke approvingly of homosexual behavior.  Yet near the end of his career he observed in his Laws that homosexual intercourse was widely recognized to be unnatural."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1836.
3:10-18  Several factors explain why Old Testament quotations are not always cited verbatim in the New Testament:  (1) New Testament quotations sometimes gave the general sense of the original and were not intended to be word-for-word citations.  (2) Quotation marks were not used in Greek.  (3) The quotations were often taken from the pre-Christian Greek translation (the Septuagint) of the Hebrew Old Testament, because Greek readers were for the most part unfamiliar with the Hebrew Bible. (4) Sometimes the New Testament writer, in order to drive home his point, would purposely enlarge, abbreviate or adapt an Old Testament passage or combine two or more passages."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1839.
6:1-23 sin (singular):  17 times; dead, death, die, buried, crucified:  18 times; live, life, alive, raised, alive, resurrection:  13 times.  6:2 died to sin (2nd aorist active); 6:3 baptized (1st aorist passive); 6:4 buried (2nd aorist passive); 6:6 was crucified.  1st aorist, passive.  No NT ref. tells us our crucifixion is yet future.  All references are aorist--once and for all; 6:6 done away (kataregeo, 1st aorist passive):  not destroyed, but to render idle, inactive, inoperative, to cause to cease; 6:7 died (2nd aorist active participle); 6:8 we died.  1st aorist, active, participle.  Sin did not die.  We died to sin's control over us; 6:8 live (future active indicative); 6:13 offer yourselves.  1st aorist, active, imperative.

Frustrating attempts at victory:  1.  Spiritual Cleansing:  continual daily cleansing—important, yes, but not the solution; 2.  Spiritual Resolutions:  resolving to do better, to shape up; 3.  Self-denial:  denying oneself certain things for a time, or even for all time, is not even close to the answer since the old nature will adjust and thrive under any conditions — anything short of death to self; 4.  Something more:  more Bible study, prayer, church mtgs., service, Holy Spirit, power; 5.  Spiritual Experiences:  casting out demons, emotional experiences.  
"Give me liberty or give me death!" Well known words which fanned the flames of the American Revolution. The speaker:  Patrick Henry. The
words may have grown out of the bondage which enslaved Patrick's wife.  Patrick Henry's wife was kept at home in the cellar bound with chains
because of her deranged condition . . . maybe even demon possession.  God's way is to give us liberty is by giving us death . . . death to self.
The most powerful foe you will ever face is the enemy within yourself.  The greatest battle you will ever fight is the battle with yourself. The most pleasant peace you will ever experience is the peace within yourself.  
The Greek stoic Epictetus observed:  "The man who masters himself is free."  Centuries later, Shakespeare underscored that same truth when he wrote: "No man is free who is not master of himself."
To master yourself is to conquer the paralyzing effects of fear.

To master yourself is to defeat the demons of doubt. 

To master yourself is to overcome the plaguing perils of pessimism. 

To master yourself is to transcend the ruinous roads of resentment.
James McConkey:  "Faith is dependence upon God.  And this God-dependence only begins when self-dependence ends.  And self-dependence only comes to its end, with some of us, when sorrow, suffering, affliction, broken plans, and hopes bring us to that place of self-helplessness and defeat.  And only then do we find that we have learned the lesson of faith; to find our tiny craft of life rushing onward to a blessed victory of life and power and service undreamt of in the days of fleshly strength and self-reliance." Principles of Spiritual Growth, p. 9.
7:1-25 law: 18 times; “I”:  47times in various forms.

8:15 abba.  Aramaic word for father (3 times in NT:  Mk. 14:36; Gal. 4:6).  In Islam, there are 99 names for God, but none for God as Father.
8:15 "Abba is the Aramaic word for "father," transliterated into Greek and thence into English.  The corresponding Hebrew word is Ab.  Abba is found three times in the New Testament (see also Mk. 14:36; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6). . . . Jewish children used the term Abba to show both intimacy with and respect toward their fathers.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1909.  "In Islam, there are 99 names for God, but none for God as Father."  
8:17 co-heirs.  "Roman law recognized two kinds of adoption:  adrogatio, in which a man and all those under his authority were adopted into another family, and adoptio, in which an individual was adopted into a family.  In adrogatio the adopted family in effect ceased to exist as a separate entity and became a part of the adopter's family."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1849. 

10:9 "The affirmation 'Jesus is Lord,' the earliest Christian confession of faith (see 1 Co 12:3 and its note) was probably used at baptisms.  In view of the fact that 'Lord' is used over 6,000 times in the Septuagint to translate the name of Israel's God (Yahweh), it is clear that Paul, when using this word of Jesus, was ascribing deity to him."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1851.
16:1 "Phoebe was likely the carrier of the letter to Rome (cf. v. 2).  She is called a 'servant' (see the NIV text note, 'or deaconess'), one who serves or ministers in any way.  When church-related, as it is here, it probably refers to a specific office--a female deacon or deaconess."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1860.
16:7 "The more common reading of the Greek text is Junia (not Junias, as in the NIV), a feminine name.  Adronicus and Junia may have been husband and wife."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1860.
16:23 "Erastus, who is the city's director of public works.  "At Corinth archaeologists have discovered a reused block of stone in a paved square, with the Latin inscription:  'Erastus, commissioner of public works, bore the expense of this pavement.' . . . This may refer to the Erastus mentioned here.  If it does, it is the earliest reference to a Christian by name outside the New Testament.  He may also be the same person referred to in Acts 19:22 and 2 Timothy 4:20, though it is difficult to be certain because the name was fairly common."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1860.
16:25-27  Various manuscripts show this closing benediction at the close of chapter 14 and 15 as well as here.  This is probably due to the circulation of shortened versions of the letter without the personal greetings.
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