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Doctrinal Practical

"Jesus Christ is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation
of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful Word." [:3
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Background of Hebrews.  The letter was written to Christians who had been established in the faith for a considerable period of time (5:12); Christians who had suffered persecution in the past (10:32-34);  Christians who had had great leaders (13:7); and Christians who had been generous in their giving (6:10).  "Many Jewish believers, having stepped out of Judaism into Christianity, wanted to reverse their course in order to escape persecution by their countrymen.  The writer of Hebrews exhorts them to 'press on.'  His appeal is based on the superiority of Christ over the Judaic system."  Walk Through the Bible.  Hebrews was likely written before the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 70 A.D. (10:11).  The author uses the Greek present tense in referring of the temple. 

Writer.  This is uncertain and possibilities include Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, Luke, Clement of Rome, Epaphras, Silas and Aquila and Priscilla.  The writer was a friend of Timothy (13:23).  
Key words:  "better" - 13 times; "perfect" - 15 times; "let us" -13 times; and "let" - 5 times.

1.  Let us be careful to not fall short of entering His rest (4:1)

2.  Let us make every effort to enter that rest (4:11)

3.  Let us hold firmly to the faith we possess (4:14)

4.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence (4:16)

5.  Let us leave the elementary teachings and go on to maturity (6:1)

6.  Let us draw near to God (10:22)

7.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess (10:23)

8.  Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds (10:24)

9.  Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles (12:1)

10.  Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us (12:1)

11.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith (12:2)

12.  Let us be thankful and so worship God (12:28)

13.  Let us, then, go to Him (13:13)

14.  Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise (13:15)

 1:11-12 Ecological decline of the earth.  See Is. 51:6.

1:13 "The hand was symbolic in the ancient world.  It was believed that from it one either bestowed grace or pronounced punishment.  In addition, the hand represented the authority of an individual, the instrument of carrying out a person's intentions.  The right hand, in particular, was special for two reasons.  First, the left hand was universally acknowledged to be the one used for sanitation purposes and, therefore, was less respected than its counterpart.  Secondly, since most people were right-handed, the right hand was considered to have innately superior strength and capability."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1983.

4:12 sword.  Ancient swords:  romphaia was 5 to 6 ft. long; 2) zephos with sharp point only; 3) akinakes was an ornamental sword; 4) dolon was a concelaed with a sharp point; 5) machaira was a sharp double edged sword.

6:6 If they were once saved but lost their salvation, they cannot be resaved.
8:4 "The present tense of the verb "offer," here and elsewhere in this letter, indicates that the temple in Jerusalem was still standing.  The book of Hebrews, therefore, must have been written prior to the temple's destruction in A.D. 70."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1990.
12:1  lay aside every encumbrance (Grk. ogkos, weight, burden).  The weight certainly includes guilt and shame which may linger even after forgiveness.

12: 1 great cloud of witnesses.  "I do not believe that the cloud of witnesses surrounding us is standing in the galleries of heaven watching as we perform.  The idea here is not that we should be faithful lest they be disappointed, or that we should try to impress them like a sports team trying to impress the fans in the bleachers.  These are witnesses to God, not of us.  They are examples, not onlookers.  They have proved by their testimony, their witness, that the life of faith is the only life to live.  To have a whole gallery of such great people looking down on us would not motivate us but paralyze us.  We are not called to please them.  They are not looking at us; we are to look at them.  Nothing is more encouraging than the successful example of someone who has 'done it before.'  John MacArthur, MacArthur's New Testament Commentary:  Hebrews.  

"The 'great . . . cloud [assembly, mass] of witnesses' was introduced to us in Hebrews 11. They are the heroes of the faith.  It is not suggested here that these men and women now in heaven are watching us as we run the race, like people seated in a stadium.  The word “witnesses” does not mean “spectators.”  Our English word 'martyr' comes directly from the Greek word translated 'witness.'  These people are not witnessing what we are doing; rather, they are bearing witness to us that God can see us through. God bore witness to them (Heb. 11:2, 4-5, 39) and they are bearing witness now to us."  Warren Wiersbe, Be Confident.






BUILDING A 




         LIFE OF FAITH

+7 FAITH IS YIELDING TO GOD EVEN IF I DON’T RECEIVE WHAT I DESIRE. 39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. Heb. 11:39-40 (NIV)  

+6 FAITH IS THANKING GOD IN ADVANCE FOR WHAT HE WILL ACCOMPLISH.  30By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days. Heb. 11:30 (NIV) 
+5 FAITH IS PERSEVERING TO FOLLOW GOD WHEN I FEEL LIKE QUITING.  27By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. Heb. 11:27 (NIV)    

+4 FAITH IS GIVING TO GOD WHEN I DON’T KNOW HOW HE WILL PROVIDE.  4Faith led Abel to offer God a better sacrifice than Cain’s sacrifice. Through his faith Abel received God’s approval, since God accepted his sacrifices. . .  Heb. 11:4 (GWT) 
+3 FAITH IS OBEYING GOD WHEN I DON’T UNDERSTAND.  By faith, Noah built a ship in the middle of dry land.  He was warned about something he couldn’t see, and acted on what he was told.  . . . As a result, Noah became intimate with God. Heb. 11:7 (TMNT) 

+2 FAITH IS SEEKING GOD WHEN I DON’TDON’T FEEL LIKE IT.  . . . without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. Heb. 11:6 (NASB) 
+1 FAITH IS BELIEVING IN GOD WHEN I’VE NEVER SEEN HIM.   1What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. . . . 3By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen. Heb. 11:1-3 (NLT)
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