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Revelation background.  First century Christians interpreted Babylon as Rome.   Rome was the beast with authority over the known world (13:7); the "mark" (13:16-17) was the imperial seal stamped on wills, contracts, bills of sale, and other documents; the beast, Rome, was drunk with the blood of saints and martyrs (17:5-6), and Rome was seated on seven hills (17:9).  "Once a year everyone in the Empire had to appear before the magistrates in order to burn a pinch of incense to the godhead of Caesar, and to say:  'Caesar is Lord.'  After he had done that, a man might go away and worship any god or goddess he liked, so long as that worship did not infringe decency and good order; . . . with the coming of Domitian (A.D. 81-96) there came a complete change.  Domitian was a devil.  He was the worst of all things--a cold-blooded persecutor.  With the exception of the mad Caligula, he was the first Emperor to take his divinity seriously, and to demand Caesar worship. . . . When he arrived in the theatre with his empress, the crowd were urged to rise and shout:  "All hail to our Lord and his Lady!"  He enacted that he himself was a god.  He informed all provincial governors that government announcements and proclamations must begin:  'Our Lord and God Domitian commands . . .'  Everyone who addressed him in speech or in writing must begin:  'Lord and God.'" (Barclay).  

"Patmos is a small island off the coast of Asia Minor, approximately 36 miles (58 km) southwest of Miletus.  It has a bare, mountainous terrain, with Mount Elias, at 800 feet (243 m) as its highest point.  Patmos served as a place of banishment during the Roman period.  Tradition holds that the apostle John, by that time an old man, was exiled to Patmos during the fourteenth year of the reign of Emperor Domitian (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 3:18-20). . . . Eusebius (A.D. 265-340) reported that John was ultimately released from Patmos under the emperor Nerva (96-98)." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2045-2046.
Interpretative Schools of Thought

Preterist School:  Revelation relates only to events of the day when it was written.  The imagery in the book has no bearing on the future; instead, the writer is expressing moral indignation over conditions of the day.  This is the general view of liberal scholars.    

Idealist School (allegorical):  Revelation is no more than the continuing struggle between good and evil.  The value of the book is spiritual, and the graphic images of the book are interpreted allegorically; the symbols do not represent past or future events.  This predictive value of the book is ignored and lost with this approach.

Historicist School:  Revelation outlines in symbolic form the entire course of history from the first century to the present age.  The breakup of the Roman empire, the crusades, the great reformation, and other events are assigned a variety of interpretations from the book of Revelation.  There is wide disagreement among those who hold this view as to what events represent the various symbols in the book.
Futurist School:  Revelation is treated literally for the most part.  Rev. 2-3 describes seven actual historical churches; Rev. 4-19 sets forth the events of the seven-year Great Tribulation followed by the return of Christ; Rev. 20-22 presents the one thousand year reign of Christ on earth, the judgments, and the new heaven and earth.
Millennial Views
Postmillennial view:  the thousand years are figurative of a long interval that precedes the coming of Christ.  The gospel will triumph followed by a reign of peace until Christ returns in final judgment.  The basic premise of this view is that the world will get better and better as the gospel spreads and this will be the millennial age.  Two world wars brought a stunning blow to this view.  
Amillennial view:  the millennium is non-existent as an actual period of time.  Christ may return at any time, and believers will be removed from the earth, the separating of the sheep and goats.  Prophecies regarding the promised millennial kingdom are allegorized, and the church inherits the kingdom promises given to Israel.     
Premillennial view:  Christ will return personally to establish His kingdom on earth.  The righteous dead will be raised, and they will reign personally with Christ for a thousand years.
Special Features
1.  Revelation offers a blessing to the reader (1:3) and a warning to those who tamper with the contents (22:18-19). 
2.  Revelation is not a sealed book (22:10) as Daniel was (Dan. 12:9)--it is an "unveiling" or "apocalypse."
3.  Revelation is like a great central station where the various line of prophecy come together.  Revelation is a consummation of the great themes of prophecy.
4.  Westcott and Hort note that of the 404 verses, 278 contain reference to the Old Testament.  Tenney adds that there are no less than 400 allusions to the OT without any direct citations.  The most frequently cited OT book in Revelation:  Daniel is the most frequent followed by Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Psalms.
5.   Revelation has numerous symbols from the natural world:  horses, locust, lion, leopard, bear, frog, eagle, scorpion, vulture, fish, birds, trees, grass, sky, sea, sun, moon, stars, thunder, lightning, hail, rivers, and seas.

6.  Numbers play a prominent role in the book of Revelation:  2, 3, 3 1/2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 12, 24, 42, 144, 666, 1,000, 1,260, 1,600, 7,000, 12,000, 144,000, 100,000,000, and 200,000,000.  The number 7 appears 54 times.
7.   Revelation speaks of angels more often than any other book in the New Testament.  The church (Grk. ecclesia) is prominent in Rev. 2-3, but conspicuously absent in Rev. 4-18.  The church is mentioned again in Rev. 19:7-8.      
1:1 Revelation of Jesus Christ.  The book is sometimes labeled the Revelation of John, but it is more accurately called the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  In 1903, C. I. Scofield wrote, "The book is so written that as the actual time of these events approach, the current events will unlock the meaning of the book."

1:4 him who is, and who was, and who is to come.  Present, imperfect, and future tense of the verb "to be."

1:5 firstborn from the dead.  Christ is the first of those who will be resurrected and given immortal bodies.

1:7 he is coming with the clouds.  ". . . the Bible says at least seven times that Christ will return in or with clouds."  Hebrews 12:1 describes the great cloud of witnesses that have preceded us to heaven.  "First Thessalonians 3:13 and Jude verse 14 state that Christ will return to earth with multitudes of saints.  It's this throng of believers in Christ which I believe John is picturing as 'clouds' in Revelation 1:7."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 17-18.  
1:19 This is a simple outline of the book of Revelation.  "what you have seen" (chpt. 1); "what is now" (chpts. 2-3); "what will take place later" (chpts. 4-22). 
In a sense, the letters to the seven churches are like form letters. Each letter is formulated with seven elements:  

Revelation 2-3.  The seven churches are in a traveling circuit which would be the normal order of visiting each church.  John may have visited them in this order.  In each address to the churches, these features are included:   

1.  Christ identifies the addressee:  "To the angel of the church in …”  

2.  Christ, as speaker, is identified:  “These are the words of him who …”  

3.  Christ’s knowledge about each church is noted.  

4.  Christ’s evaluation of each church’s condition is spelled out.  

5.  Christ’s command to each church is given.  

6.  Christ’s call is given: “Anyone who is willing to hear should listen.”  

7.  Christ’s promise is given: “To the victorious, I will give.”  

Two letters have no commendation; two letters have no rebukes. 
2:1-7:  The City of Ephesus.  Loss of first love was the danger in the Ephesus Church.  Ephesus was the principal city of Asia Minor--and probably of the entire eastern section of the Roman Empire.  It was virile and aggressive at this time, while the culture of Athens was decadent, and the commercialism of Corinth was corroded with immorality.  Ephesus was the center of the worship of Artemis, and the Temple of Diana was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, being the largest Greek temple ever constructed (418 feet long by 239 feet wide with 120 columns, each 60 feet high).  The image of Artemis was a squat, many-breasted, black figure, and it was considered to be one of the most sacred images in the ancient world.  Ephesus also had famous temples to the Roman Emperors, Claudius and Nero.

Ephesus was built over a marsh on an artificial foundation of skins and charcoal so that it was not affected by earthquakes.  William Barclay, The Revelation of John, p. 70-73; Eadie, Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians.

2:8-11:  The City of Smyrna.  Suffering was the challenge for the Church in Smyrna.  Smyrna was considered a lovely city, and it stood at the end of an inlet of the sea which a land-locked harbor in the heart of the city.  "Behind the city there rose the Pagos, a hill covered with temples and noble buildings.  These noble buildings encircled Smyrna's hill, and they were spoken of as "The Crown of Smyrna."  Smyrna knew all about crowns (verse 10), for that was the very name by which men called the buildings on the hill. . . . Aristides likened it to a great statue with the feet in the sea; the middle parts in the plain and the foothills; and the head, crowned with great buildings, on the Pagos behind.  Aristides called Smyrna a flower of beauty such as earth and sun had never showed to mankind.'"  

Smyrna was one of the very few planned cities in the world. . . . Most famous of all the streets was the Street of Gold, which began with the Temple of Zeus and ended with the Temple of Cybele.  It ran, as it were, cross-wise across the foothills of the Pagos; and, if the buildings which encircled the Pagos were the crown of Smyrna, the Street of Gold was the necklace round the hill.  Polycarp was the Bishop of Smyrna, and he was martyred on Saturday, 23rd February, A.D. 155.   William Barclay, The Revelation of John, p. 89-95. 
Smyrna, like Ephesus, was a proud and beautiful city. Smyrna also had earned the right to be self-governing. It had a large library, stadium, and the largest public theater in Asia. Mount Pagus rose above the harbor with an acropolis built on it that was considered the city’s “crown.” A famous “Golden Street” traversed the city with a temple to Zeus at one end and a temple to a local goddess Sipylene (Cybele) at the other. Other temples to Apollo, Asclepius, and Aphrodite lined the way.  Perhaps even more important, the city had become a center for the cult of emperor worship. Smyrna received permission (over several other cities who requested) to build a temple to the emperor Tiberius in 23 B.C.  Under the emperor Domitian (who ruled from a.d. 81 to 96), emperor worship was required for all Roman citizens. Those who refused could receive the death penalty. Once a year, all citizens were required to burn incense on an altar to Caesar, after which they would receive a certificate proving that they had done their civil duty. While this was more an act of political loyalty than a religious act, the citizen had to say, while burning the incense, “Caesar is lord.” Many Christians considered this act blasphemous and refused to do it.  In addition to being a center for the imperial cult, Smyrna also had a large Jewish population that actively opposed the Christians. Thus, the church in this city struggled against two hostile forces: a Gentile population that was loyal to Rome and supported emperor worship and a large Jewish population strongly opposed to Christianity. Persecution and suffering were inevitable in that kind of environment. Years later, in a.d. 156, the eighty-six-year-old church father, Polycarp, was burned alive as “the twelfth martyr of Smyrna.” Obviously, the church in Smyrna was persecuted.  Life Application Bible Commentary  "Many Bible interpreters believe that the 'ten days of persecution' apply prophetically to the ten eras of persecution under ten diabolical Caesars:  Nero, A.D. 64-68; Domitian, who exiled John to Patmos about 90-95; Trajan, 104-117; Aurelius, 161-180; Severus, 200-211; Maximus, 235-237; Decius, 250-253; Valerian, 257-260; Aurelian, 270-275; Diocletian, 303-312."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 37.   

2:12-17:  The City of Pergamum.  Compromise was the challenge for the Church in Pergamum.  This was the center of Caesar worship for the province of Asia.  " . . . it became the law that once a year every Roman citizen should go to the temple of the Emperor, burn a pinch of incense to the godhead of Caesar, and say:  "Caesar is Lord."  Having done that, the citizen was given a written certificate to prove that he had made this act of worship."  William Barclay, The Revelation of John, p. 106-123. 

Pergamum, a sophisticated city and center of Greek culture and education, boasted a 200,000-volume library that was second only to the famous library in Alexandria in Egypt. According to legend, when Pergamum tried to lure away from Alexandria one of its librarians, the king in Alexandria stopped exporting papyrus to Pergamum. This embargo resulted in Pergamum’s development of what became known as parchment, a writing material made from animal skins.  Pergamum was the center of four of the most important gods of the day—Zeus, Athene, Dionysus, and Asclepius. The city’s chief god was Asclepius, whose symbol was a serpent and who was considered the god of healing. People came to Pergamum from all over the world to seek healing from this god.  The city was also a center for the imperial cult. While Smyrna had built temples to the emperor, Pergamum was the first city to receive permission to build a temple dedicated to a governing emperor, Augustus, whose temple was built in 29 b.c.  The proconsul of Pergamum had been granted the rare power known as “the right of the sword,” meaning that he could perform executions. To the church in this city, Christ described himself as him who has the sharp, doubled-edged sword (1:16). Just as the sword was a symbol of Rome’s authority and judgment, Jesus’ sharp, double-edged sword represents God’s ultimate authority and judgment. Only Christ has ultimate power over life and death.  Revelation 2:13 “I know where you are living, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding fast to my name, and you did not deny your faith in me even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan lives.” (nrsv) As the center for four idolatrous cults (those of Zeus, Athene, Dionysius, and Asclepius), Pergamum was called the city where Satan’s throne is. Idolatry is satanic. Surrounded by the worship of idols and of the Roman emperor as god, the church at Pergamum refused to renounce its faith. The believers held fast to the name of Christ, even after Satan’s worshipers had killed one of their members.  Life Application Bible Commentary    

2:18-29:  The City of Thyatira.  Tolerance was the challenge for the Church in Thyatira.  Thyatira lies in the long valley which connects the valleys of the Hermus and the Caicus rivers.  The city was noted for its trade guilds and the cloth dyeing industry.  William Barclay, The Revelation of John, p. 125-126.  Thyatira was a working person’s town, a center for manufacturing. The city was filled with many trade guilds for commerce such as cloth making, dyeing, leatherworking, bronzeworking, and pottery making. Lydia, Paul’s first convert in Philippi, was a merchant from Thyatira (Acts 16:14). The city was not important as a center for any temples to particular gods, although Apollo was worshiped as a guardian of the city. This was combined with the required worship of the emperor, considered an incarnation of Apollo and thus a son of Zeus himself. Besides Apollo, each guild appears to have had its own patron deity with its own festivals.  Christ’s description of himself as the speaker to this church is that he is the Son of God. This sets him against Apollo and the emperor, who were said to be sons of the chief god, Zeus. This title is used nowhere else in Revelation. This Son of God has eyes of blazing fire and feet of burnished bronze (see 1:14-15; see also Daniel 10:6). The blazing eyes indicate the penetrating power of his vision; the feet of bronze indicate strength for executing judgment.  Life Application Bible Commentary    

3:1-6:  The City of Sardis.  The challenge for the Church in Sardis was to wake up.  The original city was 1500 feet high, and this made the city almost impregnable.  Cyrus initiated an attack of the city, and offered a reward to anyone who would find an entry into Sardis.  When a soldier reached the top, he found the city unguarded--they thought themselves to safe to need a guard.  The city was known for its wealth and was a center for the wool trade.  William Barclay, The Revelation of John, p. 142-145. 

The wealthy city of Sardis was actually in two locations. The city had been built on a mountain. When its population outgrew that spot, a newer section had been built in the valley below. The newer section of the city boasted a theater, a stadium, and a huge temple to Artemis that had been started but never finished. The older city on the mountain had an acropolis and had become an emergency refuge for the city’s inhabitants when under attack. Sardis was also known for its impressive necropolis, or cemetery, with hundreds of burial mounds.  Sardis had been one of the most powerful cities in the ancient world due to heavy trade among the Aegean islands. Gold and silver coins were first minted at Sardis. The city also claimed to have discovered the art of dyeing wool. A devastating earthquake in a.d. 17 had destroyed the city and several others in the area (including Philadelphia and Laodicea).  The original city had been virtually impregnable because of its natural rock walls that were nearly vertical on three sides. Sardis had only been sacked twice in its history, although it had been attacked several times because of its strategic location. The city was first defeated by the Persian general Cyrus in the sixth century b.c. One of the Persian soldiers had observed a soldier from Sardis making his way up the winding road into the city. The people of Sardis thought they were safe in the upper city on the mountain, but Cyrus’s soldiers climbed the cliffs. After Cyrus’s victory, Sardis became the capital of Persia. Later, in the third century b.c., the city was conquered again the same way by Antiochus the Great. A few of his soldiers climbed the mountain, entered the city, and opened its gates to the invading army.  Sardis had declined, however, by the time of the Roman Empire. Sardis had requested the honor of building a temple to Caesar, but they were refused, and the honor went to Smyrna instead. The wealth of the city eventually led to moral decadence. The city had become lethargic, its past splendor a decaying memory.  Christ had no words of commendation for this church. It seems to have been untroubled by heresy from within or persecution from without. Yet this church had compromised with its pagan surroundings. Thus, Christ’s words to the church paralleled the city’s history—you have a reputation for being alive—but you are dead.  Life Application Bible Commentary    
3:7-13:  The City of Philadelphia.  An open door was the challenge for the Church in Philadelphia.  Strabo describes Philadelphia as a "city full of earthquakes."  Sir W. M. Ramsay says of Philadelphia that it was "the center for the diffusion of Greek language and Greek letters in a peaceful land, and by peaceful means."  Today, there is a church in Philadelphia with about 1000 Christians. William Barclay, The Revelation of John, p. 158-159.  Philadelphia had been founded by the citizens of Pergamum in a frontier area as a gateway to the central plateau of Asia Minor. Trade routes leading to Mysia, Lydia, and Phrygia merged in Philadelphia. Rome’s imperial postal route also went through Philadelphia, earning the city the name Gateway to the East. Plains to the north were suitable for growing grapes, so Philadelphia’s economy was based on agriculture and industry. The earthquake of a.d.17 that had destroyed Sardis had also been particularly devastating to Philadelphia because the city was near a fault line, and it had suffered many aftershocks. This kept the people worried, causing most of them to live outside the city limits.  After the earthquake, Philadelphia received help for rebuilding from Rome. In appreciation, the citizens changed the name of the city to Neocaesarea. Later, the name became Flavia, and then Little Athens because of its many temples and religious festivals. Grapes were an important crop for Philadelphia, and wine-making was an important industry. Worship of Dionysus may have been the main religion.  Philadelphia was a small church in a difficult area with no prestige and no wealth, discouraged because it hadn’t grown. But Christ had no words of rebuke for this small, seemingly insignificant church, and he described himself to the church in Philadelphia as him who is holy and true. This title (also translated “Holy One”) was a familiar title for God (see Isaiah 40:25; Habakkuk 3:3; Mark 1:24; John 6:69).  For Christ to hold the key of David means that he has the authority to open the door to his future kingdom. This alludes to an event recorded in Isaiah 22:15-25 when the official position of secretary of state in Judah was taken from Shebna and given to Eliakim. God through Isaiah said to Eliakim: “I will give him the key to the house of David—the highest position in the royal court. He will open doors, and no one will be able to shut them; he will close doors, and no one will be able to open them” (Isaiah 22:22 nlt). Christ holds absolute power and authority over entrance into his future kingdom. After the door is opened, no one can shut it—salvation is assured. Once it is shut, no one can open it—judgment is certain.  Life Application Bible Commentary    
3:14-22:  The City of Laodicea.  Lukewarmness was the challenge for the Church in Laodicea.  The Lycus Valley was notorious for earthquakes, and the cities had been destroyed more than once.  They were so rich they rose from the ruins without the financial help of the Roman government, and John wrote that the Laodicea church thought they had need of nothing (Rev. 3:17).  The River Lycus was impregnated with chalk resulting in amazing natural formations.  The chalky waters made them especially suitable for dyeing cloth.  Colosse was so famous for this trade that a dye was called by its name.  The area also had fertile volcanic ground.  Laodicea was the political center of the district.  Hierapolis had a notable spa.  In the volcanic area, there many chasms and hot vapors and springs which were famous for medicinal quality.

Directly opposite Laodicea, on the other bank of the Lycus, and in full view, stood Hierapolos.  Hierapolis was famous for its hot mineral springs.  The white lime-encrusted cliff over which the hot springs flowed was one of the first things to meet the eye.  These mineral springs with their chemical content was nauseating in their taste and in their smell.  The person who would drink the water would become physically sick.

Laodicea considered itself to self sufficient spiritually.  

Laodicea became one of the great financial and banking centers of the ancient world.  In AD 61, Laodicea suffered a devastating earthquake.  Proudly, they refused any assistance from Rome and rebuilt on their own.  Laodicea became so wealthy they didn’t need God.

Laodicea was a great center for cloth manufacturing, and they mass produced outer garments.  They were so proud of their manufacturing of clothing that they didn’t realize their spiritual nakedness in the sight of God.

Laodicea was also famous for its medical center.  In particular, they were well known for the eye salve, the tephra phrygia, which they produced and exported throughout the known world.  Little did they realize their spiritual blindness before God.  Rev. 3:18 refers to "gold . . . white garments . . . eye salve." These perhaps refer to the city's three main sources of wealth--banking, production of wool cloth, and medicines.  Laodicea was a center for making medicines, including a tablet that was powdered, mixed with water, and smeared on the eyes. 

Paul did not visit Colossae or Laodicea, and the churches were likely founded from the outreach from Ephesus.  William Barclay, The Revelation of John, p. 173-182.   
Laodicea was the wealthiest of the seven cities. The city was known for its banks, its manufacture of a rare black wool, and a medical school that produced eye salve. Laodicea lay at the juncture of two major trade routes between Rome and the Orient. The main road from Ephesus on the coast into Asia ran through Laodicea, as did the route from the capital of the province in Pergamum to the Mediterranean coast.  The great earthquake of a.d.17 that had destroyed Philadelphia and Sardis also destroyed Laodicea. But while the other cities had accepted financial help from Rome for rebuilding, Laodicea had enough wealth to rebuild on its own. Unfortunately, the city had a poor water supply. A six-mile long aqueduct brought water to the city from the south, so by the time it reached the city, the water was lukewarm. The city was a center for the imperial cult as well as for the worship of Asclepius (god of healing) and Zeus (chief of the gods). The city also had a fairly large Jewish population.  The church may have been founded by Epaphras (see Colossians 4:12). It is not known whether Paul ever visited the city, although he did write them a letter, and the letter to the Colossians was read by the Laodiceans (Colossians 4:16).  To this church, Christ is described as the Amen, the faithful and true witness. The word “amen” signals an acknowledgment of something true and binding. Christ was true and faithful, but the Laodiceans were not. They were rich and powerful, but they were not “faithful and true.”  This allusion to the Laodicean water supply is a fitting metaphor for the activities of this church. Laodicea had always had a problem with its water supply. The city of Hierapolis, to the northwest, was famous for its hot mineral springs. An aqueduct had been built to bring water to the city from the hot springs. But by the time the water reached the city, it was neither hot nor refreshingly cool—only lukewarm and filled with minerals (impure), so it tasted terrible. According to Christ, these believers were neither cold nor hot; instead, they were merely lukewarm, as bland as the tepid water that came into the city.  Many have thought that this cold and hot refers to spirituality—and that Christ would rather have “cold” people (without faith at all, or without any sort of growth) than “lukewarm” believers (who believe some). They take the word “cold” to be negative and “hot” to be positive, with “lukewarm” in between. Instead, both “cold” and “hot” should be taken as positive. Christ wished that the church had cold, refreshing purity or hot, therapeutic value, but it had neither. They were lukewarm.  

Laodicea was known for its great wealth, but Christ told the Laodiceans to buy their gold from him; then they would have real spiritual treasures (see 1 Timothy 6). They had fool’s gold in their bank accounts, gold from this world with no spiritual or eternal value. Only with Christ’s gold would they be rich.  The city was proud of its cloth and dyeing industries. They had developed a black wool that had become famous all over the Roman Empire and was bringing huge prices. Although they had wealth in their clothing, they were naked before God. They were self-centered. But Christ told them to purchase white robes (his righteousness) from him. That alone would keep the shame of [their] nakedness from being seen.  Laodicea prided itself on its precious eye salve that healed many eye problems, but they were spiritually blind. Christ told them to get salve from him to heal their eyes so they could see the truth (John 9:39).  Life Application Bible Commentary
Some scholars believe the seven churches have prophetic application for periods of church history as follows:
Ephesus

33-100 AD    
Church with correct doctrine but loss of first love

Smyrna

100-312 AD

Church era of great persecution and suffering
Pergamos
312-590 AD

Church of compromise due to merger with the state under Constantine
Thyatira

590-1517 AD
Dark ages in church with image-worship and superstition

Sardis

1517-1750 AD
The Great Reformation of the church
Philadelphia
1750-1925 AD
The great missionary era of the church

Laodicea

1900-Tribulation
 Lukewarm condition of the church

4:1 The voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, . . ."  Trumpets in the Bible announced events of great significance, and the rapture trumpet is probably indicated here (1 Thess. 4:13-18).  The church is mentioned 19 times in Revelation 1-3, but not once in chapters 4-19.    
4:5 seven spirits of God.  Sevenfold characteristics of the Holy Spirit (Is. 11:2):  1) the Spirit of the Lord; 2) the Spirit of Wisdom; 3) the Spirit of Understanding; 4) the Spirit of Counsel; 5) the Spirit of Might; 6) the Spirit of Knowledge; 7) the Spirit of the Fear of the Lord.  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 70.   

4:10 lay their crowns before the throne.  Crown of life is a martyr's crown (James 1:12); crown of glory is a faithful pastor's crown (1 Pt. 5:4); crown of righteousness for those eagerly expecting Christ's appearing (2 Tim. 4:8); crown of rejoicing for leading others to Christ (Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19)

5:1 scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.  "Sealing a scroll was a common and important practice in Biblical times.  The wills of both Emperor Vespasian and Caesar Augustus, for example, were secured with seven seals.

"For such a document, a scribe would procure a long roll of parchment and begin writing.  After a period of writing he would stop, roll the parchment enough to cover his words, and seal the scroll at that point with wax.  Then he would resume writing, stop again, roll the scroll, and add another seal.  By the time he was finished, he would have sealed the scroll seven times.  The scroll would be read a section at a time, after each seal was opened.  

"Why was this process used?  Evidently it was to prevent unauthorized persons from tampering with the scroll or reading and revealing its contents.  Only a 'worthy' person--that is, someone with proper authority--could have legal access to the scroll's message. . . . As John looked at this great scroll and sensed its importance, he wept uncontrollably because no man could be found who was untainted with Adam's sin.  No man or angel in the universe could claim the right to open this scroll. . . . In this chapter John is going to reveal the one Person who qualifies to pay the redemption price of man's lost inheritance."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 75-76.  Today, this would be like a computer message with seven secret passwords required to access the material.
"John's tears represent the tears of all God's people through all the centuries.  They're the tears of Adam and Eve as they view the still form of their dead son, Abel, and sense the awful consequence of their disobedience.  They are the tears of the children of Israel in bondage as they cried to God for deliverance from their affliction and slavery.  They're the sobs and tears wrung from the heart and soul of God's people as they have stood beside the graves of loved ones and experienced the indescribable heartaches and disappointments of life.

"Such is the curse that sin has laid upon God's beautiful creation.  No wonder John wept so fervently.  If no redeemer could be found to remove the curse, it meant that God's creation was forever consigned to remain in the hands of Satan." W. A. Criswell, Expository Sermons on Revelation, Zondervan, 1969.   

5:5-6 the Lion of the Tribe of Judah . . . I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain.  An appropriate description of the two roles of Jesus Christ, the helpless lamb as a sacrifice for the sins of the world, and the all-powerful lion, the king of the beasts.

5:11 angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.  10,000 X 10,000 + 1,000’s = 100 million + thousands.

5:12 Lamb (Grk. arnios, a little, pet lamb).  The word is used in only one other place in the New Testament--when Jesus told Peter to take care of His lambs (John 21:15).  When Israel prepared for the Passover, they were told to choose a lamb perfect for its beauty and perfection.  For four days, they were to take the lamb into their family as their special pet.  The little lamb would be loved, petted, cuddled, and caressed as a member of the family.  W. A. Criswell, Expository Sermons on Revelation, Zondervan, 1969. 

6:1-2 First Seal:  white horse.  "In the symbology fo the ancient world a white steed stood for conquest.  When a victor triumphantly entered a newly-conquered kingdom he would invariably ride a white horse.  The conquering Antichrist carries with him a warrior's bow, symbolizing his control over the weapons of war.  On his head rests a crown, for he has succeeded in conquering more and more of the peoples of the earth."  
6:3-4 Second Seal:  horse that was red.  This symbolizes war that ensues following the pseudo-peace of the Antichrist.

6:5-6 Third Seal:  black horse.  This seems to symbolize worldwide financial catastrophe as food and other commodities become more and more scarce.
A denarius was a day's wages.  Barley was the food of the poor while the oil and the wine were luxury items.

6:7-8 Fourth Seal:  pale horse.  This seems to symbolize death on a massive scale.  "Dr. Carl Sagan, the noted astronomer, summarized a report by the World Health Organization on the dangers of a nuclear holocaust for Parade magazine in 1983.  In part he wrote, '. . . in a recent detailed study chaired by Sune K. Bergstrom (the 1982 Nobel laureate in physiology and medicine), (WHO) concludes that 1.1 billion people would be killed outright in such a nuclear war, mainly in the United states, the Soviet Union, Europe, China and Japan.  An additional 1.1 billion would suffer serious injuries and radiation sickness, for which medical help would be unavailable."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 97. 
6:9-11 Fifth Seal:  martyrdom of Tribulation saints.  
6:12-17 Sixth Seal:  great earthquake. . . . sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red.  "The Apostle John's description of the sun becoming black as sackcloth and the moon becoming like blood perfectly describes the phenomena that would result from massive amounts of dust and debris blown into the sky by multiple nuclear bursts.  The 'Nuclear Winter' scenarios described by Dr. Carl Sagan and other prominent scientists would also result from this same condition."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 98.  
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The Circum-Pacific Belt (sometimes called the "ring of  fire") accounts for more than 3/4 of the world's earthquakes.  It goes from the tip of South America to North America across to Asia through Indonesia and into the South Pacific up into Central Asia.

6:13 stars of heaven that fell to the earth.  "This word for a star can refer to either a star or a meteor.  In this verse it seems more likely that meteors are intended.  When meteors first strike the atmosphere of the earth they glow with a fiery red color."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 97. 
6:14 The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.  "Do you know what happens in a nuclear explosion?  The atmosphere rolls back on itself!  It's this tremendous rush of air back into the vacuum that causes much of the destruction of a nuclear explosion."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 98.
7:1 four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth.  If the world's wind patterns are changed, the result would be radical effects on weather worldwide.  In 1983, El Nino brought havoc around the globe with major changes in weather patterns.

7:2 "Ancient documents were folded and tied, and a lump of clay was pressed over the knot.  The sender would then stamp the hardening clay with his signet ring or roll it with a cylinder seal, which authenticated and protected the contents."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2055.

7:4 one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed.  The 144,000 are likely "these brothers of mine" Jesus referred to in Mt. 25:31-46.  The 144,000 are not Jehovah's Witnesses or Mormon leaders or the church.  Herbert W. Armstrong and Garner Ted Armstrong have popularized a view of British Israelites--ten tribes who supposedly intermarried and turned into modern Anglo-Saxons.  The 144,000 are Jews.
7:9 The selection of 144,000 Jews is followed by those saved from every nation and tribe.  God's salvation is universal.  

7:14 washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  The spiritual significance of baptism:  our sin stained life is washed in the blood of the Lamb, and we are made white and clean.

8:4 See Ps. 141:2, Rev. 5:8.
8:7 a third of the earth . . . a third of the trees . . . all the green grass was burned up.  The most likely cause would be thermonuclear warfare producing massive devastation and described by John as "hail and fire, mixed with blood."

8:8-9 great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea.  This sounds ominously like the explosion of a hydrogen bomb.  In fact, not much else fits this description.  If thermonuclear missiles were targeted toward naval vessels, the result could be the destruction of one third of the ships.

8:12 a third of the sun . . . the moon . . . the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened.  Scientists from the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory gave this description at the third annual conference on the worldwide effects of a nuclear holocaust (reported in the San Francisco Examiner):  "Within a few weeks of an all-out nuclear war, a devastating freeze would settle on the Northern Hemisphere.  Massive amounts of soot from burning cities and forests would diffuse through the atmosphere, blotting out the sun.  High noon would look like the dead of night.  The average temperature would drop as much as 72 degrees at the centers of the continents in the Northern Hemisphere.  Although slightly warmer temperatures would be found on the coast, the average North American temperature might be 15 degrees.  The freeze would last from several weeks to several month."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 120-121.
9:1 star from heaven which had fallen to the earth.  This star is a person, none other than Satan (Is. 14:12).  Satan opens the bottomless pit and unleashes demons with a leader called "Abaddon" and "Apollyon," meaning "destroyer."  The demonic locust have scorpion-like stingers.
9:5 "'Five months' is a limited period of time suggested by the life cycle of the locust or the duration of the dry season (spring through late summer, about five months), in which the danger of a locust invasion is always present in this part of the world."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2058.

9:6 "Cornelius Gallus, a Roman poet living in the first century B.C., wrote:  'Worse than any wound is the wish to die and yet not be able to do so.'"  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2058.

9:14 Euphrates.  "The first human sin was committed right at this Euphrates region, in the Garden of Eden. . . . The Romans, Greeks, and Babylonians always considered the Euphrates River the boundary line between the east and the West.  Rudyard Kipling put it succinctly:  "East is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 127.

9:16 two hundred million.  There weren’t even that many people on the earth when John wrote this down.  Time (5-21-65, p. 35) stated that the Red Chinese Army was 200 million strong.  "The documents (secret Chinese military plans) make clear that the Red Chinese leaders believe they cannot be defeated by long-range nuclear weapons--such as U.S. missles--and if they were invaded they would rely on their vast military manpower.  One estimate is that in April, 1961, there were supposed to be 200 million armed and organized militiamen."  John H. Hightower, dateline Washington, D.C., April 28, 1964, Associated Press.  Cited by Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 127.  
9:16 sorceries (Grk. pharmakia):  source of the word pharmacy, literally drugs + witchcraft.
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[image: image3.emf]11:1-2  measure the temple of God.  The Temple plays a significant part in the Tribution (cf. 2 Thess. 2:4; Dan. 9:24-27).  f you want to see World War III get off to a fast start, simply propose moving the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem to a new location so the Jews can rebuild the Temple.  
The most obvious evidence that the golden Dome of the Rock could not be over the Temple site (as had been almost universally believed) is its proximity to the Eastern gate. Every ancient document describing the Temple placed the Eastern gate exactly on the east/west centerline of the Temple itself. The Dome of the Rock is at least 150 meters south of that centerline.
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A little domed cupola sitting inconspicuously on the northwest corner of the present Temple platform has turned out to be the most important structure on the Temple Mount. It is called the "Dome of the Tablets" and also the "Dome of the Spirits." It covers one of the only two exposed protrusions of bedrock in the ancient Temple area. This little piece of bedrock is exactly on the east/west centerline of the ancient Eastern gate. This, and many other reasons, has led scholars to believe that this is the actual place within the ancient Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant rested.

Dr. Kaufman has laid out the exact Temple foundation location using other discoveries (such as a cornerstone of the inner court wall and an ancient subterranean water cistern). They all fit exactly with the present archeological discoveries and ancient descriptions of the Temple.

The most electrifying excitement came to me while I was on the Temple Mount checking Dr. Kaufman's measurements with the archaeological artifacts. As I stepped off the location of the Temple and its inner court wall, I discovered that there was a 26‑meter clearance from the Dome of the Rock's nearest point. It was at this moment that the Holy Spirit brought to mind Revelation 11:1, 2. 1 had always wondered why the Spirit of God had put this passage in the Bible about measuring the Temple of God, its altar, and those who worship there‑and also why it said not to measure the outer court of the Temple because it was given to the Gentiles. But as I looked at the Dome of the Rock from the line where the inner court wall was built‑-and will be rebuilt‑-I realized that the Holy Spirit anticipated the existence of this Moslem mosque and was prophetically previewing that they would both be on the Temple. 
"Right after the Six-Day War, Israel Eldad, one of Israel's famous historians, was interviewed by Time magazine (June 30, 1967).  When he was asked about the possibility of rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem, he replied, 'When the Jewish people took over Jerusalem the first time, under King David, only one generation passed before they built the Temple, and so shall it be with us!'"  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 148-152.
11:3 my two witnesses.  Most likely, these are Moses and Elijah as indicated by their supernatural deeds, turning water into blood and by withholding rain.  

11:8 mystically is called Sodom and Egypt.  Sodom represents immorality and Egypt the worldliness of God's city, Jerusalem.  

11:9 peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days.  Satellite television makes this entirely possible.  They will celebrate with a "Satanic Xmas."
12:1-3 This chapter helps to explain the mystery of anti-Semitism which is Satanically inspired.  The woman is Israel, the great red dragon is Satan, and the male child is Jesus Christ.

12:3 "The Greek diadema is used three times in Revelation (12:3; 13:1; 19:12) as an emblem of absolute power, distinguishable from the 'crown' (Greek stephanos) mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament.  The stephanos was awarded to victorious athletes, generals and early emperors of Rome, until Diocletian (c. A.D. 284-305) adopted the diadem as a symbol of his autocracy.  Our Lord, too, will wear the diadem, as opposed to an ordinary crown (19:12)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2062. 

12:7 Satan makes one last attempt to take over heaven.  Michael and his angels prevail, and Satan is thrown out of heaven to earth.  No longer will Satan be able to accuse believers in the presence of God.

12:11 Three keys for tribulation believers to overcome:  1) the blood of the Lamb; 2) the word of their testimony; and 3) not loving their life over death.  Believers have a unique weapon against Satan in being prepared to die.

12:14 two wings of the great eagle.  This is speculative, but certainly possible:  "Some kind of a massive airlift will rapidly transport these fleeing Jews across the rugged terrain to their place of protection.  Since the eagle is the national symbol of the United States, it's possible that the airlift will be made available by aircraft from the U.S. Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 167.

12:14 fly into the wilderness to her place.  "Many Bible scholars believe that this will be the natural fortress of Petra, the ancient 'City of Rock' in the Jordanian wilderness south of the Dead Sea."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 167.
13:1  ten horns . . . seven heads . . . ten crowns.  Antichrist rises from within a 10-nation confederacy, seven follow willingly, but three are brought in unwillingly.  How does an antichrist rise to power?  "The streets of our country are in turmoil; the universities are filled with students rebelling and rioting; Communists are seeking to destroy our country, and the Republic is in danger--yes, danger from within and without.  We need law and order!  Without law and order our nation cannot survive!"  Adolf Hitler, 1932.  He was a voice of authority in a time of chaos.  "With impassioned fury he proclaimed the glory of the nation of destiny.  He wept as he rehearsed the past glories of the nation, and shouted as he promised the glories to come.  Once again Germany would rule the world!  The Roman Empire would live again, and Hitler would be its king! . . . He envisioned the Mediterranean Sea as a German lake and the whole world as his empire.  He saw himself as the caesar of the third Roman Empire--the 'Third Reich.' . . . So fruitless were the efforts of men to reconstruct the Roman Empire that poets wrote sonnets about the futility of it all!  Believe it or not, the children's nursery rhyme Humpty Dumpty was originally written about the fallen Roman Empire and all the of the attempts to put it back together again." Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 169, 170, 177.
13:11 two horns like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon.  "The second Beast wields religious power, and for that reason he is also called 'the False Prophet.'  He'll amalgamate all religious systems into one counterfeit one.  His two horns are like a lamb, showing that this personage will try to imitate the real Lamb, Jesus Christ."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 180.

13:18 "Since the number 6 in the Bible stands for humanity, I believe the meaning of 666 is man trying to imitate the trinity of God (three sixes in one person)."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 184.

14:4 "As a portrait of God's army ready for holy war . . . , the 144,000 resemble Israel's troops who kept themselves from women prior to battle (cfr. Dt 23:10; 1 Sa 21:5; 2 Sa 11:11)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2064.
14:6-11 ". . . this Jewish evangelization will be followed by a phenomenon never before seen in the history of the world--angels preaching the gospel to men! . . . For centuries angels have wanted to get in on the act of world evangelization.  Peter tells us that the angels are intensely interested in the whole story of redemption (1 Peter 1:12).  They have been itching to preach the gospel--but God has given that privilege to us.  The angels would love to push us to one side and really get the job done right."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 188-189.

14:20 "The approximate length of the Holy Land from north to south was 1,600 stadia or about 180 miles (300 km)." Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2064.
16:8 sun was given power to scorch people with fire.  This will be the ultimate of global warming.
16:10 "I believe there's a reason for God's blackout of this Revived Roman Empire:  the darkness will allow the movement of 200 million Oriental soldiers into the area of the Middle East, . . ."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 207.

17:9 "It may be significant that Rome began as a network of seven hill settlements on the eastern bank of the Tiber River.  Her designation as the city on seven hills is commonplace among Roman writers (e.g., Virgil, Martial, Cicero)."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2066.
18:1-24 "The exiled Jewish Christian prophet wrote a funeral dirge over the mightiest empire in the world.  This thinly veiled attack on Rome could have brought the early church unwanted scrutiny and more persecution."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2069.
19:1 "'Hallelujah' is a word of praise found in most of the languages into which the Bible has been translated.  The word, often rendered 'Praise the Lord,' was used by the writers of various psalms to invite all to join them in praising God."  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2071.
19:1-21 "Unparalleled contrasts are made in this chapter.  There are two suppers--one of sublime purity and joy as the Lamb takes his beloved bride, and the other of utter repugnance and horror as vultures come to devour the mountains of human bodies killed in the last mad battle on earth!

There are two responses to Jesus Christ--one a spontaneous thunder of praise . . . the other a hail of blasphemy and bullets to resist the King's return to His earth!  There are two rewards--one a dazzling robe of white linen given to each believer . . . the other a blinding flash of the naked power of Jesus Christ as He reduces to a sea of blood all those who wave their fists in defiance . . ."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 236.

19:7-10 Three phases to a Jewish wedding:  1) Betrothal--legal agreement between the parents that legally bound the two partners together prior to the wedding; 2) Marriage--groom would go to the home of the bride and escort her to the house he had prepared for them; 3) Wedding Feast--celebration of the union of the couple.

19:11 "When Jesus physically left the earth, angels immediately promised that He would come back exactly as He left.  And how did He leave?  Bodily, physically, and visibly!  He was received up into a cloud. . . The Prophet Zechariah predicted five hundred years before Christ was born that His foot would first touch the earth at the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4-8).  Now that's the very place He left from!" Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 245.

20:4 reigned with Christ a thousand years.  What takes place during the millennium?
1.  The Return of Christ (19:11-16).  This will be culmination of the tribulation period.  
2.  Jail Time for the Deceiver (Rev. 20:1-3).  Six times the word "1000" is used in this passage.  Satan is confined to the abyss (not the lake of fire which is later) for 1000 years.  It is strange that he would be released for a little time?  Lewis Sperry Chafer's answer to this question is significant:  "If you tell me why God let him loose in the first place, I'll tell you why God let him loose in the second place."
3.  The First Resurrection (Rev. 20:4-6).  The "First Resurrection" includes several phases to it:  Phase 1:  Resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:20-25); Phase 2. Resurrection of the church age believers at the rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18) ; Phase 3:  Resurrection of Old Testament believers and tribulation saints at the Second Coming of Christ (Rev. 20:3-5; Dan. 12:1-3; Is. 26:19); Phase 4:  resurrected bodies for mortal believers who live through the thousand-year millennium.

20:5 first resurrection (Grk. anastasis, a standing up, a raising up).  "The word resurrection appears about forty times in the New Testament and almost always speaks of a bodily resurrection."  Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming, p. 257.

20:6  they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.  This will be 1000 years of new management which includes:  

1. We will reign with Christ!  Our bodies will be something similar to Christ's body following the resurrection.  "They will be visible, able to travel rapidly, eat, talk, and move through otherwise sealed or closed spaces.  Also, they will have some kind of spiritual ministry (as "priests of God" in Rev. 20:6), as well as political responsibilities" (Swindoll, p. 27).  Believe it or not, we will be given the responsibility for judging angels (1 Cor. 6:2-3).

2. We may be living in the heavenly city.  The heavenly city, some believe, will be moved back and suspended over planet earth.  John said, "And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband" (Rev. 21:2).  Ryrie states, "During the millennium the new Jerusalem (described in detail in Rev. 21:9-22:5) apparently will be suspended over the earth, and it will be the dwelling place of all believers during eternity" (p. 1920).

3. War will cease.  National as well as individual peace will be worldwide.  Nations will prosper because they will not need to spend large sums of money on weapons (Isaiah 2:4, ". . . And they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they learn war.")  This is inscribed on the wall of the United Nations Building in New York City.

4. Happiness, joy, and abundance will replace fear and despair (Jer. 31:13-14, ". . . For I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and give them joy for their sorrow. . . . And My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, . . . ").

5. Perfect justice will end discrimination, law suits, and oppression of the underprivileged (Is. 42:1-4, ". . . He will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not be disheartened or crushed, until He has established justice in the earth.)
6. Planet earth will become super productive and blossom like a watered garden (Is. 35:1-7, "The wilderness and the desert will be glad, . . . it will blossom profusely . . . ").

7. Animals will become tame and harmless (Is. 11:6-9, "And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the kid, . . . And the nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned will child will put his hand on the viper's den.").  
8. Sickness will be removed (Is. 33:24, "And no resident will say, "I am sick"; Jer. 30:17, "For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds, . . . ").  Physical and emotional ills will cease.

9. Physical impairments and deformities will be healed (Is. 29:17-19, "And on that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. . . . "  Is. 35:5-6, "Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy.").

10. Life will be extended (Is. 65:20, "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred shall be thought accursed").  Teenagers will be 100 years old.

11. Children will be born and sin will occur (Is. 65:23, "They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they are the offspring of those blessed by the Lord, and their descendants with them." Ezek. 47:22; Zech. 10:8).

12. Full employment and economic prosperity will be worldwide (Is. 65:21-23, "And they shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall also plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  They shall not build, and another inhabit, and they shall not plant, and another eat; for as the lifetime of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, and My chosen ones shall wear out the work of their hands").

20:11-15 great white throne.  This will be unbelievers only.  The scene is awesome:  "A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myriads (10,000) upon myriads (10,000) were standing before Him;  The court sat, and the books were opened" (Rev. 7:10).  

20:12 books were opened.  It is possible that there are 3 books which will be opened.  Book 1:  This is Your Life  (every detail--shady business deals, cheating on your taxes, cruel remarks, swearing, anger, immorality, lies--yes, white lies); Book 2:  God's Word (in detail he will show how your life did not match His holy standard); Book 3:  The Book of Life (every person born has their name in the book of life, and if they decide for Christ it remains).  Rev. 3:5 says, "I will not erase his name from the book of life."

20:15 lake of fire.  Where is the lake of fire?  Obviously, I don't know nor do I want to make a trip there to find out.  Here is a possibility:  astronomers have discovered midget or white stars.  These stars should be about 5,000 times as large as they are.  The sun and stars have temperatures of 25 to 30 million degrees Fahrenheit.  Stars are a gas, but when compressed they have the consistency of a liquid.  "Before such a star could cool off and gradually become dark it would have to expand to normal proportions.  That is, it would have to get to be more than 5,000 times its present size.  Here is the difficulty.  Such expansion would cause enormous heat which, in turn, would absolutely keep the star compressed, so that, insofar as astronomers and physicists know, the midget stars can never cool off!" (Pentecost, p. 560).

For believers, there will be crowns and rewards.  2 Cor. 5:10, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad."  There will be two categories of deeds:  1) the useful; 2) the useless.  We're familiar with trophies such as the Purple Heart, Oscar, Heisman Trophy, etc.  They will pale in significance.

1. The Imperishable Crown (1 Cor. 9:25).  This is given to the one who consistently brings the flesh under the Holy Spirit's control, refusing to be enslaved by the sinful nature.

2. The Crown of Exultation (1 Thess. 2:19).  Also called the soul-winner's crown, this will be given to those who are faithful in declaring the Gospel, leading people to Christ, and building them up in Him.

3. The Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8).  This will be awarded to those who live each day anticipating Christ's return . . . those who conduct their lives with eternity's values in view.

4. The Crown of Life (Rev. 2:10).  This will be presented to those saints who suffered in a noble manner during their earthly life (cf. James 1:12).

5. The Crown of Glory (1 Peter 5:4).  This is promised to the faithful pastors who cared for the flock of God.

21:1 a new heaven and a new earth.  What will our eternal home be like?  
1.  New Heaven and a New Earth (21:1).  Total recreation of all things; no oceans or seas, yet everything will be lush and green; this will greatly increase the useable land space; no seafood; no deserts or ice poles or snow; God will supply all the natural resources.
2.  New City (21:2).  This may be suspended over the earth during the Millennium, if so, then it will be withdrawn while the earth is recreated and then brought back.  It will be dazzling in beauty and glory like a bride on her wedding day.

3. New Relationship with God (21:3).  This will be the best part.  1 Cor. 13:12 says, "For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known."  God is so splendid, we can't see Him in this body.  Moses saw the glow of God shielded so he could handle it.
4. New Personal Fulfillment (21:4).  God will wipe away every tear.  Death will be gone forever and so will its painful shadow--mourning (Lindsey).  There will be no pain.   
5. New Everything (21:5-7).  All things will be new.  No need to save the warranty receipt.  There is the spring of the water of life--water is valuable in the Middle East.  We take pure water for granted, but much of the water supply of the world is polluted.  This water is "life giving" water.

Who will not be there?  1. Cowardly (deilois):  unwilling to confess Christ.  Secret Christians.  Mt. 10:32-33 says, "Every one therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven";  2. Unbelieving (apistois):  faithless; 3. Abominable (ebdelugmenois):  to pollute; 4.  Murderers and fornicators (pornois); 5. Sorcerers (pharmakois):  witchcraft, astrology, occult, perhaps combined with drug usage; 6. Idolaters.
First Heaven:  The Atmospheric Heavens (Job 38:29; Isaiah 55:9-11; Psalm 147:8).  The atmospheric heavens include the space that immediately surrounds the earth, the air that we breathe, technically known as the troposphere, which does not extend more than twenty miles above the earth" (Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia, III, p. 61).  
Second Heaven:  The Celestial Heavens (Gen. 1:14; Deut. 4:19; Heb. 1:10).  June 3, 1991 issue of Newsweek article was entitled "Heaven!  Black Holes, Quasars, Starquakes:  Astronomers Launch a New Age of Discovery."  "If our retinas registered wavelengths shorter than the color of a deep violet pansy and longer than the red of a ruby, we would witness a firmament of such turbulence and incandescent splendor that it would make Fourth of July fireworks look like a backyard sparkler.  We would see black holes slurp up their neighbors and jets of plasma stream across the sky with the energy of 100 million suns.  We would see stars--so small that they would fit comfortably in Lake Tahoe--spin an astounding 643 times per second.  We would see neutron stars so dense that a teaspoonful of their tiny bodies weighs 1 billion tons, and clouds bigger than our solar system collapse like a poorly timed soufflé." (523.2).  
Third Heaven:  The Heavenly Home of God (Deut. 10:14; 1 Kings 8:27; 2 Cor. 12:2).  I like the simple observation of a child looking up into the starry skies:  "If the bottom side of heaven is this beautiful, I'm certain heaven is going to be even more beautiful."  

21:18-21.  Foundation Stones (exact composition and color is not known for certain):  1. jasper (Grk. iaspis):  clear diamond (jasper is not clear and Moffatt suggests it may be the opal, diamond, or topaz); 2. sapphire (Grk. sappheiros):  blue opaque stone with gold specks; 3. chalcedony (Grk. chalkedon):  green agate; 4. emerald (Grk. smaragdos):  green; 5. sardonyx (Grk. sardonux):  white with layers of red (Robertson); 6. sardius (Grk. sardios):  fiery red; 7. chrysolyte (Grk. chrusolithos):  golden yellow like topaz (Robertson); 8. beryl (Grk. berullos):  sea green like an emerald; 9. topaz (Grk. topazion):  greenish yellow; 10. chrysoprasus (Grk. chrusoprasos):  gold-green like the ocean; 11. jacinth (Grk. huakinthi):  violet; 12. amethyst (Grk. amethustos):  purple ruby.  What will this look like?  The colors of a rainbow and light going into a prism and being split into a variety of colors.
21:21 twelve gates were twelve pearls.  A pearl is formed by a grain of sand that gets into the body of a little oyster, and that marine creature begins to put around that grain a secretion that before long makes the pearl.  Something invades our life we can't handle.  The Lord Jesus Christ pays a great price to purchase us, redeem us, and polish us for His glory (Mt. 13:45-46).  We will be on display through all eternity to show what God's grace can do for a sinner like you and I.
21:21 gold street.  This perhaps winds throughout the entire city.
21:15-17 Size and shape of the New City.  When God creates something, He doesn't do it in a small way:  plenty of sand on the seashore and water in the ocean, and innumerable stars in the heavens.  The city is a cube with 1500 miles on each side.  Dr. Harry Ironside and others feel it is more in the shape of a pyramid.  If it is out in space, a cube or a pyramid is a little difficult to conceive.  All of the bodies in space are a sphere, planets, moons, etc.  Perhaps, instead, it is a cube within a crystal-clear sphere.  Like a big plastic ball with a cube inside, having all eight of its corners touching the sphere.  J. Vernon McGee "asked a mathematician and an engineer involved in the space program to determine what the circumference of the sphere would be.  They both came up with the same answer.  To enclose a cube measuring 1,500 miles on each side, the circumference of the sphere would be about 8,164 miles.  The diameter of the moon is about 2,160 miles, and that of the New Jerusalem sphere is about 2,600 miles." (p. 1070, 1071).  Is it smaller than planet earth?  Yes and no.  You might worry about whether there is room for everyone?  Or will I end up with a little small mansion because of limited space.  In reality, it is many times larger because we live within it, there are no seas (3/4's of the earth's surface) so obviously it could hold billions.  I would guess it can hold at least 10 times the current earth population . . . maybe more!  The walls are 216 feet high--obviously for beauty and not protection.
22:4 In ancient times criminals were banished from the presence of the king (see Est 7:8; cf. 2 Sa 14:24).  Archaeological Study Bible, p. 2074.

· 2010, Dave Beckwith
The Dome of the Rock stands near the Western Wall.  This golden-domed building has been called the most beautiful structure in Jerusalem.  It was built over the rock from which, according to Muslim belief, Muhammad rose to heaven with the angel Gabriel and spoke with God.  With God's blessing, Muhammad returned from his night's journey to spread Islam, the new religion.  Jews believe that on this rock Abraham, the leader of the ancient Hebrews, prepared to sacrifice his son, Isaac, at God's command. The Dome of the Rock was built between AD 685 and 691.
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