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"To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before

his glorious presence without fault and with great joy--" Jude 24
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Introduction to Jude.  The vocabulary is similar to James:  graphic and gripping.  The figures of speech are from the outdoors, and the Greek is rugged and forceful.  A key word is "keep" (vs. 1, 6, 21, 24).  

The character of the apostates:  

1)  Their infiltration:  4-crept in unnoticed; 12-hidden reefs

2)  Their value system:  11-money; 12-caring for themselves; 16-flattering for sake of advantage; 19-worldly minded 

3)  Their attitudes:  16-arrogant speech; 8-reject authority; 11-like Korah; 16-grumblers; 16-fault finding; 19-cause divisions

4)  Their morality:  4-licentiousness; 8-defile the flesh; 12-shame is like foam

5)  Their doctrine:  4-deny our Lord Jesus Christ; 8-revile angelic majesties; 10-revile what they do not understand; 12-13-carried along by winds, like wandering stars

6)  Their spiritual condition:  4-ungodly; 12-fruitless; 19-devoid of the Spirit  

1:3 contend for the faith.  With the definite article, this indicates "the faith" consisting of the entire body of Christian truth in the Scriptures.

1:6-7 These fallen angels left their “own domain” and “abandoned their proper abode.”  Whatever took place, the phrases “just as” and “in the same way” connects the activity of the angels with the gross immorality of Sodom and Gomorrah.  "Thus the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was seeking union with 'different flesh' in a way similar to what the 'sons of God' (angels?) did (Gen. 6:2) when they mingled with 'the daughters of men' (humans).  Normally angels do not marry, nor do they have substantial bodies, though at times they have assumed bodies or appeared in a bodily form as divine messengers (Gen. 19:1ff.; Zech. 1:9ff.; 2:1ff.; Matt. 28:2ff.; Mark 16:5; Luke 24:4ff.; John 20:12ff.; Acts 1:10f.).  In Genesis 19 angelic messengers in the form of men visited Sodom; and the men of the city, motivated by their homosexuality and supposing the messengers to be men, desired them.  So they 'went after different flesh.'  God destroyed the cities of the plain by raining fire and brimstone from heaven on the cities (Gen 19:24)—possibly the divine use of a natural catastrophe associated with the volcanic activity of the area.  Frank E. Gaebelein, General Editor, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 12 (Grand Rapids, Michigan:  The Zondervan Corporation, 1981), p. 360.

1:14 coming with 1000 upon 1000 of his holy ones.  1000 x 1000 = 100,000 angels.  See Zech. 14:5.  The holy ones are probably angels though it is possible that they are believers returning with the Lord.
1:16 fault finding.  A subtle form of pride.
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