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Galatians Background:  Galatians is the Magna Carta of spiritual emancipation.  Spiritual freedom is spiritual dynamite!  The key question in Galatians:  Are you saved by believing or by achieving?  
Key words:  “liberty” is used 11 times and Christ appears 45 times.  Paul uses strong, emotional words:  amazed (1:6); accursed (1:8-9); not lying (1:20); sneaked in to spy out our liberty (2:4); hypocrisy (2:13); foolish (3:1); bewitched (3:1); beg of you (4:12); plucked out your eyes (4:15); mutilate themselves (5:12); bite and devour (5:15).  Galatians deals with legalism while 1 Corinthians deals with license.     
If I were a non-religious person looking over the world religious scene, I would honestly be disinterested, skeptical and perhaps antagonistic toward religion in general.  From this standpoint, I have some understanding of the skeptic and agnostic.  Not only are unthinkable atrocities committed in the name of various religions, but it would appear that religion, general speaking, does not set people free.  Instead, it enslaves them and introduces them into new forms of bondage.  I speak respectfully of other's choices in religion, but it is valid to ask the question, “Do your religious beliefs set you free?”  

· Millions of religious people the world over live in constant fear.  They are afraid of not being good enough, and afraid they will not receive eternal life.  Is this freedom?  

· The Taliban in the name of religion oppress, beat, and execute women.  Is this freedom?

· Various religious groups require extremely strict adherence to rituals and various practices.  Is this freedom?

· In various eastern religions, you become in the next life what you last think about before  you die.  Is this freedom?

· Some groups require you dress in black and drive black cars with black tires, bumpers and wheels.  Is this freedom?

· If a couple has a 4-year old dying of an illness, and their religion prohibits seeking medical treatment, is this freedom?

· An orthodox Jew cannot push an elevator button on the Sabbath, so they have shabat elevators in Israel.  Is this freedom?

· Various religious groups (many of which have the name Christian attached) will take complete control of your life, finances, decisions, and cut you off from your family of origin?

· In Japan, relatives are under intense obligation to honor the dead on the 1st, 3rd, 7th, 13th years, etc. and on to the 50th anniversary of the death of the person.

· Then some groups say, “Well, we set people free.  You can do anything you want in our religion.  Any form of immorality is fine.”  Peter refers to this when he says “they promise freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption.”

· And closer to home, there are some who would say we receive salvation as a gift, but we are under obligation to perform to a list of “Christian behaviors.” 

Legalistic Living vs. Grace Living

1.   How does legalism develop?   Warren Wiersbe summarizes how legalism subtly develops: 1) If I obey these rules, I will become a more spiritual person; 2) I believe I have the strength to obey and improve myself; 3) I’m making progress; and 4) If only others were as spiritual as me. God is certainly fortunate that I am His.  Legalism is primarily an attitude. Martin Luther, “I can do anything not prohibited by Scripture.”  John Calvin, “I can do nothing not permitted by Scripture.”   

2.   What is the effect of legalism?  Lewis Johnson, “One of the most serious problems facing the orthodox Christian church today is the problem of legalism. One of the most serious problems facing the church in Paul's day was the problem of legalism. In every day it is the same. Legalism wrenches the joy of the Lord from the Christian believer, and with the joy of the Lord goes his power for vital worship and vibrant service. Nothing is left but cramped, somber, dull, and listless profession. The truth is betrayed, and the glorious name of the Lord becomes a synonym for a gloomy killjoy. The Christian under law is a miserable parody of the real thing.”

3.   What are potential legalism issues?  What must a person give up to follow Christ?  “Colored clothes, for one thing.  Get rid of everything in your wardrobe that is not white.  Stop sleeping on a soft pillow.  Sell your musical instruments and don’t eat any more white bread.  You cannot, if you are sincere about obeying Christ, take warm baths or shave your beard.  To shave is to lie against Him who created us, to attempt to improve on His work.” Code of a 2nd century Christian school, Elizabeth Elliot, The Liberty of Obedience (Waco, TX:  Word, 1968), p. 32-33.

4.   What are the keys questions to ask myself regarding wise behaviors? 

· Am I doing this for the glory of God or my own glory (1 Cor. 10:31)?  

· Is this beneficial to my walk with God and growth (1 Cor. 10:23)?  

· Does this set me free or enslave me (1 Cor. 6:12-13)?  

· Does this cause a weaker Christian to stumble (1 Cor. 8:9)?  

5.   How to live in God’s grace and extend horizontal grace to others?  

· Love God with all your heart and do as you please (Augustine).

· Love your neighbor as yourself.   “. . . rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  Gal. 5:13-14 (NIV).  “What in the world is all this about? Let me give it to you straight. Don't give me your personal list of do's and don'ts to live by! And you can count on this: I will never give you my personal list of do's and don'ts to follow! Being free means you have no reason whatsoever to agree with my personal list; nor should you slander me because it isn't exactly like yours. That is one of the ways Christians can live in harmony. It is called living by grace . . . and it is the only way to fly.  Now you say, ‘Well, what if we find a list in Scripture?’ That is a very different issue! Any specified list in Scripture is to be obeyed without hesitation or question.” (Charles Swindoll, Grace Awakening, p. 132).  

· Guard against any form of Christian cannibalism.  “If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.”  Gal. 5:15 (NIV).

1:2 Grace and peace to you.  What is grace?  God’s gift; Rescued from sin; Accepted before God; Cleansed from guilt and shame; Eternal life

· By the grace of God I am loved, and I can do nothing to change that love (1 John 4:10).

· By the grace of God I am forgiven, and I am forever free from condemnation or judgment (Rom. 8:1).

· By the grace of God I  am made holy, and I can do nothing to improve my standing with God (Col. 1:22; Heb. 10:14).

· By the grace of God I am made alive with Christ, and it is no longer I who live but Christ lives his life in me (Gal. 2:20).

· By the grace of God I am free, and I am no longer controlled by the power of sin (Rom. 6:6).   




James Bryan Smith

1:7 confusion (Grk. tarasso):  to stir or agitate (roil water):  trouble.

1:8 condemned (Grk. anathema):  a ban, to excommunicate, to cut off.

1:10 please (Grk. aresko):  “to excite the emotions.”  The English word “pleasure” comes from the word “please.”
Few things turn our crank faster than being around big‑minded, enthusiastic, broad‑shouldered visionaries. Uninterested in trivial matters and too busy to concern themselves with who might think what about a particular issue, they focus on forests with little worry over a few trees. They are positive, on the move, excited about exploring new vistas, inspired, and inspiring. While others are preoccupied with tiny tasks and nit‑picking squabbles, these people refuse to get bogged down in such nonproductive stuff. They see opportunity in every difficulty and helpful lessons in every setback.

Few things turn us off quicker than being around small‑minded, pessimistic, narrow‑world, tedious frowners. Engrossed in the minutiae of what won't work and remembering a half dozen worst‑case scenarios, they can throw more cold water on a creative idea than a team of fire fighters snuffing out a candle.  It's not caution we resent; caution is helpful, necessary, and wise.  It has a major part to play in keeping the visionary realistic. But it's the tiny‑focused, squint‑eyed, tight‑lipped soul that drives us batty. The best word is petty ... as in petty cash, petty larceny, petty officer, petty minded.

"Pettiness," writes George Will, "is the tendency of people without large purposes."  Excerpt from Charles Swindoll, “Pettiness,” Evangelical Free Church Newsletter 
1:13-24 Pattern for a personal testimony from Paul:  1) before conversion (1:13-14); 2) conversion (1:15-16a); 3) after conversion (1:16b-24).

Time Line of Paul’s Life
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Alternate view:  Paul converted in 35 AD.
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2:1 Fourteen years later.  32-46 AD according to the south Galatian view.

2:4 Spy on.  Grk. kataskopeo, to look down and act like a mole--checking out the penis at the urinal or in the gym.
2:1-10 Three types of people:  1) encouraging companions (2:1-3); 2) critical spies (2:4-5); 3) affirming, empowering motivators (2:6-10);  
Characteristics of Affirming, Empowering Motivators

1. They recognize what God is doing and where God is working (v. 8).

2. They extend trust (v. 7).  The opposite is suspicion, distrust, control techniques.

3. They affirm and empower (v. 9).

4. They establish a partnership (v. 9).  When these 5 shook hands and agreed, the enemy was thwarted.

5. They establish guidelines that focus without restricting (v. 10).  Remember the poor.   

2:15-17 justified by faith.  Justification:  at the moment of salvation, God declares the sinner righteous from then on.  Instead of striving to be justified before God, I am now surrendering to live consistent with my justified position in Christ.  
2:20 crucified.  Grk. sustauros (perfect passive indicative verb, a past completed action with present and future finished results):  to impale.  “I die to live, and live to die.  The more I live, the more I die, and the more I die, the more I live.”  I am in a state of crucifixion.  Many of our efforts in Christian living are attempts to improve self which implies there is some power in my flesh to improve.  The only solution is death.
"Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ. My ego is no longer central. It is no longer important that I appear righteous before you or have your good opinion, and I am no longer driven to impress God. Christ lives in me. The life you see me living is not 'mine,' but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I am not going to go back on that."  Gal. 2:20 (TMNT)  “Man’s way is to try to suppress sin by seeking to overcome it; God’s way is to remove the sinner.” (Watchman Nee, p. 91).  
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· A right relationship with God is available by believing . . . not by achieving.

· I realize the sin nature cannot be controlled, reformed, or improved by the most noble efforts of human will power.  

· I accept as fact that because I am in Christ, I am crucified with Him on the cross and risen with Him in newness of life.
3:1 bewitched.  The spell of the evil eye.

3:1 portrayed.  Grk. prographe, to publicly display.

3:3 are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?  God's gift of justification (Grk. dikaio) means that at the moment of salvation, God declares the sinner righteous from then on.  I went to a book store, and asked for the “Self Improvement Section.”  There were 85 shelves 4 feet long filled with “self-improvement” books. . . . 340 ft. long.  Wow, this ought to usher in a utopia.   The major problem with self-improvement books is the first word:  self.  We assume “self” can reform “self.”
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1.   Achieving






1.   Believing

2.   Human effort





2.   Human surrender

3.   Self-improvement





3.   Exchanged life

4.   100% perfection required



4.   Perfected in Christ

5.   Under a curse & condemnation


5.   Curse taken by Christ 

6.   Striving to be good enough



6.   Declared justified

7.   Frustration & fear





7.   Joy & peace

3:28 Created Equality:  Paul does not say “man” and “woman,” but “male” (arsen) and “female” (thelus) which is the same terminology used in the Grk. version:  "So God created human beings in his image. In the image of God he created them. He created them male and female." Gen. 1:27 (NCV).  “Man and woman are basically different, far more so than they believe. . . . I will go so far as to say that never can a man completely understand a woman, nor a woman a man.”  Paul Tournier, To Understand Each Other (Atlanta:  John Knox, 1967), p. 38.

Premise #1:  Women and men are different.

Premise #2:  Women and men need each other.

Premise #3:  Women and men have functional strengths which allow for specialization, but do not prohibit effective functioning in other areas.  

Functional Diversity:  “The fact that the apostle uses the specific language of “male” and “female” in Galatians 3:28 rather than “man” and “woman” also points to the equality of all people as human persons and not to an equality that negates all orders between human beings in their societal relationships.  When discussing the functional order between man and woman or husband and wife, the apostles always use the Greek terms aner (translated “man” or “husband” depending on the context) and gune (“woman” or “wife”) (cf. 1 Cor. 11:3ff; 1 Tim. 2:11-15; Eph. 5:22, 25, 28; Col. 3:18-19; Titus 2:5; 1 Pet. 3:1-7).  These same words are used for “man” and “woman” in the Greek translation of the creation account of Genesis 2, . . . “ (Robert Saucy, Judith K. Tenelshof, Women and Men in Ministry, p. 145-146).

Husband



Wife
Spiritual






         Spiritual

Mental






         Mental

Physical






         Physical

1. Project centered

  
1. People centered

2. Emphasis on facts
  

2. Emphasis on feelings

3. Communicate in concepts

3. Communicate in specifics 

4. Focused on information


4. Focused on intimacy

5. Seek respect



5. Seek rapport

3:24 The expression "put in charge" translates the Greek paidagogos (from which pedagogue is derived).  It refers to the personal slave-attendant who accompanied a freeborn boy wherever he went and exercised a certain amount of discipline over him.  His function was more like that of a baby-sitter than a teacher.  (The Greek term is translated "guardians" in 1 Co 4:15.)  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1909.
4:1-3



Roman Liberalia Ceremony

Age


14

17



     Childhood



   Adulthood






   Liberalia 




   Ceremony for a son or daughter
1What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. Gal. 4:1-3 (NIV).

Christian Liberalia

Age


14

17



       Bondage



           Set Free





   Liberalia in Christ 




  
Sons and daughters of God
4:3 basic principles (Grk. stoicheion):  a row of things, ABC's, fundamental elements.
4:4  God sent his Son.  “It all happened in a moment, a most remarkable moment, a moment like no other. For through that segment of time a spectacular thing occurred. God became a man. While the creatures of earth walked unaware, Divinity arrived. Heaven opened herself and placed her most precious one in a human womb.

The omnipotent, in one instant, made himself breakable. He who had been spirit became pierceable. He who was larger than the universe became an embryo. And he who sustains the world with a word chose to be depen​dent upon the nourishment of a young girl.

God as a fetus. Holiness sleeping in a womb. The creator of life being created.  God was given eyebrows, elbows, two kidneys, and a spleen. He stretched against the walls and floated in the amniotic fluids of his mother.  
God had come near.”  Max Lucado, God Came Near (p. 25-26).  
4:6 "Abba is the Aramaic word for "father," transliterated into Greek and thence into English.  The corresponding Hebrew word is Ab.  Abba is found three times in the New Testament (see also Mk. 14:36; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6). . . . Jewish children used the term Abba to show both intimacy with and respect toward their fathers.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1909.  "In Islam, there are 99 names for God, but none for God as Father."  
4:21-31
	Religion
Rules, Rituals, Legalism
	Relationship
Faith, Forgiveness, Freedom

	1. Hagar
	1. Sarah

	2. Represents the Old Covenant given at Mt. Sinai (the law)
	2. Represents the New Covenant given at Mt. Calvary (new life in Christ).

	3. Ishmael, born naturally.
	3. Isaac, born supernaturally.

	4. Man's attempt to please God by the flesh.
	4. God's work within man by faith.

	5. Friction, frustration, and futility.
	5. Shouts of joy and laughter.

	6. Spiritual slavery.
	6. Spiritual freedom.


5:1 set us free.  “Liberty is freedom from slavery or bondage.  It is initially freedom from sin’s power and guilt.  Freedom from God’s wrath.  Freedom from satanic and demonic authority.  And equally important, it is freedom from shame that could easily bind me as well as freedom from the tyranny of others’ opinions, obligations, and expectations.” (Swindoll, Grace Awakening, p. 79).  “We have certain things we do each day and certain things that we don't do. Our idea of living effectively is to follow rigidly a routine of do's and don'ts. We have the idea that if we are successful in observing all of our do's and abstaining from all of the don'ts, we are successfully living the Christian life. . . . Isn't this really the same philosophy that the Pharisees were following? They had reduced their religious experience to a little system of external do's and don'ts that they rigidly tried to follow.  They would go to the synagogue at certain times, they would abstain from some kinds of meats, they would wash their hands a certain way, they would abstain from some people, and their idea was to become ever more proficient at their little routine of do's and don'ts.  Now, the only difference between the Pharisees and many Christians today is that our do's and don'ts are different. The same basic philosophy is there. . . . If there is anything that the Bible is against, it's legalism. Read the Epistle to the Galatians.”  Curtis C. Mitchell, Let’s Live, p. 18-19.  S. Lewis Johnson from Dallas Theological Seminary  said, “One of the most serious problems facing the orthodox Christian church today is the problem of legalism. One of the most serious problems facing the church in Paul's day was the problem of legalism. In every day it is the same. Legalism wrenches the joy of the Lord from the Christian believer, and with the joy of the Lord goes his power for vital worship and vibrant service. Nothing is left but cramped, somber, dull, and listless profession. The truth is betrayed, and the glorious name of the Lord becomes a synonym for a gloomy killjoy. The Christian under law is a miserable parody of the real thing.”  “In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all things charity [love].”

5:15 biting and devouring each other.  Christian cannibalism.
5:19 witchcraft.  Magic in the Greco-Roman World.  Galatians 5  Various types of magical practice flourished in the Greco-Roman world.  Spells, charms, amulets, potions and even voodoo-type dolls were used to procure the favor of supernatural powers.  The borders of magic were fluid; some "magical potions" may have been legitimate attempts at pharmacology, while certain "magical spells" had a strong component of prayer and worship.  Nonetheless, the idea of magic as manipulating supernatural beings for one's personal benefit still accurately represents this un​derground spirituality.  Various substances—anything from bits of the hair of a desired lover to baboon dung or drowned field mice—were employed in spells.  These substances, combined with the "right" ritual practices and the proper magic words, supposedly guaranteed the compli​ance of the deity who was to accomplish the task.  The words might be nonsense syllables or secret names of the gods.  It was not unusual for such spells to end with a command such as "Quick! Quick! Do it! Do it!"  While practitioners commonly called upon evil spirits of the underworld to do their bidding, any divinity was likely to be invoked frequently in the magical papyri, generally under the name "lao," a possible pronunciation of the name Yahweh by first-century Christians.  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1911.
5:19-21:  Fruit of the Flesh

Sexual Sins
1. Sexual Immorality (porneia):  This is a "porno-promiscuous lifestyle" of sexual behavior outside of marriage, a sort of all-inclusive garbage can of sexual perversion.  The Greek word porneia is the root of the word "pornography."  

2. Sexual Impurity (akatharsia):  The unhealthy and destructive result of sexual lust.  This word is the negative form and opposite of the English word "catharsis" (an emotionally or physically healing experience).  The word is used of an "unclean wound" with an infection that emits a puss.

3. Sexual Perversion (aselgeia):  The word means to become "twisted, distorted."  This is the growing, uncontrollable appetite from the porno-promiscuous lifestyle.  When this point is reached, all restraint is cast aside.

Enticing Sins
4. Idolatry (idololatreia):  Image worship.  Allowing anything--material possessions, work, relationships, leisure, entertainment--to replace God as the ultimate love of our life.

5. Sorcery (pharmakeia):  The use of drugs, spells, witchcraft, and the occult.  The Greek word pharmakeia is the root for the English word "pharmacy."  Aristotle, Polybius and the LXX use the word "witchcraft" since witches used drugs; a "mixer of drugs" was a magician.

Relational Sins
6. Hatred (ecthra):  Hostile animosity--smoldering, unresolved enmity and resentment.
7. Strife (eris):  Originally used as "rivalry for prizes" in a good sense, but became "discord, making trouble, quarreling, variance."  The root issue is the prideful need to get the upper hand in any issue.

8. Jealousy (zelos):  From zeo to "heat or boil."  Originally meant to aspire or emulate in a good sense, to be zealous, but it came to mean a wrong desire to have what belongs to someone else.   
9. Outbursts of Anger (thumos):  Flashes of hot temper which damage relationships and personal health.

10. Self-Centered Ambition (eritheiai):  "Constant effort to get the best for yourself" (NLT).  The root of the word means "to spin well" or "to spin life around self."  The word was used of a politician who wanted the office for personal gain.
11. Divisiveness (dichostasia):  The word means to "divide" and "to stand apart." This is dissension and conflict which creates division.  
12. Factions (hairesis):  Divisiveness fermenting into a full-blown faction.  "Feeling that everyone else is wrong except those in your own little group" (NLT).  The word "heresy" comes from this Greek word hairesis.  
13. Resentful Envy (phthonos):  An embittered mind resenting that someone has or achieves something.  William Barclay says, "It does not so much want the thing for itself; it merely wants to take them from the other person."  The Stoics described this as, "Grief at someone's good," and Euripides says this is "the greatest of all the diseases among men."  Resentful envy is like mental cancer.
Substance Abuse Sins
14. Drunkenness (methai):  To "become intoxicated" or "to come under the control of" a substance.  The English words "methane," "methanol," and "ether" come from this Greek word methai.   
15. Wild Parties (komos):  To "carouse" as in "letting loose" or "to lose control."  A "komos" was a band of friends who were devotees of Bacchus, the god of wine, i.e. "drinking buddies."

5:22-23:  Fruit of the Spirit

Inner Life Qualities

1. Love (agape):  The highest form of love which comes only from God:  "Love comes from God . . . God is love." 1 Jhn. 4:7 (NIV)  Agape love highly values, prizes, esteems, cherishes, and willingly sacrifices in seeking the highest good for another.  Love is actively pursuing the well-being of another person.

2. Joy (chara):  Delight and happiness independent of external circumstances.  The Greek word chara is the root of the word grace (charis) and gift (charismata).  God's grace, forgiveness, and indwelling presence are the source of genuine joy.  Joy is an expression of our gratitude to God for His goodness.
3. Peace (eirene):  An inner tranquility of heart that comes from the moment-by-moment surrender to God and a confidence that our times are in the hands of God.
Relational Qualities

4. Kindness (chrestotes):  Gentle concern for others; i.e., sweetness, mellowness.  The word chrestotes was very close to the word christos, meaning Christ and christianos meaning "a little Christ or a Christian."  Christ's yoke is described as chestos meaning "easy, kind, not irritating or chafing."
5. Goodness (agathosune):  Integrity in a person who is "good, pleasant, agreeable, joyful, & happy." (Thayer's Greek Definitions).

6. Gentleness (prautes):  A humility of spirit and mind that is not pushy with an opinion or decision; easy to work with, considerate, and courteous.  Before a watching world, the Christian is to witness to others with gentleness (1 Pt. 3:15-16; Titus 3:1).  
Endurance Qualities

7. Patience (makrothumia):  Trusting God to do His work in His time--waiting with a smile.  
8. Faithfulness (pistis):  Faithfulness is rooted in a settled conviction and solid certainty of the character of God.  The root of the word "faithfulness" comes from peitho meaning "to be persuaded, firmly convinced."   The result is dependability, steadiness, and reliability despite adverse circumstances and disappointments.

9. Self-Control (egkrateia):  This is God-control producing self-control.  The root of the word is kratos meaning power or strength supplied by the Holy Spirit to master or endure despite human weakness, exhaustion, or disappointment.
5:24-25 crucified.  Grk. stauros (1st Aorist, active, indicative):  to impale, active belief and action.  “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.  Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit's leading in every part of our lives.”  NLT







6:2, 5 carry each other’s burdens (v. 2) . . . each one should carry his own load (v. 5).  Carry (Grk. bastazo) “to take up with the hands” is used in vs. 2 and 5.  A burden (Grk. baros, v. 2) is a load or weight that is too much to bear while a load (Grk. phortion, a load, v. 5) is personal responsibility.

Difficulty Saying “No”

· Often assumes responsibility for others

· Needs to be needed, but often feels guilty and/or controlled by others

· Resists allowing others to care for them

· Backpack of responsibility is bulging 

· Codependent

Difficulty Hearing “No”

· Wants others to take their responsibility

· Skilled at making others feel guilty for not assuming their responsibility

· Focused primarily on their needs

· Backpack of responsibility fits in a fanny pack

· Dependent

6:3 Unhealthy vs. healthy pride.
6:7 Do not be fooled: You cannot cheat God. People harvest only what they plant. 

If you plant . . . 


you will reap . . . 

cotton





cotton


wheat





wheat

corn





corn (not jelly beans)
kindness





kindness

joy






joy

criticism





criticism

caring notes




caring notes

hatred





hatred

friendliness




friendliness

impure thoughts



lust

God’s Word




changed lives

bitterness




bitterness

love






love

material possessions


material blessings

dollar bills




dollar bills

6:18 opportunity.  Grk. kairos “time” from the myth of the Grk. god kairos, fast footed runner with long hair . . . grasp him while you can.”  See Eph. 5:16.
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35 AD





67-68 AD





47 AD





32 AD





Arabia & Damascus





1st, 2nd, 3rd Missionary Journeys





Syria & Cilicia





Age 


65 (?)





Age 


30 (?)





Age 


45 (?)





Age 


33 (?)





Paul


converted


to Christ.





46 AD (?):  14 yrs. after conversion, he travels to Jerusalem. (Gal. 2:1)





67-68 AD:


Paul martyred


in Rome.





Better than the Frustrated Life . . .





The Exchanged Life





“I was put to death on the cross with Christ, and I do not live anymore—it is Christ who lives in me. . . ." Gal. 2:20 (NCV). 








How to be Acceptable to God?





�





�


The Law, 


Self-Improvement & Human Effort





Christ’s Death on the Cross 





How good is good enough?





O


N


E


N


E


S


s





Two Covenants


An Allegory from Abraham’s Tent (Gal. 4:21-31)





God’s Way


 “Put no confidence in the flesh.”


Phil. 3:3





“When I am weak then I’m strong.” 


2 Cor. 12:9








 “Speak the truth in love.”  Eph. 4:15





 “Your ways are not my ways.”  Is. 55:8





Result & Reaction


“I failed again.  Maybe I didn’t try hard enough.”





 “How disappointing that I failed.  I thought I was so much stronger.”  





 “Peace of mind now missing.”





 “What a mess.”	





Human Resolve


 “I am capable of doing this.  I just need to try harder.”	





“I am getting stronger.”











 “I will give them a piece of my mind.”





 “I did it my way.”		





Legalistic Living


Gal. 5:2-12





Yoke of Rigidity





Fall from


Grace 


(Gal. 5:4)





Controlling Others











Problem in 


the Galatian


Church





Freedom in Christ 


Gal. 5:1





Yoke of Christ





Jesus . . . full of grace & truth (John 1:14)





Controlled by the Holy Spirit








Goal of 


Every 


Christian





Irresponsible Living


Gal. 5:13-15





Yoke of Sin





Fall from 


Truth (James 5:19)








Controlled by Sin








Problem in 


the Corinth


 Church
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