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"God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him." 4:16
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1 John Background.  Though 1 John does not have an opening or closing greeting, it still has a deeply pastoral and personal touch.  The purpose for the book is stated in 1 John 5:13:  "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life." (NIV)  Some have called this the "Family Epistle."  "John is writing here to the family of God.  Father is used 13 times, and little children 11 times." (Tenney)  

Key words include:  light 6 times; love 33 times; life 15 times; fellowship 4 times; know 42 times.   1 John is symphonic rather than logical; constructed like a piece of music rather than a debate.  John selects a theme and stays with it.

2 John warns against hospitality to false teachers while 3 John warns against refusing hospitality to a true teacher.  The vocabulary is consistent between the letters:

Elder:  2 John 1; 3 John 1

Love:  1 John 2:10; 3:1, 10-11, 14-18; 4:7-5:3; 2 John 1, 5-6; 3 John 1, 6

Truth:  1 John 1:6, 8; 2:4, 21, 27; 4:6; 2 John 1-4; 3 John 1, 3-4, 8, 12

Joy:  1 John 1:4; 2 John 12; 3 John 4

Walking in truth:  2 John 4; 3 John 3:4

Same tests for good and evil:  2 John 12 and 3 John 13-14 are almost identical
Gnostics:  "From the Greek word gnosis, meaning 'knowledge,' Gnosticism was a movement that claimed to provide secret knowledge about God.  Its adherents considered the Biblical God, the Creator of the world, to be an inferior god.  In Gnostic teaching the material world was innately evil and thus its Creator a lesser deity.  

1)  The Gnostics denied that their immoral actions were sinful (1:10); 

2)  The Gnostics insisted that the teaching of the apostles was to be supplemented with the 'higher knowledge' they claimed to possess (2:27);

3)  The Gnostics taught that the divine Christ came upon the human Jesus at his baptism and then left him at the cross, so that it was only the man Jesus who died (4:2). 
Forty-two times John used two Greek verbs ordinarily translated 'know.'  One of these verbs is related to the name of the Gnostics, the heretical sect that claimed to have a special knowledge (Greek gnosis) of God."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2025, 2026, 2029. 
1:6,7,8,9,10  If we.  Condition of 3rd class “a highly probable future condition.”

1:7  cleanses.  Grk. katharizei in present tense meaning “continual cleansing.”

1:8  have no sin. A reference to the indwelling principle of sin rather than to acts of sin (Ryrie, p. 1879).

1:8  deceive.  Grk. planao to roam, wander, seduce.  Denial is not a river in Egypt.

1:9 If we confess.  Grk. homologia meaning to agree & pres. active subjunctive “if we keep on confessing & agreeing.”  Forgive.  Grk. aphei,  2 Aor. active subjunctive.  Cleanse.  Grk. katharize “to cleanse” 1 Aor, active, subjunctive to “forgive and cleanse once and for all.”  David Smith observes that the claim to personal perfectionism has two causes, one the stifling of conscience in making God a liar (pseusteôn, the word used of the devil by Jesus in John 8:44), and the other ignorance of God’s word, which is not in us, else we should not make such a claim (ATR). 

1:10  we have not sinned. I.e., we have not committed sin. Even believers sin; if we deny past sin and present guilt, we are deceiving ourselves, mocking God, and not walking in the light (Ryrie, p. 1879).

2:16  The three areas of temptation are the same as Eve’s self-deception in Gen. 3:6.  Eve looked, took, and partook.  “The one who falls into sin is a human; the one who grieves at sin is a saint; the one who boasts of sin is a fool.”

Types of Temptation




  

1 John 2:16

       
Genesis 3

Physical


Lust of the eyes


Delight to the eyes

Emotional


Cravings



             Good for food


Intellectual


Pride of life



Make one wise 

3:18 need (Grk. chreia):  root of the word is employment and this indicates a lack of employment.  This implies a willingness to work.
5:6 "The majority of interpreters see water and blood as summing up the totality of Jesus' humanity and ministry on Earth.  His baptism (water) and crucifixion (blood) frame his ministry.  John was reacting to the Gnostic heretics of his day who taught that the heavenly Christ descended upon the man Jesus at baptism but departed before he was crucified.  Hence, John explained, Jesus came not only by baptismal water but also through the blood of the cross."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2029.
5:16 "In the context of this letter, directed against Gnostic teaching which denied the incarnation and threw off all moral restraints.  It is probably that the 'sin that leads to death' is a reference to the Gnostics' adamant and persistent denial of the truth and to their shameless immorality."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2030.
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"This is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands.” vs. 6
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1:1 chosen lady and her children.  Either an actual person with real children or a small church and its members.  The first seems most likely.  "Observe John's way of addressing her:  '. . . Now I ask you lady . . .' (v. 5); 'If any one comes to you . . . do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting' (v. 10); '. . . I hope to come to you and speak face to face . . .' (v. 12); 'The children of your chosen sister greet you' (v. 13)."  Charles Swindoll, "A Postcard to a Lady and Her Kids," p. 5. 

1:7 "'Make sure your love has limits.' . . . Truth and discernment are the banks between which love must flow. . . . Significantly, John used the word truth five times."  Charles Swindoll, "A Postcard to a Lady and Her Kids," p. 6. 
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“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth." v. 4
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1:9-10 Diotrephes.  The dictatorial motive of Diotrephes--"loves to be first."  Characteristics of the church dictator include:  1) does not listen; 2) rejects authority; 3) maligns others; 4) attempts to control others; 5) rejects others.

1:14 The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.  Abraham Lincoln said, "The better part of one's life consists of his friendships."  Robert Louis Stevenson, "We are all travelers in the wilderness of this world, and the best that we find in our travels is an honest friend."
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