James Bible Notes
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Keys for Victorious Christian Living
"Be doers of the Word and not hearers only .. ." (1:22).
James :
Date of Writing: 45-50 A.D. Writer: James, the Lord's Brother

©2010. Dave Beckwith




Theme, style and date of writing:  James is the earliest NT book and was probably penned between 45-50 A.D. from Jerusalem.  
Theme:  "Real Faith Really Works!"  James says, "But prove yourselves doers of the Word, . . . "  James would fit right into to the "just do it" generation today.  James emphasizes practical issues of "conduct" and this book has often been called the "Proverbs of the New Testament."  In a straight-forward, hard hitting manner, James steps all over a variety of toes.  James writes with a dramatic instinct--many of the words are dramatic pictures:  deadly poison, fade, surf of the sea, tossed by the wind, double-minded man, shifting shadow, mirror, bits into horses' mouths, forest is set aflame, vapor, moth-eaten, rust, etc.  A tone of authority is present in the epistle since 54 of the 108 verses are imperatives.  His style is straight-forward but blended with warmth and love.  There is a marked similarity between the teachings of Jesus, particularly the Sermon on the Mount, and the teaching in the book of James.

The Writer.  Who is James, the writer of the book?  There are several different men in the New Testament with the name of James.  
1. James, the son of Zebedee (Matthew 4:21; Mark 1:19; Luke 5:10) and Salome (cf. Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; 16:1), and the elder brother of John the evangelist (Mark 5:37).  James appears first in the sacred narrative as a fisherman, he and his brothers being partners with Simon Peter (Luke 5:10). When called by our Lord to be His followers in the spring or summer (a.d. 27), James and his brother responded with an eagerness that renders them models of obedience (Matthew 4:21-22; Mark 1:19-20). We find him named among the twelve who received (a.d. 28) a call to apostleship (Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:14, 17; Luke 6:13-14; Acts 1:13). These brothers and Peter seemed for some reason to be especially fitted to live in close intimacy with the Master and were with Him on several interesting occasions. They alone were present at the transfiguration (Matthew 17:1; Mark 9:2; Luke 9:28), at the raising of Jairus’s daughter (Mark 5:37; Luke 8:51), and at the Garden of Gethsemane during our Lord’s agony (Matthew 26:37; Mark 14:33). With Andrew they listened to the Lord’s private discourse on the fall of Jerusalem (Mark 13:3). Through mistaken views of the Messiah’s kingdom and an ambition to share in its glory, they joined in the request made to Jesus by their mother (Matthew 20:20-23; Mark 10:35-40). James was the first of the apostles to suffer martyrdom, being slain with a sword at the command of Herod (Acts 12:2), a.d. 44.

From the desire to punish the inhabitants of a certain village in Samaria because they declined to receive Jesus (Luke 9:52-54), we infer that James and John were warm and impetuous in temperament. They were called by our Lord (Mark 3:17) “Boanerges”—sons of thunder—probably because of their boldness and energy in discharging their apostleship.

2.  James the Less (another of the twelve apostles.) He was the son of Alphaeus (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13) and Mary, the sister of our Lord’s mother (Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; Luke 24:10; John 19:25), and was called James the Less (hō mikros, “the little”), either because he was younger than James the son of Zebedee or on account of his short stature (Mark 15:40; see marg.). His mother is supposed by some to have been called sister, i.e., sister-in-law, of Mary the mother of Jesus, because of their marriage to two brothers, Clopas and Joseph (see John 19:25; Clopas, or Cleopas, KJV, is believed by scholars to be the same person as Alphaeus). It has also been supposed that Alphaeus died without offspring and that his wife was espoused by Joseph, on which account James is perhaps the legal son of Alphaeus and the reputed half brother of our Lord. James had a brother, Joses or Joseph (Matthew 27:56). In KJV Luke 6:16 mentions “Judas the brother of James,” whereas NASB and NIV render “the son of James.”
5.  James, the Lord's brother, also called James the Just (Mt. 12:46-47; 13:55-56; Mk. 6:3; 15:40; John 2:12; 7:3-5; Acts 1:14; 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal. 1:19; 2:9-10; 1 Cor. 9:5; 15:6-7).

3. James, the brother of the Lord. The natural interpretation of the passages Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 indicates that James and his brothers and sisters were sons and daughters of Joseph and Mary, the mother of Jesus. He was not one of the twelve apostles (Matthew 10:2-4), or at first a believer in Jesus (John 7:5). From Acts 1:13-14 we conclude that his former skepticism had passed away, as it is stated there that “His brothers” continued with the apostles and others in the “upper room” after the ascension. Although he was not one of the twelve, he was included among those who saw a vision of the risen Lord (1 Corinthians 15:5, 7). Like Paul and Barnabas, he received the title of apostle (Galatians 1:19) and was recognized by the zealots of the law as their leader (Galatians 2:12). He occupied a prominent, if not the chief, place in the church at Jerusalem (Galatians 2:9), was president of the first council (Acts 15:13), and, with the elders, received Paul upon his return from his third missionary tour (Acts 21:18), a.d. 57. He was the author of the epistle that bears his name. Eusebius tells us that James was surnamed “the Just” by the ancients on account of his eminent virtue.  Unger's Bible Dictionary.  

"James" (Grk. Iakobos) is the English form of the Greek word for Jacob, meaning "heel-gripper."  James was probably the brother closest in age to Jesus (Mt. 13:55-56).  Did James respond to his brother as the Messiah early and never waver?  Hardly!  John 7:5 says, "For not even His brothers were believing in Him."  Mark 3:21 says, "And when His own people (a reference to relatives) heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, 'He has lost His senses.'"  I think they were annoyed by Him and often felt like apologizing for Him.  Immediately following the Resurrection, Jesus paid a visit to His cynical and skeptical brother (1 Cor. 15:7).  James was changed!  He became one of the significant leaders in the early Church.  Can you imagine having as your pastor the brother of Jesus?  James put His Christianity into action.  He was known as "the man with the camel's knees," his knees were so calloused and hardened by much kneeling in prayer.  Tradition has it that he was thrown from the top of the Temple and then stoned to death in 62 A.D. (Swindoll, Barrett).  "According to Josephus, James was put to death by the high priest during the period between the death of Festus and the arrival of his successor, Albinus, in A.D. 62."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2002.
1:2 various (Grk. poikilos):  many colored.  KJV calls it "divers" trials.  This is not the Wayne & Karen Brown diving trial--running out of oxygen or meeting a shark when you're diving 100 feet below the ocean surface.  Another word used is "manifold" and we think of an intake or exhaust manifold on a car.  The word means many colored!  English word "polka dot" comes from this word.  Just get the car paid off and the transmission goes.
1:2 trials (Grk. peirasmous--1:2, 12, 13, 13, 13, 13, 14):  trials from without ( v. 2, 12) and trials from within (v. 13, 14) amounting to temptation.  The devil's "one-two punch" to take us down!  J. Vernon McGee said, "There is much clamoring and criticizing, turmoil and tension in our churches today.  The reason is that many Christians have not grown up; they are still babes. . . . I recall one man who , when I first knew him, was always finding fault; as a pastor I had never had such a critic before.  Then he began to attend the . . . Bible study . . . he brought his Bible and took notes.  Over a period of ten years God sent that man a great deal of trouble, but he grew up and became one of the sweetest Christians I have ever known in my life."

1:8 double-minded (Grk. dipsuchos):  two-souled.  One must not pray like Augustine, "Lord make me pure, but not yet" (Roberts, p. 18).

1:11 scorching heat.  "The scorching heat is the kauson.  The kauson was the south-east wind, the Simoon.  It came straight from the deserts, and it burst on Palestine like a blast of hot air when an oven door is opened.  In an hour, it could wipe out all vegetation with its fiery heat." (Barclay, p. 56).  Luke 12:55, "And when you see a south wind blowing, you say, 'It will be a hot day, and it turns out that way.'"

1:13 temptation.  The same word is used for trials and temptations (peirasmous):  v. 2, 12, 13 (4), 14.  The context determines the meaning.  The issue is not "if" we face temptation, but "when."  Sin is not "society's fault, a spouse's fault, Satan's fault, or the Saviour's fault--the cause of sin is self" (Roy Roberts, James, p. 25).  Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Temptation vividly portrays the battleground:  "In our members there is a slumbering inclination towards desire which is both sudden and fierce.  With irresistible power desire seizes mastery over the flesh.  All at once a secret, smoldering fire is kindled.  The flesh burns and is in flames.  It makes no difference whether it is sexual desire or ambition or vanity or desire for revenge or love of fame and power or greed for money. . . . At this moment God is quite unreal to us.  He loses all reality, and only desire for the creature is real. . . . The powers of clear discrimination and of decision are taken from us."  
1:14 "The words 'dragged away' and 'enticed' were commonly used to describe hunting methods.  Here they metaphorically describe how evil desires operate."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2002.  Temptation utilizes irrational thinking.  "Do not be deceived . . . " suggests being led down the wrong path, being tricked.  Challenge the irrational thinking.  The truth is we've all been deceived."
1:15 "Sin, figured as female, is already pregnant with death, and when full-grown, bringeth forth death.  Then the sin . . . when grown-up, herself, as if all along pregnant with it, bringeth forth death" (Alford).  
1:19 be quick to hear.  Why is listening hindered?  

1.  Tiredness.  Astronaut Michael Collins, speaking at a banquet, quoted the estimate that the average man speaks 25,000 words a day and the average woman 30,000.  Then he added, "Unfortunately, when I come home each day I've spoken my 25,000--and my wife hasn't started her 30,000."

2.  Different Interest Levels

Communication Patterns
General communication patterns for men and women 
(though neither communicate exclusively in either pattern).



Men








Women
1. Project centered

  



1. People centered

2. Emphasis on facts
  
  


2. Emphasis on feelings

3. Communicate in general concepts

3. Communicate in specific details

4. Focused on information



4. Focused on intimacy

5. Seek respect





5. Seek rapport

In a letter to Ann Landers, a woman wrote, "My husband never speaks to me when he comes home from work.  When I ask, "How did everything go today?" he says, "Rough . . . " or "It's a jungle out there."  (We live in Jersey and he works in New York City.)  It's a different story when we have guests or go visiting.  Paul is the gabbiest guy in the crowd--a real spellbinder.  He comes up with the most interesting stories.  People hang on every word.  I think to myself, "Why doesn't he ever tell me these things?"

This has been going on for 38 years.  Paul started to go quiet on me after 10 years of marriage.  I could never figure out why.  Can you solve the mystery?  --The Invisible Woman (Tannen, p. 78).

· If the man is unappreciated, he becomes abstract and cold.  He may develop a wounded pride).

· If the woman is unlistened to, she becomes lonely, isolated and into her own feelings.  She may also become over-talkative and gossip.

· The man's communication pattern is valuable to broaden her thinking, give direction, and security.

· The woman's communication pattern helps the man become personal, human, warm, and open.  She also will see many details that would otherwise be overlooked.

3. Seeking a Solution vs. Support

"To many women, the relationship is working as long as they can talk things out," explains Deborah Tannen, author of That's Not What I Meant.  "But to many men, the relationship isn't working if they have to continue talking it over."

For example the wife may say, "We need to talk about this" and the husband assumes there is a problem.  

When the wife brings up a problem, most men immediately attempt to solve the problem.  "The kids are not respecting me.  I ask them to do things and they either ignore me or sass me."  Husband's tendency is to respond, "Well, what you need to do is say it once and then . . . "  A sixteen-year-old girl who hung out w/ teenage boys was asked, "Do boys and girls both talk about problems."  "Yes."  "Do they do it in the same way?"  "Oh, no," she said, "the girls go on and on.  The boys raise the issue, one of them comes up with a solution, and then they close the discussion." (Tannen, p. 53).

4.  Selective Listening.  We develop automated systems within our brains to tune in or tune out depending on the content.  We can be totally tuned in during a TV program but as soon as the commercial comes on we've tuned out.  Family member says, "Dad did you see that red wagon in the commercial?"  "What commercial?"  We do the same thing in conversations tuning them in or out depending on our interest level.
How to Listen Effectively

1. Realize listening is a primary means to communicate worth and value.

2. Practice it as a skill to be learned and perfected.  It will benefit you in every dimension of life.  What was a favorite saying of Jesus?  "Let he who has an ear to hear, hear . . . "

3. Be honest if you are tired and it is not a good time to listen.  Don't just fake it.  Set another time to talk.

4. Eliminate distractions.  Put down the newspaper, turn off the TV.

5. Look them in the eye.

6. Communicate that you are listening.  Respond with "uh, uh" or "yes" or a nod to let the listener know you are hearing what they say.  Men tend to not use these phrases unless they agree with the speaker.  Women use them as tools to communicate understanding.  Don't ram your opinions in all the time.  Most of all, don't judge the person--communication will stop.

7. Give the gift of listening.  Remember how much it meant for you to have someone listen to you and hear you out.

1:19 be slow to speak.  Who Talks Most?  Men or Women?  Study after study finds that men talk more--in meetings, mixed-group discussions, and in classrooms.  When a speech is followed by discussion, the first one to speak up will generally be a man.  The men will talk longer and more frequently precede their question with a lengthy statement.  In a group setting, when a man and woman talked equal amounts in a discussion, the perception will be that the woman talked more than the man.  Women as a rule do tend to talk more than men in personal settings.

Deborah Tannen, You Just Don't Understand, says, "When asked who their best friends are, most women name other women they talk to regularly.  When asked the same question, most men will say it's their wives.  After that, many men name other men with whom they do things such as play tennis or baseball (but never just sit and talk) or a chum from high school whom they haven't spoken to in a year" (p. 80).  Not uncommon for a man to have a best friend, but they don't necessarily talk often.  "When did you last talk to Bob sweetheart?"  "A couple of months ago."  "Why don't you call him?"  "Well, if I need something I'll give him a call."

Reading the newspaper or a magazine at bedtime?  Get into bed and think, "I've got 30 minutes to read Time."  Just get started, "Negotiations in the Middle East have broken down as the Palestinians refused to . . . "  "Honey, why did your mother call?"  "To say hi."  You start to find your place again, "Negotiations in the Middle East have broken down as the Palestinians refused to . . . "  "Honey, your mother must have wanted more than that.  Is she OK?"  "Mothers OK."  Try this:  lie there with the magazine on your chest and it will be silent.  As soon as you pick it up, she will interrupt.  Or say, "Is there anything you would like to say to me before I begin reading my magazine?"  You know there won't be.  As soon as you begin reading, you know there will be.  The difference is this:  to him, talk is for information, but to her, talk is for interaction.

Why be slow to speak?  
Prov. 29:20, "Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?  There is more hope for a fool than for him."  

Prov. 12:23, "A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaims folly."

Prov. 16:23, "The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and adds persuasiveness to his lips.  Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones."  
Prov. 17:27-28, "He who restrains his words has knowledge, and he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding.  Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is counted prudent."  The person who stands up in a meeting and says, "You know I probably shouldn't say this, but . . . "  You're right.  You shouldn't say it.  Great emphasis in society today on unrestrained communication!

Prov. 10:19, "When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, but he who restrains his lips is wise."  

Prov. 18:13, "He who gives an answer before he hears, it is folly and shame to him."  The Living Bible says, "Pardon me while I interrupt.  How stupid to decide before knowing the facts."

How to improve your talk skills

1. Before transmitting, make sure the listener is ready to listen.  Listening is not a passive activity.  It requires mental energy and willingness.  Check for a time in the schedule to talk.  Say, "I would like to discuss our vacation plans at a time that is convenient for you."

2. Set aside time to communicate.  Experiment regarding the amount of conversation that occurs between the average wife and husband in a week's time.  Researcher strapped portable electronic microphones and measured every word they uttered--idle conversation while driving to the store, requests to pass the toast, everything.  168 hrs. in a week, 10,080 minutes.  How much time talking?  No, not 10 hours, not a single hour, or even 30 minutes.  Average:  17 minutes a week!  Loneliness has invaded many marriages.

3. Seek to understand the communication needs of the other person.

4. Expand your communication pattern.  If you're detail oriented, summarize your thoughts.  If you generalize, give more detail.  If facts, more feelings; if projects, more interest in people; if information, focus on intimacy.

5. Think of yourself as primarily a "receiving unit" rather than a "sending unit."

1:21 get rid (Grk. apothumanai):  to strip off soiled clothes.

1:21 moral filth (Grk. ruparia):  from rupos, wax in the ear.
1:21 wickedness (Grk. peisseia):  tangled undergrowth.
1:23-24 "Any smooth or polished surface that reflected images could be referred to as a mirror.  The mirrors of the serving women were of brass (Ex 38:8) and so could be used as materials for the laver.  Similarly, Elisha in Job 37:18 spoke of the sky as resembling 'a mirror of cast bronze.'  Paul mentions the inadequacy of these ancient mirrors in 1 Corinthians 13:12."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2002.

2:1 personal favoritism (Grk. prosolambano also 2:9):  pros:  face or countenance; lambano:  to receive.  Most people accept or reject someone when they first meet them based on what?  (number your answers in order from 1 to 7)




___  Their dress (#3)




___  Their facial appearance (#1)




___  Their personality (#5)




___  Their abilities and reputation (#4)




___  Their breath (#7)




___  Their love for other people (#6)




___  Their body (#2)

2:14 faith without works.
Faith vs. Works

Emphasis of Paul





Emphasis of James  

Salvation by faith





Salvation by faith

Salvation can't be earned



Salvation evidenced by works


The Cause:  Faith





The Effect:  Works


The Root of Salvation




The Fruit of Salvation


God's Part






Man's Response

3:3  bits into the mouths of horses.  What controls the horse?  Bit or bridle in the horse's mouth?  Horse may still run wild even with a bridle on.  A rider who controls the reins is essential.  Who is riding in your saddle?  
3:4 steered by a very small rudder.  What controls the ship?  Ruder?  Ruder is connected to the helm (steering wheel) on the ship's bridge.  The helmsman turns either to the right or the left.  Who is at the helm in your life?
3:5 small part of the body . . . makes great boasts.  "Small" (mikron-micro) and "great" (megala-megaphone).  "My name is Gossip.  I have no respect for justice.  I maim without killing.  I break hearts and ruin lives.  I am cunning and malicious and gather strength with age.  The more I am quoted the more I am believed.  My victims are helpless.  They cannot protect themselves against me because I have no name and no face.  To track me down is impossible.  The harder you try, the more elusive I become.  I am nobody's friend.  Once I tarnish a reputation, it is never the same.  I topple governments and wreck marriages.  I ruin careers and cause sleepless nights, heartaches and indigestion.  I make innocent people cry in their pillows.  Even my name hisses.  I am called Gossip.  I make headlines and headaches."  "If Satan can place a thought in your mind--and he can, it isn't much more of a trick for him to make you think it's your idea." (Anderson, Victory Over the Darkness, p. 168).  Check your communication with these five questions:  1. Is it true?  2. Is it kind?  3. Is it confidential?  4. Is it necessary?  5. Is it appropriate?

3:11-12 fresh water and salt water . . . fig tree bear olives . . . grapevine bear figs.  There are two functions of the tongue:  talk (9,10) and taste (11-12).  The nerve endings on the tip of the tongue are the most sensitive in the entire body.  There are 4 types of taste buds and this passage mentions all 4 types:  1) bitter:  bitter water; 2) sweet:  figs; 3) sour:  olives (sour when fresh picked-neutralized by packing in salt); 4) salt:  salt water.  Take a bite of food that is not good, the first reaction is to spit it out.  The same should be true regarding our words.  "My diet is balanced; my food is the best, but it is the words I have eaten that I cannot digest."

3:14 bitter envy (Grk. pikron zalon):  meaning "to cut" because of jealousy--the motive.  "But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one another" Gal. 5:15; selfish ambition (Grk. eritheian):  meaning "to spin well."  Selfishness!  "Blessed are those who go in circles for they shall be called wheels;" arrogance:  the mixture of pride and knowledge, the result is a set of ingrown eyeballs; closed-mindedness:  to "lie against the truth"--resist opinion of others whether true or false; worldly wisdom (Grk. epigeis):  human philosophy or thinking; natural reasoning (Grk. psuche):  from which we get our word "psychology."
4:1 quarrels (Grk. polemoi):  "chronic state or campaign" (ATR); conflicts (Grk. machai):  "separate conflicts or battles" (ATR).

4:3 Oscar Wilde, "Sometimes the only thing worse than not getting what you want, is getting it."
4:5 jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us (NASB).  "The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?" (KJV-incorrect).   One view holds that this is the human spirit given to man at creation that envies.  The question is whether it is a "s"-human spirit or "S"-Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit seems to fit best.  God's Spirit desires to not just be the resident in my life, but the President of my life.
4:7-10.  These verses have 10 imperatives.
Symptoms of Inner Conflict

Keys to be Filled with the Spirit 
1. Independent spirit



1. Submit to God
2. Yielding to temptation


2. Resist the devil and he will flee.
3. Busyness substituted for God
3. Draw near to God
4. Rationalizing personal wrongs
4. Cleanse your hands
5. Justifying personal sins


5. Purify your hearts
6. Frivolous attitude



6. Be miserable, mourn, weep
7. Seeking recognition



7. Humble yourself before God

Letting Go

To let go doesn't mean to stop caring, it means I can't do it for someone else.

To let go is not to cut myself off, it's the realization that I can't control another.

To let go is not to enable, but to allow learning from natural consequences.

To let go is to admit powerlessness, which means the outcome is not in my hands.

To let go is not to try to change or blame another, I can only change myself.

To let go is not to care for, but to care about.

To let go is not to fix, but to be supportive.

To let go is not to judge, but to allow another to be a human being.

To let go is not to be in the middle arranging all the outcomes, but to allow others to effect their own outcomes.

To let go is not to be protective; it is to permit another to face reality.

To let go is not to deny, but to accept.

To let go is not to nag, scold, or argue, but to search out my own shortcomings and to correct them.

To let go is not to adjust everything to my desires, but to take each day as it comes.

To let go is not to criticize and regulate anyone, 
but to try to become what dream I can be.

To let go is not to regret the past, but to grow and live for the future.

To let go is to fear less and love more!

Anonymous, Charles Swindoll, Grace Awakening, p. 146-147.

"Dear Father, I need You.  I acknowledge that I have been in control of my life; and that, as a result, I have sinned against You.  I thank You that you have forgiven my sins through Christ's death on the cross for me.  I now invite Christ to again take control of the throne of my life.  Fill me with the Holy Spirit as you commanded me to be filled, and as You promised in your Word that You would do if I asked in faith.  I pray this in the name of Jesus.  As an expression of my faith, I now thank You for taking control of my life and for filling me with the Holy Spirit."

4:13-15 You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  
Presumptuous vs. Prayerful Planning
1.  Assumes self direction and determination are reliable vs. accepting God's direction as essential ("if the Lord wills")

2.  Assumes life is
 certain vs. recognizing life is short ("you are just a vapor that appears for a short while")





3. Plans are set seeking personal pleasure and profit ("we shall do this or that . . . make a profit") vs. seeking God's eternal rewards

4. Trust is in self (boast in arrogance) vs. trust in God

5.  Value is placed on the perishable vs. value placed on the imperishable.

Bobby Richardson, NY Yankee who surprised the world in the 1960 World Series, "Only one life, it will soon be past.  Only what is done for Christ will last."

Planning Principles Frequently Employed:

Principle One:  Set your own schedule.  ("today or tomorrow"). 

Principle Two:  Choose a desirable location.  ("such and such a city").

Principle Three:  Arrange the duration for your benefit.  ("spend a year there").

Principle Four:  Schedule your activities primarily for your pleasure and profit.  ("engage in business").

Principle Five:  Anticipate your profit and boast about it.  (Adapted from Swindoll, James, p. 71).

Flaws in the Plan:

Flaw One:  Assuming the certainty of tomorrow.  Real estate values drop, you prepare for a career and the job market disappears, the stock market crashes, war breaks out.  
Flaw Two:  Assuming the certainty of this life.  we have no assurance of a long life.  Rich man--Lk. 12:16-21.

Flaw Three:  Shortsighted planning.  1 yr. plan, 5 yr. plan, 30 yr., 50 yr. plan is too shortsighted.

5:1-6 your riches have rotted.  Twice in the last century the German people faced economic collapse.  "In 1919 the German mark was worth 25 cents.  Within four years it declined in value until 4 trillion were needed to equal $1 in buying power."  Here's what Reader's Digest reported:  "The German middle class had lost all their savings.  The value of every pension was wiped out.  All security was gone.  Then the people were ready to listen to any demagogue who would voice their bitterness.  His name was Adolf Hitler."  The German mark became worthless for the second time on a June Sunday in 1948.  A staggering number of Germans committed suicide as the German mark was cancelled.  Unaware of the events, a German mother came to Willard Cantelon with 10,000 marks to invest in the cause of Christ.  She had earned the money with the sweat of her brow and guarded it through the war years.  Cantelon:  "I can't accept your money."  Lady:  "And why not!"  Canetelon:  "It has been cancelled."  Lady"  "How could they cancel it?"

In 1929, Black Friday, the stock market crashed and many Americans saw their investments become worthless overnight.  Many committed suicide--I know, my grandfather (V.P. of International Harvester Corp., prime of his business career) committed suicide.

There are two classes of people:  the haves and the have nots.  Now we have a third group:  the haves, but have not paid for yet.  

Four positions:  1) those who are poor without and poor within; 2) those who are rich without and rich within.  Healthy portion of material goods and a close walk with God:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Daniel, Job, Barnabas, Joseph of Armathea; 3) those who are poor without and rich within; and 4) those who are rich without and poor within.  This is the group addressed in this section (Swindoll, p. 74-75).

5:3 gold and silver are rusted.  Critics have questioned the Bible's statement that gold and silver rust.  Rusted (Grk. katiotai) is a perfect passive indicative from "ios" rust and "kata" to rust through.  "Silver does corrode and gold will tarnish.  Dioscorides (V.91) tells about gold being rusted by chemicals.  Modern chemists can even transmute metals as the alchemists claimed" (A. T. Robertson, p. 58).
5:5 lived luxuriously (Grk. truphao):  the root of the word means to break down the body and mind by indulgence.

5:14 in the name of the Lord.  This phrase is equivalent to "the will of the Lord" (Swindoll).

5:16 confess your sins (present middle) . . . pray (proseuchesthe--present middle imperative) for each other.  "James is not suggesting that Christians dump out their filth in the presence of an assembly; there is a tone of privacy in this directive" (Swindoll, p. 87).

5:16 healed (Grk. iaomai):  bodily as well as emotional and spiritual healing.

5:16 powerful and effective (Grk. energeo, fervent with energy) prayer.  "Specific petitions made with specific results in mind" (Swindoll).  

Four Spiritual Laws of Healing

1.     God takes ultimate responsibility for both sickness and health.  See Ex. 4:10-11; Deut. 32:39; Job 5:17-18; Ps. 119:75; John 9:3; 1 Sam. 2:6-8.  

2.     Sickness and disease may or may not be caused by personal sin.  See 1 Cor. 11:28-30; Ps. 32:3-5, John 9:1-4; Acts 3:2-8; 2 Kings 13:14.

3.     God alone heals, doctors assist in the process.  See Ex. 15:26; 2 Chron. 16:12-13.

4.     It is not God’s will that everyone be healed.  See 2 Cor. 12:7-10-Paul; 1 Tim. 5:23-Timothy; Phil. 2:27-Epaphroditus.

5:16-18.  Five dangerous ways to pray:

1.    Search me:  almost every Christian has times of feeling indignant toward people who rebel against God.  David expressed that emotion in Psalm 139, but immediately he stopped and asked God to examine him.  

2.    Break me:  regardless of spiritual maturity, there will always be areas God needs to work in.  Stubbornness, insensitivity, indifference, laziness, condemning others.  New Christ-like ways cannot replace the old until we let God smash the old patterns to bits.

3.    Stretch me:  1st century believers asked God for greater boldness rather than to take away persecution.

4.    Lead me:  risky praying when we're comfortable where we are.  

5.    Use me:  make yourself available to God to be used by Him.  Bill Hybels, "Five dangerous prayers and why you should pray them," Today's Christian Woman, July/August 1992, pp. 41-43.
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Sign Gift of Healing


1 Cor. 12:9, 28





Sign to unbelievers: confirms God's power, message and messenger (John 4:47-48). 





Biblical examples include fevers, blindness, leprosy, paralysis, withered limbs, epilepsy, demonic control,  deafness, and even death.  No limitation as to the type of infirmity.





Healing in response to  direct command: "In the name of Jesus . . . “


�


Biblical examples include: laying on of hands (Lk. 4:40). applying clay to the eyes, washing in a pool (Jhn. 9:6-7), physical touch (Lk. 5:13), spoken command (Lk. 5:24), aprons and handkerchiefs (Acts 19:11-12), touching the hem of Jesus' garment (Mt. 9:20-22), saliva applied to the eyes (Mk. 8:23). 





Sometimes personal sin (Acts 11:22-23), or demon activity (Mt. 12:22; Mk. 9:17-27); sometimes sin is not a cause (Jhn. 9:1-7). 





Healings were not always dependent on faith (Acts 3:1-10; John 5:1-9), but they were miraculous and complete.    











Healing instantaneous, total, and complete.
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CAUSES OF ILLNESS 














RESULT








Healing Prayer of Faith - James 5:13-16





Maturity for believers:  teaches patience, comfort, and compassion for others (2 Cor. 1:3-5). 





All types of physical, mental, and emotional illnesses may be included in the prayer of faith for healing (James 5:13-14).











Healing in response to obedience and believing prayer.





1.  Call for the church elders;  


2. Confess faults and sins one to another; 


3.  Elders anoint with oil in the name of the Lord and pray for God's healing touch.  Use of medicine and physicians (Is. 38:21; Jer. 8:22) as well as proper body care are part of God's healing plan. 





Sometimes due to personal sin (Ps. 32:3-5; 1 Cor. 11:28-30); often, sin is not the cause of the infirmity (example: Job). 





Healing may occur instantly or gradually.  God may also say, "No. My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness,“ (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
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