1 Thessalonians Bible Notes
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Thessalonica, situated about 100 miles from Philippi, was one of the great cities and seaports of the Roman Empire with an estimated population of about a quarter million people, a good sized city in the first century.  Thessalonica was the capital of the province of Macedonia.  The original name is thought to be Thermai which refers to the hot springs nearby.  Thessalonica was the largest city in the region of Macedonia (upper Greece), and as is often the case in seaports, the city was characterized by tough-minded, rugged seaman, merchants, and tradesmen adept at haggling the price of something.  The native Greek population, Romans, and a large enough population of dispersed Jews to have a synagogue combined to make this a colorful and volatile city.  The city was strategic for two major reasons:  1) it was a major seaport; and 2) the great Roman highway, the Egnatian Way, went through the city.  Both of these contributed to the spread of the gospel. 
Acts 17:1-10 Planting the church in Thessalonica.  It was during the planting of the church in Thessalonica that we find the first record of the disguised compliment that the Christians were "turning the world upside down."  Correction:  they were "turning the world right side up."  In the planting of this church, we return to the scene of "first love" Christianity.  Many received the message and responded to Christ as the Messiah and Savior.   A few Jews were converted and a large number of Greeks (perhaps as many as 50 to 100 or more) plus a number of the leading women.  Apparently, these were the wives of some of the city officials.
The city quickly turned violent.  To get things stirred up, they contacted the local rent-a-riot service, guys hanging around looking for a fight.  A. T. Robertson called them "market-loungers or wharf rats."
  

It appears from the text that the missionaries were there for no more than three weeks (though it is possible they were there longer), and they were forced from the city to spare their lives from the mob violence.  You can remove the missionaries, but you can't remove the Christ in the hearts of the people.  In the early 1950's, there were approximately 750,000 believers in China when the missionaries were forced out.  Today, a Chinese government official estimated China’s Christians at 120 million.  “Paul Hattaway, founder and director of Asia Harvest, recently compiled a county-by-county report of the number of Christian in China from 2,000 published sources, and arrived at a total of more than 102 million.”
   
1:1  church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  The earthly address is clear, the church at Thessalonica, but, more importantly, the heavenly address is included:  "in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."  Most churches have an address with a street number, zip code, phone number, and web site, but not all churches have a heavenly address.  A real church, a healthy church is "in God" and consists of born-again believers--not "look-a-likes."  
1:3  your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope.  When God measures a church He uses the criteria of faith, hope, and love:  "I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first."  Rev. 2:19 (NIV)  When God checks the health of the local church, He uses a spiritual thermometer that gives a reading of the internal temperature of the church.  The internal health of the church is directly related to its external effectiveness.  The internal health check-up for the Thessalonica church came out healthy.  

To discover the doctrine of the church, go to the book of Ephesians; to explore the history of the early church, study Acts; to analyze the potential problems in a church, check out 1 Corinthians; to see the pattern for an effective church, the Thessalonica church is a model of health and vitality.  It is possible that the Thessalonica church was established in as little as three weeks.  When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, he was in Corinth where he spent eighteen months, wrote lengthy letters, shed lots of tears, and still found the Corinthian church an enigma.  The Thessalonica church was a refreshing exception.  Paul must have wondered:  What do the Thessalonians know about running a church?  How many seminars have they attended on how to plan a worship service or share their faith?  What do they know about getting organized?  

Often the non-essentials replace the essentials while the essentials drift into non-existence in church life.  The church at Thessalonica, though founded in only a few weeks, exemplified a surprising health and vitality.  This was a "Healthy Church . . . from the Inside Out."

Work produced by faith . . . a quiet confidence to continue no matter what, refusing pessimism and defeatism, constant awareness that faith without works is dead

Labor prompted by love . . . extravagantly caring for others,  going the extra mile to care

Endurance inspired by hope . . . unmovable perseverance, unswerving anticipation of eternal glory and reward
Many are worried about "burn out" which can be a serious issue, but there is an opposite problem "bummin' out."  A church filled with faith, hope, and love will be passionately pursuing the work of God.  

1:6 welcomed the message.  Is this contradicted in Acts 17:11?  "Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. Acts 17:11 (NIV)  "Noble character" is the Greek word eugenesteroi meaning “open-minded”--“noble” or “generous—free from prejudice.” This is not referring to the believers--instead, the unbelieving mob who ran the missionaries out of town. 

1:7 model (Grk. tupos):  example, type.  Eph. 4:4-6 gives the essentials for oneness:

Oneness in God



Oneness as Believers


1.  One God and Father


4.  One faith  


2.  One Lord





5.  One baptism


3.  One Spirit




6.  One body










7.  One hope

There is a danger of adding or subtracting from the seven essentials for oneness.  What things are added to the seven ones?
Adding Conditions for Oneness

· One style of preaching or teaching

· One way of receiving communion

· One form of church government

· One hymnal

· One Bible translation

· One human leader

· One style of music

· One color of carpet

· One style of dress

· One set of rules for spirituality

Subtracting Conditions for Oneness

· Jesus was a good teacher but not God

· There are many ways to God

· The Bible “contains the Word of God” (meaning some of the Bible isn’t the Word of God)

· Compromise on clear teaching in God's Word

· Salvation is by work

1:8 rang out (Grk. echatai):  to echo out.  The Lord's message "rang out" from this church.  The phrase "rang out" is the Greek word echatai meaning to "echo out."  Thessalonica was a city shaped like an amphitheater and the message echoed from that city, communicated on the ships leaving harbor and the travelers on the famous Ignatian Way which connected the vast Roman Empire.
Three Priorities to 

Ignite Your Spiritual Passion

Priority 3:  Loving the Lost

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you . . . in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, no need to say anything.  1 Thess. 1:8 (NASB)  

Have I not wept for the one whose life is hard?  Was not my soul grieved for the needy?  Job 30:25 (NASB)  

Priority 2:  Loving Believers

You became an example to all the believers.  1 Thess. 1:7 (NASB)

Ass to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, . . . you do practice it . . . excel still more.  1 Thess. 4:9-10 (NASB) 

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, . . . John 13:34-35 (NIV)  

Priority 1:  Loving Jesus

You welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.  1 Thess. 1:6 (NIV)  When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13 (NIV)  

If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;” John 8:31 (NASB).

2:7 nursing mother (Grk. trophe):  "to nurse or feed" and "to hold in one's arms as a mother breast feeding."  

2:7 tenderly cares (Grk. thalro):  to thaw, keep warm, cherish, comfort.  

2:7 gentle (Grk. apios):  tender, kind.

2:8 fond affection (Grk. omeiromai):  a team of endearment from the nursery.
2:19-20 you are our glory and joy.  What Matters Most?

Relative Values in Light of Eternity

Using a scale of 1 to 100, rank these life situations in terms of eternal value.

____  A dent in my car

____  Time alone to know the eternal God

____  Lost cell phone

____  Burnt pot roast

____  Reading the Word of God

____  Praying for the salvation of a family member

____  Ink pen leak that ruins your favorite shirt or dress

____  Cheated out of $1000

____  Sharing Christ with a co-worker

____  Computer hard drive crash

____  Gaining 10 pounds

____  Missions trip to share the gospel

____  Golf score of 119

____  Time spent with your spouse or children

____  Traffic ticket

____  Loss of boyfriend/girlfriend

____  Writing a letter to help a hurting person

____  An "F" on a test

____  Forgiving someone who wronged you

____  Reading the Word of God

____  A Laker loss to the Celtics

____  Encouraging a discouraged believer

____  A night partying

____  Auto accident and total loss of car

____  Repenting of sin

____  Teaching a Bible study or Sunday School class

____  Dead car battery

____  Apologizing for hurting another person

____  House burns--loss of all possession

3:1-2 It was 250 to 300 miles from Corinth to Thessalonica.  Walking 20 miles a day, it would take Timothy about 30 days to walk there and back.

3:2 Three times the word "lean on" or "strengthen" appears:  strengthen (v. 2, Grk. starichai); stand firm (v. 8, Grk. stakete); establish (v. 13, Grk. starichai).  It means literally to support a vine with a stick.  The secular song echoes this truth:  "So just call on me brother, When you need a hand, We all need somebody to lean on . . ."


4:3 It is God’s will.  God's will and 1) your body (1 Thess. 4:3-8); 2) your mind (Rom. 12:1-2); 3) your attitude (1 Thess. 5:16-18); and 4) your entire being (Eph. 5:17-18).
4:1, 10 excel still more (Grk. root word perissuo):  abundant life, to overflow.   See John 10:10, Eph. 3:20; 1Thess. 5:12-13; Lk. 12:15.
What a New World to Look Forward To!
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   Church


    Tribulation

    Millennium


2000+ Years

      
         7 Years


       1000 Years


   Rev. 2 & 3

                Rev. 4-19

    
          Rev. 20

  
Present World
  
Day of the Lord

    New World
4:17 will be caught up (Grk. harpazo, in Latin Vulgate rapio from which we get the English word rapture, to be snatched away with great ecstasy).  
5:1 about times and dates.  Time (Grk. chronos):  a long period of time.

Dates (Grk. kairos):  the right time or opportunity.
5:3 destruction will come on them suddenly.  Does the Bible Mention Thermonuclear Warfare?  " . . . a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 8The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; . . ."   Rev. 8:7-8 (NASB); “the heavens will pass away with a roar (Grk. rhoizedon “a whiring, violent rushing and a great crash) and the elements (Grk. stoicheion, the 4 basic elements of the planet, earth, water, air, fire) will be destroyed (Grk. “luo” to loosen or let loose the basic structure of the elements, the atoms) with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  2 Peter 3:10;  "This is the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths."  Zech. 14:12 (NIV)

	The
	The Second

	Rapture
	Coming

	1 Cor. 15:50-55
	Rev. 19:11-16

	1 Thess. 4:13-18
	Matt. 24:15-31

	John 14:1-3
	Zech. 14:1-8

	1. Sudden exit of all believers
	1. Return of believers with

	    from the earth
	    Christ in victory

	2. Believers meet Christ in
	2. Believers return with Christ

	    the air
	    to the earth

	3. Christ comes for His bride,
	3. Christ returns to earth with

	    all believers
	    His bride

	4. No "signs" required before
	4. Numerous "signs" precede

	    the rapture
	    the second coming

	5. Great joy for believers
	5. Mourning for the world

	6. Only believers see Him in the rapture
	6. Whole world sees His return

	7. Tribulation begins, sin is
	7. Tribulation ends with the

	    rampant & Satan holds 
	    Battle of Armageddon, 

	    full sway
	    & Satan is bound

	Other verses: Lk. 17:34-35; 1 Cor.
	Other verses:  Dan. 2:44; 7:9-14;

	1:7-8; Phil. 3:20-21; 4:5; Col. 3:4; 
	Zech. 12:10; Mt. 13:41; 26:64;

	1 Thess. 1:10; 2:19; 5:9, 23; 2 Thess.
	Mk. 13:14-27; 14:62; Lk. 21:25-28;

	2:1; 1 Tim. 6:14; 2 Tim. 4:1; James
	Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thess. 3:13; 2 Thess.

	5:7-9; 1 Pt. 1:7, 13; 4:13; 5:4; 1 Jhn.
	1:6-10; 2:8; Jude 14-15; Rev. 1:7;

	2:28-3:3; Jude 21; Rev. 2:25; 3:10-11
	22:7, 12, 20


5:3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  The words "we" and "you" referring to believers appear frequently in 4:13-18.  In 5:3, it changes to "they" and "them" implying believers are not present having been taken away in the rapture. 
5:13 Esteem (Grk. hegeomai, to regard, consider) them very highly (Grk. huperekperissos, from huper, over and above, ex meaning out of, and perissos, to abundantly overflow beyond measure, exceedingly).
5:14-15

      Need/Behavior of the Person



Needed Action

Unruly (Grk. ataktos, out of order, out of

Admonish them
place):  forcefully pursuing their own way, 

(Grk. noutheteō): 
perhaps arrogant and insensitive to others

to exhort one-on-one

Fainthearted (Grk. oligopsuchos, oligos meaning
Encourage them

little or few and psuche, the soul):  those who
(Grk. paramutheomai):

struggle with emotional hurts and pain

come alongside to 





comfort and lift up

Weak (Grk. asthenes):  sickness, ailments,

Help them (Grk.


diseases




antecho):  to hold







firmly to

Offensive and Irritating 


Be Patient with 





them (Grk.








makrothumeo)

Hurtful and Wounding 


Forgive them 






rather than 






retaliating

"Seek after that which is good for one another and for all people."
5:19 There are 4 direct commands regarding the Holy Spirit:  

1.  Quench not the Spirit - 1 Thess. 5:19

2.  Grieve not the Spirit - Eph. 4:30

3.  Be filled with the Spirit - Eph. 5:18

4.  Walk by the Spirit - Gal. 5:16

2 Thessalonians Bible Notes
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Encouragement Correction
"Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ . .." (2:1)
2 Thessalonians
Date of Writing: 51-52 A.D. Writer: Paul
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1:7 in blazing fire with his powerful angels.  Heb. 12:22 speaks of myriads of angels; Rev. 5:11 says, "I heard the singing of millions of angels . . ." (myriads of myriads or 10,000 X 10,000 = 100 million).

2:11 powerful delusion (Grk. planes energa) means "an energy that causes one to wander."  Deut. 13:1-5; Mt. 24:4, 5, 11, 24.  It is used frequently of religious emotions overpowering reason; mind-confusing madness, frenzy.  The word is found throughout ancient writings--often by religious sense and associated with sign (semeion) gifts.  The Greek mystery religions used it for entanglement or vacillation.  Mandaean text speaks of seduction by miracles, charming appearance and magic, to lead children of men into dreams and illusions of seducers.  Josephus:  pseudo prophets practice miracles which are seducing miracles.  How does this happen?  "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths."  2 Tim. 4:3-4.  
3:10 If a man will not work, he shall not eat.  "Dropouts are becoming a problem for society.  Society can only stand so many.  If society number 1,000, it can bear 5 dropouts, or 10, or 20, or maybe even 100.  But when the number approaches, say, 400 or 500, society . . . will not stand too many because it cannot carry them."  Frances Schaeffer, The Church at the End of the 20th Century, p. 31.  
LITTLE RED HEN

Once upon a time there was a grains of wheat. She called her barnyard neighbors and said, "If Little Red Hen who scratched about and uncovered some we work together and plant this wheat we will have some fine bread to eat. Who will help me plant the wheat?"

"Not I," said the Cow. "Not I" said the Duck. "Not I," said the Goose. "Then I will," said the Little Red Hen—and she did.

After the wheat started growing the ground turned dry and there was no rain in sight. "who will help me water the wheat?" said the Little Red Hen.

"Not I,'? said the Cow. "Not I," said the Duck. "Not I," said the Pig. "Equal rights," said the Goose. "Then I will," said the Little Red Hen—and she did.

The wheat grew tall and ripened into golden grain. "Who will help me reap the wheat?" asked the Little Red Hen.

"Not I," said the Cow. "Not I," said the Duck. "Out of may classification," said the Pig. "I'd lose my A.D.C.," said the Goose.

"Then I will," said the Little Red Hen—and she did.

When it came time to grind the flour, "Not I" said the Cow. "I'd lose my unemployment compensation," said the Duck.

When it came time to bake the bread, "That's overtime for me," said the Cow. "I'm a dropout and never learned. how," said the Duck. "I'd lose my welfare benefits," said the Pig. "lf I'm the only one helping, that's discrimination," said the Goose.

"Then I will," said the Little Red Hen—and she did.

She baked five loaves of fine bread and held them up for her neighbors to see.

"I want some," said the Cow. "I want some," said the Duck. "I want some," said the Pig. "I demand my share," said the Goose.

"No," said the Little Red Hen. "I can rest for a while and eat the five loaves myself."

"Excess profits," cried the Cow. "Capitalistic leech!" screamed the Duck. "Company fink," grunted the Pig. "Equal rights," screamed the Goose.

They hurriedly painted picket signs and marched around the Little Red Hen singing, "We shall overcome." And they did.

For when the farmer came to investigate the commotion he said, "You must not be greedy, Little Red Hen.  Look at the oppressed Cow.  Look at the disadvantaged Duck.  Look at the underprivileged Pig.  Look at the less fortunate Goose. You are guilty of making second‑class citizens of them!"

"But—but—but—I earned the bread," said the Little Red Hen.

"Exactly," the wise farmer said. "That is the wonderful free enterprise system; anvbody in the barnyard can earn as much as he wants. You should be happy to have this freedom. In other barnyards, you would have to give all five loaves to the Farmer. Here you give four loaves to your suffering neighbor."

And they all lived happily ever after. Including the Little Red Hen who smiled and smiled and clucked, "I am grateful. I am grateful."

But her neighbors wondered why she never baked bread any more.
Paul Harvey, You Said It, Paul Harvey (Paulynne, Inc. ), p. 136-137.    

· 2010, Dave Beckwith
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	� A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, p. 270.


� Gary Russell, “The More, The Better,” Christianity Today, August 2010, p. 47.
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