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If the person repents and makes restitution and amends, forgiveness is extended and restoration begins.

How to Forgive and Restore

I. Extend forgiveness, keep no record of wrongs, and protect the reputation of the person.
19My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back,
20remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and
cover over a multitude of sins. James 5:19-20 (NIV). *He who covers over an offense promotes love,
but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends. Prov. | 7:9 (NIV). 8Above all, love each other
deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. | Pet. 4:8 (NIV). 4Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5lt is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. éLove does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. | Cor. |3:4-7 (NIV).

2. Establish a prayer partnership and accountability.
I6Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:/16 (NIV).
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When is restoration needed?
When a person engages in a continual, ongoing, unrepentant practice such as sexual immorality, greed, worship of idols, slander and abusive speech, drunkenness, fraud, swindling, misuse of funds (I Cor. 5:1 I), argumentative, divisive, creating factions (Rom 16:17-18; Titus 3:9-10), false teaching and legalism (Gal. 1:7-9, I Tim. 1: 19-20; 2 Tim. 2:17-18), and an unruly, undisciplined life, laziness and refusing to work (2 Thess. 3:6-15).
What is the attitude for restoration? 

"... if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted" (Galatians 6:1 NIV).
What is the procedure for restoration?
"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.  lf he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector" (Matthew 18:15-I 7 NIV).
"Do not receive an accusation against an elder except or the basis of two or three witnesses.  Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning" (1 Timothy 5:19-20 NASB).
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