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"Fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience.” 1:18-19

Date of Writing: 61-65 A.D.

| Timothy

Writer: Paul
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Background of 1 and 2 Timothy.  

1.  First Roman Imprisonment (59-61 AD).  Acts 28:30-31 refers to rented quarters that Paul was in for 2 years.  Paul thought he may face death (Phil. 1:20-21).  He was released.

2.  Travels (61-65 AD).  Ephesus (1 Tim. 1:3), Crete (Titus 1:5), Nicopolis (Titus 3:12), Corinth (2 Tim. 4:20), Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20), Troas (2 Tim. 4:13), and now in Rome (2 Tim. 1:17).  Did Paul travel to Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28)?  Clement of Rome writing in 90 AD said Paul "preached the gospel in the East and in the West; that he instructed the whole world (that is, the Roman Empire) in righteousness; and that he went to the extremity (terma, the terminus) of the West, before his martyrdom. . . . In the fifth century two of the great Christian fathers are definite about Paul's journey to Spain.  Chrysostom in his sermon on 2 Timothy 4:20 says:  'Saint Paul after his residence in Rome departed to Spain.'  Jerome in his Catalogue of Writers says that Paul 'was dismissed by Nero that he might preach Christ's gospel in the West.'" (Barclay).
3.  Second Roman Imprisonment (65-68 AD).  "The Mamertine Prison is located at the west end of the Forum.  This is the oldest jail known to man today and dates back, at least, 2500 years.  This is probably the place where Paul was in prison for a part of his two years in Rome, and possible it was here that he wrote 2 Timothy.  It had an upper and lower level and the only way to get in was a hole in the center--no light, air, food or sanitation.  An iron door at the East side of the lower level opened to a passage way which led to the Tiber River.  The bodies were taken down this passage way and dumped in the river.  Probably most of the people died from filth and disease rather than by the guards.  The lower section is solid granite, round and approximately 13 feet in diameter and 6.5 feet high.  Paul was probably taken from this prison and beheaded not far from here" (John Parker).
1:10 homosexuals (Grk. arsenokoites from arsen, men and koite, bed).

1:18 fight the good fight (repeated in 6:12).  Two essentials in the fight:  faith and a good conscience.  

2:11 quietness (Grk. hesuchia, v. 2, 11, 12):  appropriate order, peaceful, tranquil, without disruption.  "We shared a quiet evening together" does not mean an evening without talking.  
1 Cor. 11:4-5 give us a glimpse of the church gathered for teaching and worship.  They were meeting in the home right next to the Jewish Synagogue.  They were no separate meeting areas for bible classes and worship.  These would have been one setting.  Were men and women on opposite sides?  There is conflicting evidence on this question.  Rabbi Charles Tannebaum says the synagogue was always divided between men and women since it was modeled after the temple.  Zondervan Bible Encyclopedia shares the same perspective.  

Men and women shared publicly in the service leading in prayer and sharing in prophecy.  Prophecy:  public speaking from a word “pro” to stand before and “photero” to cause to shine.  “I want you to note that is says ‘every woman that prayeth or prophesieth,’ which means that a woman can pray in public, and it means she can speak in public.  Folk who maintain that the Bible says a woman cannot do these things are entirely wrong.  The woman has the right to do these things if God has given her that gift.  Some women have the gift.

I know several women today who are outstanding Bible teachers.  They can out-teach any man.  One preacher told me this very candidly, “My wife is a much better Bible teacher than I am.”  An officer of the church said they would much rather hear her speak than hear him speak.  She had the gift of teaching.”  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible, Vol. V, p. 50.

2:12 teach or to have authority over a man.  Implied is authority in teaching and teaching with authority (Robert Saucy).  See 1 Tim. 5:17.  "Paul was no sexist but rather a champion of the equality of men and women before God (Gl 3:28)—a sharp contrast to the chauvinistic teaching of many of his contemporaries.  Paul recognized that male-female equality did not require abolishing all role distinctions, which were defined by God in creation.  The woman was created to a helper for the man (Gn 2:18-25).  Eve’s exercise of authority over Adam brought disaster, illustrating the dangers of upsetting the family’s divinely ordained leadership structure."  Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1801.  "Does the Bible Demean Women?  We are conditioned by modern presuppositions about equality to react against any role distinctions for men and women.  

Presupposition 1:  Equality means sameness.  Talk of different roles is discriminatory.  Response:  Equality does not mean sameness.  The three persons of the Trinity are equal in deity but different in role.

Presupposition 2:  Difference in role relates directly to personal worth.  Submission equals relegation.  Response:  Submission does not mean being of lesser worth.  The Son submits to the Father, while being equal in deity, and His submission is His glory.

Presupposition 3:  Women will be empowered only when they have become the same as men (filling the same jobs and reaching the same status).  Response:  Women do not have to fill the same jobs as men in order to be empowered.  This idea insults the large number of women who regard relational success as of greater importance than career success.  The Bible honors those women who were wives, mothers, and homemakers (Pr 31: 1 Tm 5:9-10, 14) as well as women who ministered and worked in other ways."  Sharon James, Apologetics Study Bible, p. 730-731.

1.  Egalitarian Viewpoint.  Egalitarian is a “person who believes that all people are equal; equalitarian.”  In this sense, I would qualify as an egalitarian.  However, egalitarian is also implied to mean identical.  Equal does not mean identical.  If I have oats in one hand worth $2, and wheat in the other hand worth $2, they are of equal value, but they are not identical even though they are similar.  I am an egalitarian at heart though I can’t support it Biblically.  I live under the authority of God’s Word … not popular opinion.  

In the egalitarian view, the Biblical restrictions regarding the roles of men and women in the home and church reflect the prevailing patriarchal attitudes. The restrictions were based on what was appropriate in the culture of that time.  In Christ, male and female are one; therefore, their roles in ministry are without distinction, and all positions are open.
What does it means when Paul says he does not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man (1 Tim. 2:12)?  The cultural argument has difficulties because Paul's reasons are rooted in a created difference between men and women (1 Tim. 2:12-15).  In addition, radical feminism was taking root in the cities of Asia Minor, and Ephesus was "a bastian of feminine supremacy in religion."  Goddess worship of Artemis or Diana, Aphrodite, Isis and others was common, and women were accustomed to prominent positions of leadership in the goddess cults.  Paul was correcting the tendency to follow the trend of radical feminism.  Another difficulty for this view is the use of the masculine gender in the elder-pastor qualifications in 1 Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.  The egalitarian view grants freedom to minister while recognizing the many gifts and abilities of women, but has this view been shaped more by the trends in modern society than the Word of God?

2.  Authoritarian View.  This view considers the restrictions for women as non-cultural.  Women are not permitted to teach or exercise authority over men, and they are to keep silent in the church which, in the view of some, excludes testimonies, special music, asking questions in any group setting, or directing choirs or children's work if men are under their authority.  The difficulty for those who hold this view is to stay consistent and not end up in hair-splitting legalism:  1) Women would not be permitted to sing a solo or participate in a worship team?  2) A woman would not be permitted to ask a question in a class, Bible study, or any other setting?  3) Some would not prohibit a woman from asking a question in a Bible class or Bible study, but they would emphatically insist that a woman is not permitted to teach if any male is present.  4) Women would not be permitted to speak up in a weekly staff meeting.  5) Women would not be permitted in any position of leadership even in children’s ministry because a woman is to keep silent.  6) The spiritual gifts of women, if verbal or leading in any form, would be rendered inoperative in the church.  The result would be a distorted Pseudo-Christian Taliban.

To take the authoritarian view, women would not be permitted in any leadership role.  It would be appropriate to post a sign at the entrance to the church, “Women are to keep silent in the church.  Please refrain from speaking.  However, you are permitted to ask your husband questions when you get home.”  The wife may respond, “I may not be allowed to talk in church, but just wait ‘til I get home.”  A little girl was asked how her first day in 1st grade went.  She said it didn’t go very well.  She hadn’t learned much, the day was long, and they wouldn’t let her talk.  In addition, the church should post a sign which says, “Women are to wear a hat at all times while in church.  To do otherwise, indicates you are not under authority.”  

Why would women be commanded to be silent when 1 Cor. 11:5 indicates women prayed and prophesied in the church?  The Bible identifies several women as prophetesses though the setting for the exercise of their gifts is not always indicated.  It is clear that Priscilla along with her husband had a role in teaching Apollos (Acts 18:26), and Priscilla and Aquila also led a church in their home (1 Cor. 16:19).  Deborah, a prophetess, was Israel's leader and judge, and God used her to bring spiritual renewal to the nation (Judges 4:4).  Miriam directed Israel in music (Ex. 15:20), Anna the Prophetess spoke in the Temple (Lk. 2:26-38), Philip the Evangelist had 4 gifted daughters who were prophetesses (Acts 21:8-9), and Peter said, " . . . your sons and daughters will prophesy." (Acts 2:17-18; Joel 2:28-29).  The authoritarian view of silence for women in all church settings seems contradictory to other passages.  In an attempt to be Biblical has this view created excessive rigidity?  

3.  Complementary View.   Men and women are created as equals before God and each other.  The Biblical teaching liberates from patriarchal abuses, and oneness in Christ recognizes created differences between men and women.  While designed differently, men and women have complementary roles and different perspectives, but equal worth and value.  
"A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet."  “In quietness” (Grk. heôsuchia): it can mean silence, but it more often means “appropriate order, peaceful, tranquil, without disruption” (1 Thess. 4:11; 2 Thess. 3:12; 1 Pet. 3:4).  “Quietness was used for a description of the life of one who stays at home doing his own work, and does not officiously meddle with the affairs of others.” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon)  An inappropriate, boisterous, usurping of authority or disruption would qualify for what is prohibited.

What is meant by not allowing a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man?  "Teach" and "exercise authority" are in a construction that conveys "a single coherent idea of two closely related ideas," implied is "authority in teaching" and "teaching with authority." Most Bible scholars see this as the teaching done in the capacity of a pastor of the church.2  If a woman has the gift of teaching or leadership, it is to be exercised under the authority of the pastors/elders of the church.  More may be implied, but 1 Tim. 2:12 clearly includes the teaching pastor or elder as in 1 Tim. 5:17, "the elders who direct the affairs of the church well" and "work hard at teaching and preaching."  The context of 1 Timothy 2 is the church gathered in worship and prayer, and the qualifications for a pastor follow in the next paragraph (3:1-7).  In this view, the roles of men and women are not competing, but complimentary as the strengths of both are utilized.  God instructs the man to lead in the church and the home, not in a domineering manner, but with love and under Christ's authority (1 Pet. 5:1-5; 1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:22-33).  

Sandra Crouch shared this with me from her journey as a believer.  “In my own experience with Christian couples (including us!), I’ve seen the desire of the wives to run things, and the love of husbands for their wives which allows them to sit back and ‘let her do what she wants.’  If we, as women, consistently step forward and take control, we usurp our men’s rightful place as authorities in our lives.  They won’t fight us for control because they love us too much.  If we refuse to step aside, they will never become the spiritual leaders God intends for them to be.  Our humility in submission is a powerful tool the Lord uses to build men of strength and character.

I saw this in our own lives:  I was the first to come to Christ. When my husband was saved, he knew I had a head-start in Bible study, and he regularly asked me for spiritual guidance.  In my heart I knew this situation was upside down, so I prayed consistently for the Lord to make my husband the spiritual leader of our home.  What God taught me is that for him to be the spiritual leader, I first had to become the spiritual follower as an act of faith in Him (the Lord, not my husband).  Once I submitted, I saw a shift in our relationship, and my husband indeed became our family’s spiritual leader.  He would not fight me for his rightful place, but he took it when I swallowed my pride and stepped aside in obedience to God’s Word by taking my rightful place.  Through that obedience, the Lord has blessed me with a strong man of God for a husband.”  

Prophetess.  1. Female prophet; women serving as God’s spokesperson. Five women are explicitly identified as prophetesses: Miriam (Ex. 15:20); Deborah (Judg. 4:4); Huldah (2 Kings 22:14); Noadiah, a “false” prophetess (Neh. 6:14); and Anna (Luke 2:36). Jezebel claimed to be a prophetess (Rev. 2:20). The ministries of prophetesses varied greatly. Miriam called upon Israel to celebrate God’s deliverance. Deborah combined the offices of prophetess and judge, even accompanying Barak into battle. Huldah spoke God’s words of judgment (2 Kings 22:16-17) and forgiveness (22:18-20) to King Josiah. Anna shared the good news of Jesus’ birth with the Temple crowds. The false prophetess Noadiah sought to frighten Nehemiah. Jezebel attempted to involve the church of Thyatira in idolatry. The prophet Joel anticipated a time when all God’s people, “male servants and female servants,” would be filled with God’s Spirit and prophesy (Joel 2:28-29). This prophetic hope was fulfilled at Pentecost (Acts 2:17-18) and in the ongoing life of the early church (Acts 21:9). Paul encouraged all believers to desire to prophesy (1 Cor. 14:1), that is, to offer speech which builds up the church (14:5). First Corinthians 11:5 presumes women were involved in prophesying and prayer in public worship. 2. The wife of a prophet (Isa. 8:3). See Prophet.  Holman Bible Handbook

Women in the Bible:
1.  Miriam the Prophetess - Ex. 15:20-21

2.  Deborah, the Judge and Prophetess - Judges 4:4-9

3.  Huldah the Prophetess - 2 Kings 22:14-20

4.  Noadiah the Prophetess - Nehemiah 6:14

5.  Mrs. Isaiah the Prophetess - Isaiah 8:3

6.  Anna as a Prophetess - Luke 2:36-38

7.  Philip's 4 Daughters, Prophetesses - Acts 21:8-9

8.  The Woman of Samaria - John 4:4-42

9.  Deaconess Phoebe - Romans 16:1-2

10. Priscilla - Romans 16:3-5

11. Adronicus and Junias (or Junia) - Romans 16:7

3:2, 12 husband of but one wife.  Literally a "one-woman man"--without the definite article.  This is not marital status, but moral character of the marriage, a pure and faithful marriage.  

"He must be the husband of one wife. The Greek text literally reads “a one-woman man.” Paul is not referring to a leader’s marital status, as the absence of the definite article in the original indicates. Rather, the issue is his moral, sexual behavior. Many men married only once are not one-woman men. Many with one wife are unfaithful to that wife. While remaining married to one woman is commendable, it is no indication or guarantee of moral purity.

Some may wonder why Paul begins his list with this quality. He does so because it is in this area, above all others, where leaders seem most prone to fall. The failure to be a one-woman man has put more men out of the ministry than any other sin. It is thus a matter of grave concern.

Various interpretations have been offered that evade the meaning of this standard. Some have argued that its intent is to forbid polygamy. A man could not, however, even be a member of the church if he was a polygamist, let alone a leader. If that were all Paul meant, it would be an unnecessary prohibition. Further, polygamy was not an issue in Ephesus. It was uncommon in Roman society, in part because sexual encounters outside of marriage as well as divorces were easily obtainable. Nor was polygamy a feature of first-century Jewish society.

Others maintain that Paul here forbids remarriage after the death of a spouse. As already noted, however, this standard, like all the rest, refers to moral character, not marital status. Further, the Scriptures permit and honor second marriages under the proper circumstances. Paul expected younger widows to remarry and raise a family (1 Tim. 5:14), and widows could be described as one-man women (5:9). In 1 Corinthians 7:39 he wrote, “A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.”

Still others hold that this qualification excludes divorced men from spiritual leadership. That again ignores the fact that Paul is not here referring to marital status. Nor does the Bible forbid all remarriage after a divorce. In Matthew 5:31–32 and 19:9, our Lord permitted remarriage when a divorce was caused by adultery. Paul gave a second occasion when remarriage is permitted, when the unbelieving spouse initiates the divorce (1 Cor. 7:15). While God hates all divorce (Mal. 2:16), He is gracious to the innocent party in those two situations. (For a complete exposition of the relevant passages on divorce, see Matthew 1–7, MacArthur New Testament Commentary [Chicago: Moody, 1985], and 1 Corinthians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary [Chicago: Moody, 1984.) Since remarriage in and of itself is not a sin, it is not necessarily a blight on a man’s character. If divorce resulted from a man’s inability to lead his family (v. 5), however, then it is a disqualification.

Nor does Paul intend to exclude single men from the ministry. If that was his point here, he would have disqualified himself, since he was single (1 Cor. 7:8).  MacArthur's New Testament Commentary
4:8 physical training is of some value.  People walked 3 to 10 miles per day.  Extra exercise for contests was of minimal value.

5:1-2 The young were to rise in the presence of the aged (Lev. 19:32).
6:3-5 If anyone teaches false doctrines . . . who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.  The prosperity gospel is described as false.
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1:6 fan into flame (Grk. zopuron from zoas, a live coal, and pur, to blow and kindle into flame).

1:7 self-discipline (Grk. sophronizo):  to recall to mind.

4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus . . . I give you this charge.  This takes the form of a court oath.  
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